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" MEMORANDUM FFOR THE RECORD

. PARTICIPANTS:

K : K ' 18 September 1970

SUBJECT

Discussion of Chilcan Political Situation .

7.5¢
$ Ly

- 1970,
-" Popular Unity, (UR)r- a cozlition of the pro- Cuban Socialist
(PS}, the Communrist Party (PCCh),

_ the votes cast in a threce- -way race.

7 “’1ih 359 10
- Party (PDC), came in third with 27. 8%.

[BACKGR OUND:

The -Chilcan presidentiz] election was held on 4 September
Socialist Senator Salvador Allende, the candidafe of the
Party
the leftist-led Radical Party
{PR) and other small leftist groups - won a plurality (36 3%) of
Jorge Alessandri, mdepe'uient
candidate of the center right, including the National Palty (PN),
was generally expected to come in first, but was a close second
Radomiro Tomic, candidate of the Christian Demo= ratlc
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- ‘ ’ ‘The Chilean constitution requires that because no candidate

reccived 2 majority of the votes cast, the Congress will meet on

_ 24 Qctober to elect 2 presidcent from the two top vote-getters. The

Congress has selected the top vote-gelter on the three occasions

in this century when no candidate reccived the required majority.

Alessandri has said publicly that if Congress elects him president

_ he will resign, thereby forcing a new presidential election in which

: " he would not be 2 candidate. Tomic, the Christian Democratic

' . candidate, has publicly recognized Allende's victory. Ou’v;going
President Eduardo Frei, a Christian Democrat who was not eligibhls
to run on £ September, would qualify in a new clection if Alessandri

. ' “wviere elected by the Congress and then resigned. Frei has said that
consﬁitutionally he cannot recognize anyone as president until aftex

Do the Congress has voted. At present the PDC holds the 75 swing v:;.-{'.c;:-':‘
v in Congress. ] L , : R ER
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. 2. Reason for Alessandri's Loss - . .
S e T s bt e b0 et a ek 16 Y —imdiceting -that |
the Alessandri forces had failcd to get out the precinct
vote. Women voters probably comiprised the bulk of the
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) ' o b. Possibility of Constitutional Solutio

- S —— . ST S ¥

' : . " On election night, Frei, zfter allowing Allende
to have a victory parade, heard of Alessandri's plan to
i . try to win the presidency od 24 October and then step down .
o .. in favor of 2 new electica which would probably find Frei
' R opaosincf Allende. Frei sent Bernardo Leighten, an influen-
, o 7 2l Christian Democrat national deputy as 25 his e er—nssary

SR T to Alessandri, Their discussions resulied in Alessandrits

e - . statement isnued several days later (9 September) that he
P e was not conceding to Allende and that he would resign if
clected by the Congress. The chances of Alessandri's
XYeing named president are slim. Allende needs at rnost
S S only 18 additional Congressional votes to secure his victory
3y T -inthe full Coagress of 200. Alessandri, on the other hand,
R " needs to attract 58 votes, rnost of them from the PDC,
_ _ Freiis “sca¥ed blue' of Allende's coming to power, but

. i_ . " he can only count on 20. PDC Congressmaen to vole for
. o Alessandri. some people may be
e Ugelting scale ommunists 2re circulating black-
e T Yists with the names of PDC bureaucrats.
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, le ader of the

3). Re{.n ed Gerneral Roberfo Viaux,
military dissension of October 1969

.or "'sorne other nut' might try to stage 2 coup,
thereby precluding any serious cffort.
Viaux, in October 1959, led a 24-hour febellion of
S ~ the Tacna Axtille ery Regiment in Santizgo to express

- S -, mi}itary dissatisfaction with its poor pay and equip-
S " " _ment. The rebellica ended without blocdshed when the
' - government promiscd to meef some of Vizux's demands.
i Viaux had widespread moral suppert because of overall

. Z"""U’?)G); ' _d;ssatlsfactlon in the military. He was coavicted of
“_5‘(‘) . ”mzlnaf,y rebellion' and eventually plzced on parole.
o L - At present he does not appear to have substantial - . | R
suppgrf. rnonb active duty rm.hiary perqo*mel b . Iy
T Timinp: for Possible Military Action SRS

