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development program. would be made byabout 1963 and on the manufacture
and testing of' weapons byabout 19650 ASocial Democratic Partyposition
on acquisition was scheduledto be taken atthe time of the partycongress
in 19640 Nows>however 9 it would probablytakea considerable worsening
of the international situation before this or anylikely snceeseen
government would act,9 although some researchon weapons development
under the guiseof the current programfor development of tlldefense
against nuclear weapons ,II which was started in 1958.9 might be undertaken
in order to createa capability for later action..

***********
SwedishAmbivalence teward the Nuclear Weaons Issue" Since theSupreme

Commander of the Swedish Defense Forces first asked'in19 4 that Swedish forces
be suppliedwithnuclear weapons bythe end of the 1960is.9the question of acCluisi~

tion of nuclear weapons has grown increasinglydifficultfor the government"
Swedish milltary authorities unanimously agree that nuclear weapons are necessary
if the Swedishmilitary establishment is to maintain the current level of
effectiveness duringa periodwhen a potential enemy (always understood tobe
the USSR) isdeveloping a nuclear ar­senal., Otherwise.9 conventional defenses
willbecome increasinglypowerless to offer any significant resistance 9 and the
traditional and popular policyof relYing for securityon Swedish defenses
alone instead of concluding alliances withmajor powers will be impossible to
maintain0 The alternat,ives wouldbe eitherto acceptinternational guarantees
of neutrality or to accept assistancefromNATO or the US o Bothalternatives
are repugnant to Swedish traditd.ons:i and nationalleaders seem convincedby
the military argument.,

However.9 opposition to acquisitions basedon emotional and moral arguments
against nuclear warfare 9 has spread throughout the Swedishpeopleo It hasbeen
eentered in the left wing of the governing Social Democratic Party~ and fear of
defectionshas caused partyleaders to avoid facing the issueo The partyis
already in a minorityin the Second Chamber of Parliament 9 and the loss ofonly
a few seatswould tumbleitfrom power" The Center.and Liberal party leaders 9

althoughmore 0penly sympathetic to the militaryarguments> are also cautious
on the issuebecause ofconsiderable opposition among theirrank=and=fileo
Onlythe Conservatives have consistentlyadvocated an immediate government
declaration ofintent te secure nuclear weapons"

Prime Minister Tage Erlanderhas used technical arguments 1:;0 postpone
action 0 Heholds thatSweden cannot acquire nuclearweapons from abroad
because any circumstances under Which theyare likelyto be available from the
US or~he UK would contravene Swedenis neutrality pollcY:i and that therefore
Swedencan only secure them throughmanufacture fromnative resources" No
decision on a weapons researchand development programneed be made until
these r­eaeurceshave been developed sufficiently fDlJ> a meaningful program
to be started" In 1959.9 the Supreme Commander declared that thepoint had
been reached where weapons research could profitablybe separated from the
peaceful uses pregram, and tried to force the issueo The fournoncommunist
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