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SUBJECTI PNSSIBLE 1SRAELI~SOUTH AFRICAM NUCLEAR CONNECTION
REF1t (A) TEL AVIV 6330 (8) STATE 200985

ly WE REQUIRE AQD]TIONLL INFIRMATION CANCERNING ISRAEL'S
NUCLEAR ASSOCIATION witd SOUTH AFRICA, SPECIFIC GAPS (N

OQUR KNOWLECGE MAY BE DOUE TO THE FA(CT THAT I~ ALR FIRSTY THD
JEMARCHES wE DJD NOT AS¢ &LL JF THE R1GHY QUESTIONS, WE HAD
HOPEDs WOWEVER, TO RECEIVE ISRAEL] ANSWERS 710 THE SPECIFIC
AFRICAN NUCLEAR COOPERATIIN AGREEMENT, FA[LURE OF EVAON TQ
PROVIDE DETAILS DF AGREEMENT MAS CREATEC CovwCERN HERE THAT
ISRAELIS MIGHT BE HOLDING OJT OM USs GIVEN VERY HIGH-LEVEL
INTEREST HERE, YOU ARE INSTRUCTED TO APPROACH EVRON AGAIN,

2, WE NOW HAVE BEGIN'S ASSURANCE TMAT A} THERE I3 NO fRUSS
ENT, AND WAS BEEN NO PAST, RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE GOl AND
THE SAG [N CEVELUPMENT IR PRODUCTION CF MUCLEAR WEAPONS;

AND B) MIS ASSURANCE THAT NEITHER THE G2l n7% PRIVATE
VSRAELT] EIRMS THAT THE 5O iS5 AWARE DF 4RE CJOPERATING wITH
SOUTH AFRICA IN TME PRUGUCTION OF Ay KINT 7F NUCLEAR EX=
DLOSIVES, UEGIN'S CAREFULLY PREPARED RZSPInSES GO NOT COVER
AL THE PDSSIBILITIES) +OWEVER, SPECIFICALLY, THEY DO NOT

EORECLOSE POSSIBILITY THAT THE ISRAELL GOVEANMENT OR PRIn
VATE SECT0a (1.E.s INDUSTA[aL FIRAMS, RESEARCH CR ACADEMIC
1NS™[TUTISNS, OR PRIVETE [NOIVIOUALS) ARE HILPING OR HAVE
MELPEY TME SCUTW AFRICAN GOVERNMEN® OR oR[yATE SECTOR DI=
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RECTLY OR INDIRECTLY IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF NUCLEAR EXPLOSe
IVES, NCR DO THEY FORECLOISE THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE TwWO
COUNTRIES wERE COOPERATING N THE TESTING Op A DEVICE, THE
COOPERATION NOT RULED QJT COULD INCLUCE TRANSFERS OF TE(CH=
NOLOGY, EQUIPMENTs NUCLEAR MATERIALS, DR EXPERTS, AS SUGe
GESTED IN REF B, PARA },

3, WE ARE CONCERNED ABTUT THESE LOOPHOLES, ESPECIALLY
SINCE WE HAVE INFORMAT]IN WWICH CAN BE ({NTgrPRETED TO INDI~
CATE ISRAELI~SOUTH AFRICAM RELATIDNSHIPS IN EACH OF THESE
AREAS (MATERIAL TRANSMITTED TO YOU THROUGH ATHER CHANNELS
WILL BE RESTRUCTURED TU DEMONSTRATE THESE pnSSIBLE RELA-
riu:s?trs; THIS ADDITIANAL ANALYSIS IS FOR YOLR BACKGROUND
ONLY,}