! S
E : o ' ‘ By mld Oc..ober g.ftcr the PDC Con ress, it should .
| —_— ~he ubafwill hannen nn 24 Qctober indho Congress. .
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d. Cearazbincros (National Police) o,
larly their commandant, General chente Haezt L, want “to
. Qo something to prevent an Allende pr esidency, but they -
cannot-do it alone.
: The Carabineros, a well formecd and disciplined
| forcc of 24,00
%"‘ D - . e. Navy ‘ L e 15
Lo .:?-‘lfg,' : ' . > 27
R IO .. 14,000 {1¢5 in the MNaval Air Force and 2,200 in - <
- : WS (e the Mzarines) largely ba.SCd at the port of Valparaiso, an
' - ‘ ... elitc cecrvice, 1cscr1bed Rear Admiral Fernando
. < Poxia, Commande n=Chicf of the Navy, who 0,3 nses Allsnds,
T as 1ndeczs1ve and 0verly cautlous. ‘

R S ) ook 2 stance
simila.‘r to thatm Ceneral che Schnzider, Army GCommander-
. L . in Chief, tg the effect that the militar y'woul_d support the

E[ L ' - ' constitution. At that time it was expected that Alessandri

! .would win a plurality but not a2 majority and the Congress

' would el“ci Allenc.c. ;
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.' . . Allende's political .
forces, however, had been able to shilt the votes of some
of the wives of the Navy enlisted men by promising them

2o 12158 7 that if Allende became president, enlisted men could mave /"
] 2.4®0d up to becomne officers.: ) _ | or
R NP S o - 3¢ 4
A | S

!;_ " {. Air Force

KO 9,720, 490 of thern pilols, with 227 aircraft, 60
L. T of therm JC‘L powerc.d :
Gené:ral Carlos Guez;.raﬁ}i, Comumnznder of the Air
i . Force, wants to act against Allende
Fo his immediate dcuu‘. , General Cesar Ruiz,
! . Ch1e£ of S{.afz, is ”doubtml ” ' ‘
i-. . e . . B
} . g Army ER
| T e T
i _ . 23,000 in six understrength, inadequately equipped
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L I The Armyis guite divide

, partly because of the
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the Commander~in-Chief of the Army.

was Army Attache to Buenos Aires three years ago.

the key to a'coup_ would be to
hief of the Naticnal Defense
z2lizing Schneider,

get Gencra rats,
Staff, to move, which would involve neu
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Cenesral Camilo
go Garrison whe,

Valenzuela; Comanander of the Santi

during elections or under a state of siege, takes command
of all troops in the Santiago area, including the Carzbineres,
but vsually, as now, has no troops under his direct com- '
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.. ' the Army is concerned about the
. _ reliability of non- Tommissioned officers (NC O}, particu- - =z
. larly those in the NCO School. .
. '1
- Chlle p*oduces hmned quanitics of small arms and :
amrnunition. It is depcndent on the U.S. and Westarn Lurope
. : foA all categories of eqL’lpment including a.cdl*xc..c.l Gguantities
’ of types prodn.ced locally ) : .
gy 4
H
I .
I . . . :
o 1) If the Chilean Government were overiurnad
in 2 military action, would the new government then
. . dstalled receive diplomoatic 1e¢oann1on from the U, u._?
: :
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The main worry of all those who might be involved in a
military action is the protection of their families and of their °
. followers should they decide to act against Allende. jﬁ

- . e
r;'/'

-k

United States/Chile

. ' : C MR A

is: Does the U.S. care? The eight-hour TV interview’
cn by Fidel Castro, which was played extensively in Chile prior
to the election, told the Chilean people not to woryy E.DDL." U.S. inter-
vention if Allende won since the present "non-intervehntionist attitude"
in the U.S. combined with pressurec in the Near and Far East =~ plus
dome stic unrest in the U.S. ~- would keep the U.S. neutralized.

..t ,I—-“ “. A key question in the average Chilean's mind, — ' 5
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The following version of the same document
consists of just the first four pages (released in July
2000), but with less of the text excised overall.



E— -

--'MEMORANDUM FOR THE REC ORD

. ‘-';_SUB.]' ECT o Dmcus s:on of Ch11ean Pohtzc‘al Sltuat:.on

'PARTICIPANTS. R1chard Helms, Du-ector ‘of GIA'

- '[BACKGR OUND-

The Clulean pre31dent1a1 electmn was held on 4 September .

L R | 970. Socialist Senator Salvador Allende. the candidate of the

- Popula.r Unity, (UP) - a-coalition of the pro-Cubdn Socialist Party

_ (PS), the Communist Party (PCCh), the leftist-led Radical Party
'(PR) and other small leftist groups - won a plurality (36.3%) of

the voteg cast in'a thz'ee-way race. Jorge Alessandri, mdependen:t '
- cand:da.te of the- center right, mcludmg the National Party (PN), '

‘was generally expected to come in first, but’ was a close second -
with 35% Radomiro T omic, candidate of the Ch.r:.st:,an Democra.tm
' 'Party (PDC), came in thu'd w1th 27.8%. - : '

