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28 Decenbor 1945

HEHORANDUM POR THE CECRETARY OF WaRs
SECERTARY OF THE HAVY:

Subjects Tests of the Effecte of Atomiec Typlesives,

The Joint Chilefs of 8taff consider an sarly deter-
mination of the effecets »f atomic explosives apainst naval
vessols essential to evaluate the strategzic imtlicstisng of
the gpplication of atomic bombeg including the results on
nsval design and tacties, and have approved in prineiple
t%g y%ag set Torth in Appendiz "C%, page 23 of J.C.5. 1%52/%,
sttaehed, ,

After consultation with the Officer in Charge of
the Atomic Bomb Frojeet and the ¥ilitary Advisory Dosrd, it
appesrs &ﬁgt@@?&aﬁﬁ to conduet tests asgeinst selected naval
vessels which provide good representation »f modern construc«
tion and all types of gombatant and merchant vesssls. The
Jolnt Chiefs of Staff have arproved the sttached directive
to the Commander of Jolnt Test Force for Tests of Atomle
Explosives,

~ The Joint Chiefs »f 2taff recommend that Presidential
approval be abtzined o proceed with the subleet tests, “hen
the approval of the President 1z obtained the directive will
be issued by the Joint Chiefs »f 8taff to the tasgk fores
commender. A vropnsed memersndur to the Presgident is attached.

For the Joint Chiefe of Utaff

" (SI6NLD) X
G\ASS‘“E“ ?;‘;i - 4 § : |
WS b €. K. BINITZ, |
R < Fleet Admiral, U.P. Vavy,
- Chief of Naval Operations.
N3 av <
Enclosures (3) , b}

Copy to: Chief, Strategy & Policy Grou OPD
Alde to CNO d Py TH

(J.C.8, 1552/5 - Approved 28 Dec 45)
_ Copy No. 30 to Sec, of War
\“\-7 Copy No. 31 to Sec. of Navy.
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The program cslls for the expenditure of only two
or thres bombs but it sust be resesbered that only three
bombg have besn used to daste and there 12 & posszibility of
mechanicsl or other failure which may require the use of
further bombs to scoouplish the purposes of the test,

If you approve we will so inform the Jolnt Chiefs
of Gtaff in order that they may designate a suitable task
force commander., Appropriste directives w111 be fssued to
procesd with ?ﬁﬁﬁ%&&ﬁi@ﬁﬁ for the test, You will bhe kept

nforaed of signifleant developments,
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1. By direetion of the Fresident, you are designated
conmander of & task foree under the J@im% Chiefs of Etaff for
the purposs of @a&éaaﬁing tests Por the determination of the
effects of atomle explosives against navael vessels in order te
sppraise the ﬁtratagﬁg {mplications of the application of
atomic bombs including the results on naval design and tsetics,
You will organize & joint staff with adequate representation
of land, sea and alr ferces., You will ineluds eivilian selen-
tists in your erganisation,

2. 7The peneral regquirements of the test will be to
determine the effects of atomie explosives against ships
selected to glve good representation of construction of modern
naval and merehant vessels suitably dlsposed to give s grn&u»
tion of damage fros maxismum to minimum, I¢ is desired te
include in the tests both air detenstion and underwater detonae
tion 1f the latter ig considered feapible, Tests should be so
arranged as teo tske advantage of opportunities teo obtain the
effects of atomle explosives againsl ground and air targels
and to scguire soientific data of genersl velue if this is
practicsble,

3. You are suthorized to deal direetly with agencles of
the War and Havy Departments in all metters relating te the
preparation for and the ¢onduct of these tests, including direct
access to the Henhattsn District, Ususl service lines will be
available for sdainistrative and logistie support of forces
assigned to the project,

4, The Jolint Chiefs of Btaflf will appeint as s separste
agency, directly responsible to them, an evaluation dosrd
(aawai%taa) for the express gﬁ,;@a@ of evaluating the results
of the tests, 7This board will de available to you for advice
during the preparation of the teste., Appropriste sections of
your organization will c¢ollaborate with this bosrd a2 necessary,
and you will provide 1t with a1l necessary Tseilities 4t may
require to fulfill its Tunetions,

5. You will ﬁ?ﬂfﬁ?& plans for the test &maluﬁxng selection
of a sultadle site »hich will peramit accomplishment of the tests
with acceptable risk and ninisun hasard., Your plans for the

@gnratiaa and final report =11l be submitted to the Joint Chiefs
of Btaff Tor thelr approval,
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