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The Committee's intention to make these intimate deiails public would:
-- In Chile; jeopardize organizvations .and individuals with whom
CIA e‘stablishcd confidential relationships; confiri-n aéslociatio.ns
whi_ch might subject Chileans to prosecution (legally and/or by
terrorists); expose clandestine assets; and adversely affect
inter-government réiat:ionéhips. |
~- Elsewhere,. as w;ll as in Ghila, generate fear and reluctance
among poter.itial clandestine associates because of ouli inability
to guarantee the confi'd'entia-li_ty cif such Ijela.tions_hips; subje‘ct
the U. S, to a wave of "'au‘thoritaii.tive” chérges of‘local involv_anent;
citing asl evidence ih‘e. metincid‘s and techniques used in Chile;
lLimit the-coope.ration of liaison Witl:i,ot.her i:ritelligence .éei'vices;
Izlmd greatly diminish our capability to conduct covert operations

and to acguire intelligence clandestinely.

A

One may argue the efféct the Committee's intended revelations might have |

on institutions and the conduct of intelligén_ce operaiions, but more
definite is the potential impact upon individual Clilileans who entered *
into a relat-ioxiship with. repr.esenta.tivas of the U. S. Governriient, and

the faith and .trust in Qur Govern:'cneh;c this involver..i.' It would not be
melodramatic to 'say that the Committee's revelations might jeopardize

the livelihood, if not the life, of indivicitial Chileans,

- PHOTOCOPY FROM GERALD FORD LIBRARY
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In the area of our general foreign relations, the Committee's course

would havye damaging consequences on our foreign relations in this

Hemisphere and beyond. Because there is no yardstick by which to
measure the magnitude of the operations de.s.cribed and becaﬁse the
Allende government ultimately fell, a document of the nature proposed
even if expurgated, would be w:l.dely eceepted as official ackﬁowledge-—

ment of U, S, invelvement in Allende's overthrow,

The last five years ha.ve seen forces fnendly to the U. S take -
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control in a nurnber of countries in Latm America en‘hrely independen
of any US involvement. Bolivia before 'Chile, then Argentina and in

recent weeks Peru have all’ purged themselves of ra.dxcal and a.nf:agonls
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leadership and replaced it with independent but moderate'reéimeé
Pubhca.hon of a case study of our involvement in Chile could
cncourage 1rre5ponszb1e elements to make 1naccl'1rate aceusahons
against the new leaders, lead these same leaders to be extremely
wary of any overt manifestation of frlendshlp o;- cooperations with us

and incline them to look elsewhere for Support and assistance, Any

'S

event in Latin Amenca which appeared to result in favorable consequences

for the US would :fmd more persons willing to believe that "1mproper"

}

U.S. action was responsible for it., R : i

There are other more obvious causes for concern. Publication

-

of such a report would confirm in the eyes of many in Europe and else-

where the illegitimacy of the present Chilean regime, damaging even

a
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further its foreign image at a time when it acutely needs foreign
financial support. It would also be safe to as;srume that the willingness
of ‘'other governments to share confidences with us v;roxz;ld be decreaséd.
In countries like Me:;dco, Venezuela; and Colombia, radical elements -

3 : -«
would use the publication of details. of covert involvement in Chile tof

L

atfempt to coerce moderate ‘gow‘a‘mne;ts .t(.) adopt pbst:tires critical 0@
the U, S. A;t the least, any .a*ttem}-).t by ‘moderate leaders to overtly
support U. S, policileg or positim:xs--wopl'ﬁi risk ;::onstant 'po'l;'ti .c;a;l unde
cutting by the 0pposjtt.ion.‘ . |

LI

In the face of the Committee's intention to publish its study and hold
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pﬁblic hearings on Chile, three rnaj_gf op-tions are available:
- 'I‘hel Executive Branch can' réfuse to testify in public, but
- watch as thet Comimittee proceeds' 01‘1 its course of revelation.

-Pro: Confrontation is avc:l‘ldedj;_ExecﬁFiw}e ﬁra‘nch 'involvemen-t
is mihirnized; publicity may .b._e minimized (or at least reduced
from that generated by a confrontation).
Con:  Sources 'and methods would ble ‘exposed with the .
cons equencés cited above;.' the Committee would not be
likely to refrain from s‘imilz_a.r e;cposef; .of other countries.

The Executi.jre Blranc:h ca.n‘prptest. the Conunitte;e's intention to

t

publish and hold public hearings.
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Pro; Would limit and possibly avoid the consequences of the

Committee's intended revelations; would dramatize the issues
for the Committee and possibly influence members to adopt
modifications, if not completely abandon their plé.ﬁs; would
put the onus oﬁ the Committee for the co'nsequenvces of 1ts
publicity.

