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i-. Appeargnce of the Blagt
a. On the morning of 8 December 1955 v (new Soviet calendar), Source uas

worlking inside ocme of the 1
mately 0900 hours (local time),

bulldings of the soda plant.
Source expeorienced a significant change

~ in pressure on his ear drums. Mapressnmmnotsharpamipaimlht
was of sufficient intensity and duration to cause him to turn from his
work to detormine the cause of the pressure.

" ﬂ.vv)«/or;

For a few seconds he was

unaole to hear. As Sourcve turned from his work, the ground began to
trenble and pulsate, not violently, but as if anearthqunkewnbegi.nning
At this point the chief of the works ran through the building calling to

all workers to go ocutside.

in the area were oscillating as if they had been set in motion by the

ground movement.
by the ground novement rather than by an air wave.-
"erackling with pressures”

//7"'

At appra:l-

Source did not know whether the crackling was due to the bturst or to the
passage of a single-engine jet alrcraft over the area during this time.
The vibration of the buildings appeared to have been effected Ly ome large
"push” followed by a series of smaller vibrations.
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Source believed the movement of the tmildings was cansed A
Outgide the alir was

it sounded as if the "alr was tearing up.®
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b. Source and several coworkers firat looked
in the direction the pround
:om appeared t:mi be traveling (northeast). Somecne shouted to the group
red-omr mefim usSmxrcatmnodhasautbaupperthi:ﬂofnlarga
. :’ug ball on the southegst horizon, The fireball appeared in
[ tozl intensity like a bright sun shining through a haze. Source was
‘::o ﬁed by this light and felt no change in temperature. Only the
thppe; rd of the fireball, described as a semicircle, wvas visible over
© forest. USource atated that the fireball d1d not increase in asize
g;.ri.ng his observation. He was unahle to describe accurately the size .
tlur:lw ogitt;ball bu; :'Gcaligg that the end points of the chord of the upper
e ball on horizon between tw S ‘
g A).? en two small lakes (see olﬁetch i
Pl i
¢. Source did not see the fireball pulse, He guessed the elapsed time"fron
the noment he felt the shock on his ears until he observed the fireball
callapse and disappear to be approximately five mimutes. . T
d. No mushroom cloud appeared as a result of the explosion. The wveather m
clear and cold (=30°C.)j the sun was obscured by a complete cover of
clouds at very high altitude. Source stated that this reglon was "aluays"
blanketed with a very high cloud cover. No change occurred in the weathb®

L4

as a result of the blast. o

Effocts and Dagmre

a. All vindous in the large buildings of the scda factory (see Sketch 3 of
Attachment A) were destroyed,tut Source was unable to f£it the loss of the
windows into the sequence ,of events and could not recall whether the
windoys blew in or out. 3/ Composition ahingles on the wooden -
buildings did not suffer damage, nor did the bulldings themselves suffer
any effects. These buil s wore of frame construction with walls made
of planlking approximately 7/8 inch thick. The only dsmage ‘obssrved Ly
Source vas the flaking off of dry clay which was uwsed the prisonors to
cover theirqude living quartors. /utomobiles.in the area were not
danaged. ilo personnel were injured. lo ° leaves wore torn from the

. trees (Source pointed out that the trees are coniferous).

b. The blast pressure wave traveled down the stacks of the caleining furnaces,
through a tunnel connecting the stacks to theso furmaces, and down the
length of tho furnaces, blowing open the steel doors (weight of door, 220
1bs; coefficient of friction of hinges, unknown) and speuving the contents
out into the yurd (see Sketches 4a and 4b of Attachment 4).

c. Ashes were also blown from the fireplaces of residences in Soda Zavod. 4 3
Source did not observe other damage to the toum of Soda Zavod. On
17 Decenber he traveled to Malinew=yc twiciDre:c; ZKn cast of fcdelgeived,
Sto et o d =nild Dens Tarn, He did not observe any damage to this towm but
pointed cut that in his excitement of going hame he probably would not
have noticed anything but the most severe damage.

