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Subject: FRG - Further Delay on NPT Signature 

The action of the West German Cabinet on April 23, further post-

poning a decision about NPT signature pending additional "clarifications" 

of the Treaty and renewed diplomatic efforts to get a more satisfactory 

response from the USSR, appears to indicate that, as the FRG approaches 

a national election, domestic political preoccupations are beginning, 

to outweigh the international pressure that Bonn has been under to 

sign. It is now extremely unlikely that West Germany will sign 

before the Bundestag election on September 28. How soon it will sign 

after that, if at all, depends to a degree on the results of the election. 

An unexpectedly large vote for the Social Democratic Party (SPD) and for 

the Free Democrats (FDP) would make an early signature much more likely. 

Conversely, an absolute majority victory for the CDU/CSU (Christian 

Democratic Union/Christian Social Union) -- considered unlikely at this 

juncture -- might well strengthen opposition to the Treaty, especially 

since its leading opponent, CSU Chairman Strauss, could be expected to 

emerge as a major figure in such a government. 

As of now, domestic political opposition remains strong. In the cur-

rent Bundestag, the SPD and FDP favor adherence; the CDU is split; ~nd the 

CSU, the Bavarian sister party of the CDU, is 100-percent opposed. If, as 
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