Con: Might pro;roke an ,intz;ansigent attitude which would
result i:;l more publicity, more revelations and more damage;
woull.d generate x.alements of confrontation which mighf be |
damaging ;politﬂ';c'ally, as \{véll as substantively'.

--The Executive Branch can attempt to reach a compromise which would .
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protect the sources and methods, insofar as possible, while providing

sufficient general information for the Committee to make its

~

conclusions and recommendations.

b

Pro: Avoids direct confrontati}-m; limits the degree of
revelation; attempts to protect sources and melhods; reduces

publicity; might provide restraints on further Coromittee

Ld

revelations; would avoid appearance of lack of cooperation
and charges that the Administration was '"hiding' its activities

in Chile to protect itself palitically.

Con: Might whet Committee's appetite for more revelations;

would allow some expos_ure‘of sources and methods which might

) be damaging and subject to the same consequences as a full-
1 ' 5

revelation; might be breached by unofficial leaks and
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A possible compromise was discussed with Senators Cburch and Mathi

on 5 November, It would call for;

1.

‘the Pike Committee's desires to make pubhc(__he detaﬂs of

the structuring of the public hearing so that no present or

revelations; associates the Executive Branch more closely

with whatever comes out in the Committee's publication

" or public hearings; and could have an escalating effect on

the Kurdish operatioﬂ-- Or even more sensitive data not

yet ”leaked” to th‘e public.
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CIA to work with the Corﬁmii;tee staff to delete from the

Proposed report specifics 'concerning Agency employees,

0
.o

U.S. Government officials, foreagn officials and orgamzah
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a preface to the report md:.catmg the unique nature of the

revelatmn redardmg covert act1v1t1es'

a statement indicating tha.\ti;t‘he information contained in .
the report came from many sources;
2 commitment from the Committee that no other covert . -

action would be-made the subject of a public hearing or

public report; and, | & 7 g . -

3 i

former U. S. officials are asked to appear as witnesses. The

Committee would also mininre the appearance that the

Executive Branch willingly divulged the circumstances

surrounding the covert actions.
< LA J RS
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If the Committee agreed to these provisions, there would still remain

arguments over what should and should not be &eletcd, and the over-all

thrust of the Committee study would remain a revealing document the
.

uniqueness of which would be recognized by the preface cited in paraggaph

)
2 of the p0551b1e compr0m1se. This "uniqueness!'would not erase al’é
of the pc;tenﬁal consequences of the content of the study, and Would, g
; =)
not avoid the detaﬂs that rernam from be1ng exploited by our enermesg
abroad. In additiori, t}}e proposed attempts to hide the fact that the %
P ' . z £
CIA is the source of most of the infor;:n'ation would appear to be a cop,-zout
on our responsibility as a J?natter of faith and trust to protect thése g
\ﬁgh whom we have entered into a clandestine relationship, and to -% r

afford them as ﬁlu;h protection as possibie. It would also appear to.
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undercut our efforts to maintain and establish clandestine relationships

in the future. P

You have echocd the declarations of previous Presidents in determining

that covert operations are necessary and desirable as an adjunct of our
foreign policy in the’ ﬁatioﬁal interest aﬁd(éecur‘ity. In order to have ' _
covert operations, the essential ingre;iiénts must be protected and

) preéerved. Fundamental is the sanctity of the agreement lby which individuals

enter into a clandestine relationship with a representative of the U. S,

Government, as are the methods which are employed.




‘Mmean revelations limited only in degreé over those which would be

In swmmation;

To completely disengage and allow the Committee to carry out its inten-
tions to publish and to hold public hearings on covert actions in‘Chile

is unthinkable.

To compromise before taking a firm stand on this report would mean an.

abandonment of the principle S;ou have so far maintained with regard to

the assassination report. It offers some politic.al advantage in avoiding

a confrontation over what appears fo be "inevitable! but otherwise will

brought forth if the Committee moves a:bea.d as it wishes.,
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To declare 2 firm Presidential position against any revelations of
sources and methods for reasons outlined in this paper would underscore

the risks and consequences involved and impress upon the Committee

the great concern of those most familar with the necessity and conduct of

"

covert operations. It would not rule out a compi'ozm'.se, should that
appear desirable, but it would surely strengthen Executive Branch

. - . 3 ¢
negotiators in developing the details of any such compromise, should

one prove workable.