Kpprove‘d for Reiease
I uly 2000
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= N The Ch11ean constztutlon requu'es that because no ca.nd1da.te
- recezved a ma;or:ty of the votes ‘cast, the Congreas will meet on -
o ::24 October to electa presudent from the two top vote—gettera. The
: :f"'jC““ngress has’ selected the'top’ Vote- getter on thethree occasions
in this century when no cand1da.te recewed the requlred ma;onty.
Alessandn has said pubhcly that 1f Congress electa Inm pres1dent

"-'-".he w111 res:.gn, thereby forcmg a new pres1dent1a1 ‘ ctmn in’ WhJ-Ch
: : ) Democra.t:.c 3

. \ ec vic i t"going-.ﬂ A
) -Preszdent Eduardo Fre1, a Chr1st1a.n Democrat who -was ‘not: ehgﬂﬂe-;
— to Tunm.on 4 September, would gualify in a new. election if Al€ssandri
. ,'were elected by the. Congress -and then res:.gned. -Frei ha.s said. that.' -
- _const:.tutmnally he ca.nnot recogmze anyone as pres1dent unhl after _
.. .7 the Congress has vote', "At present the PDC holds the 75 swmg votes
- m Congress"v} ce S .y T T

- Tislms sttended

- Fthe Alessandn forces had fa:led to get out the precmct [P
' -'-‘vo_te. Women voters pro‘ba.bly compr:sed the bulk of thef' Lo




5jq_1ncrease over the 1964 abstentzlon figure. - -

hat it was "too bad that we could.not have been
“allowed to take votes away from Tomic.”" This was.a .

‘-'"'7 reference to the U. S. ‘Government caveéat ‘which l:.m:ted

efforts on our behalf to.an a.nt:.-Allende cam=- .
pa1gn w:d:h no d1rect support to Alessandr1. - S

.b Poss1'b111ty of Const1tut1ona.1 Solut:.on "' -

On electmn mght, Frel, aﬂ:er allowmg Allende

: ~to na.ve &, wctory parade, heard "of Aleasandr;‘s plan to .-

' ,try to win the preszdency on 24 October and’ then, atep down
in favor of 2 new election whrch would pro'ba'bly find Frex

opposmg Allende. Frei sent Bernardo Lezghton, an influen~ °

“'tial'Christian Democrat national deputy as his emissary

to Alessandn. ’I‘he:l.r discussions resulted in Alessandri's
" statement 1ssued several days later 9 September) that he -
was.not conc eding to Allende and that he would resign if
. elected’ by the Congress.- The chancea of Alessandri's
- '-bemg named pres1dent are shm. . Allende needa at’ most o
" only 18 add1t10na1 COngress:lona.l votes to secure his v:.ctory o

m the full Congress of 200. Alessandrx, on the other hand,

needs to attract 58 votes,’ most of them from the PDC.
Frei.is “scared blue" of: Allende's com:mg to power, but

- ‘he.can only count on 20 PDC: Congressmen to vote for -

Alessandri. .Qhas heard that some peoplé may be

o “Mgetting scared.” The Commumsts are cu‘cula.tmg black-

- 1lists with the’ names of PDC. bureaucra.ts. - These 'bla.ckhsts g B
‘may boomerang agamst the. Commumsts to'the. extent that
',.PDC Congres smen Who were. neutral-or- mcl:.ned to vote for

mSam-— .———-_ M .n 8 7-':'.--'-',-.'.-;;:-




The Congressional route to preven"t Allende from
" - coming to power, while remote, should not be ignored, but
' it entails the following risks:

L4

© _ 1) It might not work, and then what? (The new
president takes office on 4 November..)

2) Some Congressmen might move too soon or
announce tlieir intention prematurely, thereby
triggering the Commuaists to "move into the streets.'

3) Reti:_'ed Genetal Roberto Viaux, leader of the

ome otoer nut' might try to stage a coup,
thereby precluding any serious effort. (Comment:

Viatx, in October 1969, led a 24~hour rebellion of
the Tacna Artillery Regiment in Santiago to express
Lt ©  military dissatisfaction with its poor pay and equip- -
ment. The rebellion ended without bloodshed when the
government promised to meet some of Viaux's demands.
oo . Viaux had widespread moral support because of overall
’ I . _ d:s satisfaction in the military. He was convicted of
: - “rmhtary rebellion” and eventually placed on parole.
: At present he does not appear to have substantial
E support among active duty military personnel b

T iming for Pos sxble M1htary Action

Y
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L By mid- October after the PDC Congress, it should
be cloas what soill happern.gn 24 Ocfobar inthe.Congress., .
'Can we run the risk that the Alessandri/

Frei plan wiil work?"
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