d. Several hours after the btlast, Kagakhs came into Soda Zavod and reported
damage and loss of 1ife in several of the small touns along the Irtysh
" iver northwest of Semipalatinsk, Scurce did not learn specifically how
the people had been killed. The Eazgkhs reported that the residents of the
touns did not evacuate the area because damage was not sufficient to result
in mass relocation of the populace, although some living quarters were
destroyed. The damage comsisted of the destructlon of clay=covered log
houses; clay had been ripped off and some of the logs hand fallen. The
damage caused by the December 8 explosion was the first Source had seen or
hoard of in this area. E

Poat Teat fotdvitdes ,)--. ;

8. On the day following the December 8 test, Source heard a VOA program in
Russian announcing that the USSR hed explodod o hydrogen bomb, On the
fallouving day (December 10), the Soviet radio, which Source believed to |
be Radio Moscow, also announced ‘that the USSR had detonated a hydrogen |
bonb, ‘The radio reportad that 17 grams of hydrogen had been used in the l
veapon. Several days after the test, Source heard on the radio (sgain !
believed to be Radio Moscow) that indemnification would be paid to the- ) [
L
|
I

residents injured by a 'S He did

_:33546 DocId: 3143217186
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b, gzittge dgg folloving the test (9 Decombor), three Soviet "ofeiciqlan vhom -

f;r nor his associates had seen previocusly, arrived in the a?ea and -
msm:ged residents concerning the event of tho ’exploa:l.on and the cmuse

e t:g:ennaa of the damages. Source could not describe their uniforms

P they were golden yollow in color and had three stars of

unknoun
s col..:r on the shoulder boards, Source did not speak with these

€. On 9 or 10 December,a general rumor eirculated am
ong the people in Seda
Zavod that a socond test had been cancelled, allegedly becgugglof the

damage caused by the test on 8 De ber., S
p oy  Decenber ource could not amplify th:l.a

4e Alx Activity in the Aveg

a., Source observed a single-engined Jet  alrcraft at the time of the mclear
tost and assumed it was concerned with the test. This alrcraft was £irst
observed hy Source f£lying low over the trees (which Source located beotween

bim and the fireball), coming from the southwest and flying toward the g

northeast. Source reconstructed the flight path of this aireraft from a
Jet trail he saw in the sky at the time of the turst. This trail was
very high until the aircraft was over the trecs; it then took a e
dounward bend ending uith the jet flying low (see Sketch 5 of Attachmers -
A). The appearance of the aircraft caused considerahle excitoment and
speculation; the observers assumed that it had dropped an atomic bomb.

No other alrcraft was observed at the time of the test,

bs The only other air activities Source had observed in the area were the
©+ dally flights of three twin-engined transport plenes which flew in the
direction of Semipalatinsk. The aircraft flew several mimutes o
betueen 0900 and 1000 hours every day. Each evening three similar aireraft
flew fram the direction of Semipalatinsk, presumshly toward Barnanl. .
Source cannot recall seeing any military aircraft, such as large jet
bambors or other types, flying in the area,

5. Bestricted Ars E025x1 CIA

a. Source first heard of. atomic testing in the area near Soda Zaved in the
fall of 1951 vhen ons of his Russian friends in the toun told him that
the USSR had the atam bamb. (Scurce had also heard a radio announcement
sometime in 1949 that the USSR had the atom bamb), Source's friend sald

-thet the USSR had detonated a bamb in 1951 and that houses at an unlmowm
location (not Soda Zavod) had had some clay flaked off as a result of the
burst. Source's friend told him that at that time the radio reported
this incidont as an earthquake but that "all the Russians living in the
area know 1t wvas the atom.," His friend said that he had heard from his
Kazokh fricnds that large weapons were being tested in the restricted
ares. Source could supply no further detaile of this conversation,

bs. Semetime prior to 1955, Source also had centact with Kazakhs who lived
along the Irtysh _iver northeast of Semipalatinsk. These Kazakhs told
him that west of this river was a large restricted area for the purpose
of "testing woapons,” Tho Kazakhs stated that they had heard explosions
in this area over several yeoars, sams of vhich they believed to be
normal artillery weapons, From conversations with residents of the amall
towns along the river, Source ostimated the center of this restricted
area to be not farther than 280 to 300 km southwest of Mikhaylovskiy
(sec Sketch 2 of Attachment A), Source claimed that all residents along
the Irtysh ‘iver knov of the reatricted areg, .

