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1. The enclosed msmorandum of conversation with Mr. A. Bujung
Nasution, an assistant to the Indonesian Attorney General, comveys some
of the flavor of the current post-September 30 political atmosphere in
Indonesia as viewed by an Indonesian moderate who has actively entered
the fray. Perhaps its greatest significance is the indication it gives
that & part of Indonesia's able middle class which in receat years has
been politieally imert is coming forward at this time to challemge the
leftward course of Indonesian events.

2. In addition to the enclosed comments by Mr. Nasution, there
is public evidence of his active inveolvement. On both October 30 and

September 30 movement. The articles state that the time has come for
every person to take a stand. No longer can people await orders or
wait and see vhich way the wind is blowing. Ne recalls how agitators
wmmhmtdummummm
musicians for playing music the people wanted and had destroyed phono-
graph records. In the field of justice, & high officisl had issued
instructions that officials must take the side of the “farmers and
workers” in any dispute whatever its merits. (Note: An obvious reference
to erypto~Communist Justice Minister Astrawinata). Such persons
served to pave the way for the September 30 movement with their
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e —  MEORANIUN OF CONVERSATION

Subject: The Situation im ""I » Moderates ‘.“:.' -
Rfforts of > i

Destroy the PKI.

ticipants: Mr. A. Dujung NASUTION, 5.., Assistant to the
Attorsey Gemeral of

Robert . Bich, Jr., Second Sec 4

Place: :

& tion, vho has been an scquaintance of the reporting
for two years, but ot & followiag de

officer Indomesian politics, contacted me at his 1965,

“..-iﬂ.. the current situstiom. The

for o mestine discuse ations on October 15 and 19,

2. BNasution said that the present situstion offered a unigue aad
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boen shocked several days previously to hear Radio Melaysia refer to
possible Army exscutions of Communist cadres. He cuphasized that the key
to the preseat situation remained Sukarmo. Sukarno was always ready to
grab ou to foreign press reports and use them agaiast those forces in
the country which were curreantly tryimg to crush the PEKI. The extent of
Amy repression of the PKI was being carsfuily kept from Sukarno. While
Sukarno would probably hear reports to this effect, it was very important
that he mot be mble to cite particular sources such as foreign radio and
mmm:mmuummnmmmnud
not only incite Sukarmo to crack down on the Army's activities but alse
mmum&lymmtmylmdu“ﬂmun
Nekolim. Mr. Nasutiom particularly stressed the delicate positiom of
Indonesian moderates at this time. They curreatly have the initiative,
but need more time to break the back of PKI streagth. To do this Sukarno
must not be handed ammmition from sbroad which he can turn against the

Amy and its supporters.

4. The reporting officer stressed that the US Government was fully
sware of the sensitive nature of current eveats snd was mekiag every
effort to svoid stimulating press speculation which would redound to the
dotriment of moderate forces ia Indonesia at this time. It was moted,
bowever, that the USG has mo coatrol over its press.

$. MNasution spoke of Sukarno as 2 man vhose image in the coumtry
was irrevocably shattered for the lomg run and yot who still held a pre-
eminent psychological position which the Army could not chballemge
directly. A distinct danger foreseen by the moderates at preseat was
that Sukarno and Subsmdrio might yet be able to divert public atteatiom
to sn alleged Nekolim threat and blawe the US and "imperialists” im
general for sttempting to set Indomesians against themselves in early
October. He moted the difficulty, and even impossibility, of pursuing
& course of denials snd refutations of spurious charges whick might
arise in this commection and recalled the effectivemess with which the
ﬂhhm&mmnmmmumumtu
thm-mmsmmmu.
r. Rather than be placed on the defemsive by such charges, he
ﬂnwmnm-umﬁwmum

ned poople in its fullest extent. By repeated
‘wummmummn.
g for evidence of Subandrio's commection
ment, however, the Army and moderate groups
to tura up firm useable evidence of Subandrio's
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participation. He asked specifically wvhether the American Embassy could

provide any firm evidence of Subandrio’s links with the PKI or with
Communist China.

6. HNasution stated that some elements in the Army had raised the
possibility of freeing former NMasjumi and PSI leaders who had been in
Jail since the PRRI rebellion. “We" have told the Army, Nasution said,
that the important thing at present is to protect these moderate figures
wvhere they are, in jail, and preserve their safety for the future. The
political scene is still too delicate to consider their overt release at
this time and they are perbaps safer in jail than any vhere else.

Biographic Note

7. Nr. Nasutiom is an intelligent and soft spokem young lawyer who
did some university study im Australia. Throughout the reporting
officer's two~year acquaintance with him he has deplored the leftist
trend of Indonesian politics. Until the September 30 coup attempt,

» he had never indicated any overt political participation himself.

has vorked in the imtelligence and security sections of the Attormey
General ‘s office prior to being appointed & special aide to the Attorney
General in 1964, He was in charge of security arrangements for ¥.S.
Attorney General Hobert Kemmedy during the latter's 1961 visit to
Indonesia and has frequently spokem of his considerable admiration for
the Esnnedys as & result of that experience. Up until 1963 Nasution had
for some time also bdeen & member of the Indonesian Film Board Cemsor
Committee for foreign films but had bheen removed from this group whem
it bocame more leftist oriented. MNasution is a Moslem Memdailing Batak
from the same part of Sumatra as his famous namesake at the head of the
Indonesian Armed Forces.
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