4, ACCORDINGLY, WE BELIEVE IT IMPDRYANT FOR YQU TO SEEK
FURTHER CLARIFICATION FROM THE GOI ON THIS MATTER, WlTH
THE OBJECTIVES OF (1) LEARNING WHAT THERE 15 TC BE LEARNED
ABDUT THE COIwSA NUCLEAR RELATIONSHIP, AND (2) STRENGTHEN=
ING BEGIN'S ASSURANCES 50 AS TO CLOSE OFF aLl AVENUES CF
POTENTIAL ISRAELI=SOUTH AFRICAN COOPERATION wWHICH MIGHT BE
RELATED TO NUCLEAR EXPLISIVES AND wAICH ¢ouL) CONTRIBUTE
TO S50UTH AERICAN NUCLEAR WEAPONS CAPARILITY, CFFICIAL GOI
CNNFJRMATICN THAT BEGIN'S ASSJRANCES COVER PRESENT AND PAST
RELATIONSHIPS wHICH BEAR DIRECTLY 0N, GR CouLD CONTRIBUTE
SUBSTANTIALLY TO, THE DEVELDPMENT OR TESTInG OF NUCLEAR
EXPLOSIVES IN SOUTH AFRICA, WHETHER THROUGH GOVERNMENTAL
DR PRIVATE CHANNELS», IS JJR MINTMUM REQUIIREMENT,

3, THE FOLLCKING TALKING POINTS ARE FOR YOUR USE nlTH
EVRON,

we MATTERS INVOLVING TME SPREAD OF NUCLEAR gxPLOSIVES ARE
OF GREAT CCHCERN TO THE U.S. THIS IS WHY «f ApPRECIATE
TSRAEL'S LCAGSTANDING CIMMITMENT NOT 1O BE THE FIRST TO
[NTROCUCE RUCLEAR WEAPONS 1% THE MINDLE EAST,

on A5 YCU CAN UNDERSTAND, THE REACTION it THE UyS, TU A
SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR TEST, AND TO aNy REVELATION OF EX-
JERNAL ASSISTANCE CONTRIBUTING TO SUCH & TEST wOULD 3E EXe

TREMELY STAMNNG,

Wg VERY “UCH APPRECIATE 3ulCy H2=SPINSE BY
UESTS FOR ASSURAN=

5 ApTWeEN THE GOI

w=s THEREFCRE,
PRIME MINISTER REGIN TL O IR PREVICOUS REQ

CES CUNCERMING CERTAIN ppSSIBLE RELATICH
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AND THE SAG IN THE NUCLEAR FIELD,

=w WE FIND, HDWEVER, T4AT THESE ASSURANCES DO NOT EXTEND
T0 ALL AREAS OF CONCERN AND THAT THERE ARE SOME GAPS IN OUR
KNOWLEDGE gF GOol=SA NUGLEAR COOPERATION,

= [N ADDITION TO THE SUSJECTS PREVIDUSLY COVERED, THEREw
FORE, WE SEEK THE PRIME MINISTER'S ASSURANCE THAT THERE HAS
NOT BEEN AND DCES NOT NIw EXIST AN 1SRAELI=SOUTH AFRICAN
RELATIONSKIP INVOLVING THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY, EQUIPe
MENT, NUCLEAR MATERIALS OR EXPERTS WHICH BEAR DIRECTLY ON

DR COULD CONTRIBUTE SUBSTANTIALLY TO THE DEVELOPMENT aR I
THROUGH GOVERNMENTAL OR PRIVATE CHANNELS» OR & RELATIONSMIP oo -
INVOLVING THE TESTING UF aMY NUCLEAR DEVICE, IF ANY SUCH 0

: TI“"!_;
RELATIONSHIPS EXIST GR 4AvE EXISTEDs WE REQUEST THE GOI -3ki'mh5"&3
PROVIDE (S ~ITk AS Mutw SPECIFIC IHFUIH&TIUH.A;-PBESIILE"--gﬁaﬁﬁﬂ?gz?‘
DN THEIR NATURE AND PUR?DSES, i e O gt g bt 1 ] aa (s
e g TR b he CEREEBEE DB

8, YOU SwgULD NOTE TO EVRON, AT AN APPROPRIATE POINT IN

THE DISCLSSICN, THAT #]S FAILJURE TO ADDRESS THE SPECIFIC
REQUEST FCR OETAILS OF THE ISRAELI=SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR
AGREEMENT wAS RAISED CUNCERMS 1IN WASHINGTON, YOU SHOULD

ALST REMIND KIM THAT wE ARE GOING TQ BE FACING SOME ROUGH
BY
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