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BACKGROUND

The Senate Select Committee intends to hold an open session on the
range of CIA covert activities in Chile from 1964 to present. The
hearing, which is scheduled for next Tuesday, is intended as a case
study on covert activities and is the only one of its kind scheduled for

an open hearing.

PHOTOCOPY FROM GERALD FORD LIBRARY

The CIA has been asked by the Committee to declassify certain facts
(Attachment A) for the proposed public hearing. The Committee plans

on calling two witnesses: David Philips, CIA's former head of the Latin
America Division of the Directorate of Operations and Ambassador Korzry
who had been stationed in Chile from 1967 to 1971. In addition to declas-
sification of the facts obtained from CIA files, the Senate Select Commit—
tee also wishes to quote from certain classified National Intelligence
Estimates in an effort to prove that Allende was not considered to be a
threat to the democratic processes of Chile. No other classified docu-
mentation has been requested for the hearing. The CIA has been advised
that if Bill Colby wishes to appear, the Committee would hear his tes-

timony.

During a recent executive session, strong objections were raised by

Colby to holding a public session on this subject. Senator Church wishes
to be advised as to whether or not the CIA will comply with the Committee
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Reasons for Opposing Open Hearing: #

The argument that much information about the Agency's activities
in Chile has already appeared publicly fails to take account of the |
important distinction between unofficial reporting, rumors and aJ.lé :
tions and the official verification of facts which would be the resul‘t‘
public hearings based on declassified documents and testimony. Rl

People other than employees, including U. S. citizens and compa
as well as foreigners who cooperated willingly with the Age
be exposed and become subject to harrassment or even thre
violence. The confirmation of CIA covert activities in Chi
doubtless lead to the identification of highly placed pollf:lcal
Chile who we have assisted over the years. In par
President Edwardo Frei, whose election in 1964 w
whose tacit participation in coup plotting in 1970 1
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Advantages in Not Opp osin ér the OpenH

Since it is apparent % :
hearings on Chile, co
scope of the hearing ¢
we could hope to keep
names of Chilians who




It would give an opportunity for Colby to demons
nature of our covert activity over 2 ten-year peno,
in support of the democratic process in Chile.
him an opportunity to categorically deny any CIA
1973 coup and the death of Allende. b

Finally, if the CIA is to appear at open hearing
a more accurate statement of facts (e.g., pa.ra

he could not testify
activities in Chile.
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doe‘s ‘not'have
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Agree to cpen hearings on Chile

possible.

Favor:




— ———a l

Submitted by the Senate Committee Staff "i’hl
.I -ﬁ 1

SE"{‘ -—-I

1. The Central Intelligence Agency, acting under
by the Special Group, spent nearly $3,000, 000
insure the election ot the Christian Democrati

Chilean Presidential elections.

2. Ini970, the 40 Committee - the Special ¢ Gr
not to support a single candidate in the 1970
Rather it decided that the CIA should unt ‘
cover activities designed to prevent the el
date, Salvador Allende. $425,000 w" j
to ongoing Station activities.

dent. One line was approved
It included propaganda, conta
the use of military aid as an i
also included a 40 Gommzttee a

stage a coup before Ailende could be v
Congress. The CI&passed weapon <
tary officers who plotted a coup. |
not the group which carried on the
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réjected. At the same time, the CIA remained in contact through
third parties with a right-wing terrorist organization, Patria y
Libertad. The CIA also passed considerable money to the con-

servative National Party, whose right-wing members were known

to have links with Patria y Libertad. A
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