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NEXT STBPS: SOUTH AFRICA--POSSIBLE SCENARIOS 

Given the lack of any corroborating evidence to 

~ support the initial satellite indications of a possible 

nuclear event in the area of South Africa, we remain 

where we were on September 22. It is already quite 

unlikely that US intelligence sources will develop 

additional information confirming the event or its 

.. ~ 
~ 
~" .,:aturei by the end of the month, the chances of additional 

if{ rl' "fi// confirmatory information will be vanishingly small. By 

;JJ; that time, at the latest, therefore, we will need to 

~;/ deal with the si tuation--most probably on the basis of 

~ the information now available. Our basic rationale for 

~~T~~hOlding this information closely--the hope that it will 

~ be supplemented by fresh intelligence--will accordingly 

become less persuasive as time passes. A leak could, of 

course, occur at any time. 

However, the lack of corroborating US information 

gives additional credibility to the premise that the 

satellite data was in error, as does the fact that none 

of our allies or the Soviets (who we know to have been on 

the alert) have further substantiated our own report. 

This situation lends· particular urgency to the findings 
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