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Indications since the turn of the year that the US and the Soviet Union
were moving closer to agreement on a draft non-proliferation treaty (NPT)
have aroused wide-ranging discussion, criticism, and hostility in West Germany.
Altho'ugh the Kiesinger-Brandt cabinet is understood to have reached agreement
in principle in January not to oppose the treaty, its approbation has spurred,
not deterred, the opponents of the NPT. Embassy Bonn has observed that "raging"
was not too strong a word to describe the debate in mid-February. This paper
surveys the major stated West German objections to the draft treaty, identifies
its chief critics and defenders, and tries to analyze the real (and largely un­
stated) reasons for the opposition within the FRG.

ABSTRACT

FRG Fears Loss of Technological Benefits. Many West German critics of

of the NPT are concerned that it would prevent their country from pursuing

programs for the peaceful uses of atomic energy and would deprive them of the

"technological spin-off" from the development of nuclear weapons. Those

expressing such concerns have included Foreign Minister Brandt and SPD Fraktion

Leader Helmut Schmidt, both of whom support the treaty in principle, as well

as former Chancellor Erhard, Fritz Berg, president of the Federation of German

Industry, members of the German scientific community, including

Dr. Carl Friedrich Weizs~cker, and various newspapers and commentators.

A number of critics have voiced the worry that the safeguards article in

the draft treaty would make it possible for IAEA inspectors from Communist
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