6. From Juns to August 1955, Source visited the east bank of the Irtysh
betuoen Semdpalatinsk and Podpuskoye,to fish, He observed on the west
side of the river emall poles bearing red flags 30 to 40 cm in size;
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" these poles were placed at distanees\of 400 to 500 meters. Reidentu of

;?;1 ;'ea told So;rg:n;:hnt these flags marked the restricted game of the
weapons tes ground and that all h rodu

the USSR were tented here; o Prrm Mo g

Source had also heard from Russian residents

in Soda Zaved that weapons were assembled and tested in this areas He
hod no information conce

rning production of weapons within the restricted
area 1tsolf or in the city of Semipalatinsk which does not 1ie within
the restricted area; Source had no information concerning the inside
of the restricted area,

lle did not :
near the area; s see any fgencel,- patrals, or towers
6: Othor Tost, Activities - Eozscacid

"~

8., Source claimed to have experienced the effects of two other Soviet miclear
tests: ome in tho winter (possibly December) of 1951 and ome in early
1952, Source stated that the 1951 effect-occurred ak approximately 2000

hours; he described it as a rush of air aceompanied by a slight ground :

novement, He saw no flash, apd no damnge occurred in the area. The effect
in early 1952 was of the sam¥intensity in ground movement buf was
accompanied by a less severe, hardly noticeable pressuye wave: This

second test occurred betweon 1800 and 1900 hours, but Source could not
give a specific date, ' :

b. Source admitted that at the times he experienced the above effects he did
not lmov their causes, but that after the test on 8 December 1955, which
he considered to be unnistakably an atomie testy; he thought back to | -
previous experiences of a sinmilar nature and concluded that the above "~
offects were also the result of muiclear tests: He did not recall any
discussion by the ° " citizens in Soda Zsvod of the 1951 and 1952
events; other than that from his friend (see paragraph 5).

"7 . Pogoible Vogthoxr Station
a. Source could describe only genernlly what he believed to be a small weather

station located in the toun of Soda Zaved., This station was a small,

ane-story wooden house adjoining an area of approximately 15 x 15 meters,

fenced with barbed wire. The lenced area enclosed two metal pales approxi-

mately 6 meters and 4 meters in height., These poles were anchored to the ,

ground by guide wires and were connected by an overhead wire to the woodem . 't

building cutside the area. Source believed these to be antermas tut he had

no evidence to support this, The enclosed area also contained a wooden

pole 2 nmeters in height with a small unit resembling a portable radio

transnitter attached to the base. Source once saw a man operating thias

unit by tuisting lmobs and reading diale. Source could not assign any

function to this unit, g

bs Source also observed what appeared to be a surveylng team outaide
the fonced areat two men with red and white expansible tripod poles
noving thromghout the area, placing the polos vertically on the ground
vhile a third man gave instructions to the pale carriers and made roadings
from the pales through "field glasses." Source cnce observed these pales
with a T-shaped box on top; the men holding the pales were giving "readings®
of unknovn character to another man who noted the readings in a notebock,
Source never observed any balloons being useds

c¢. The station was manned by three civilians btut was not contimally ocoupied,

Souree passed it several times when it appeared deserted. fle did not

Imou if tho station was operated during certain seasons or whether it
~ was occupled in November and December 1955.

d. Source had no ovidence to assign a radicactive monitoring function to
this station.

8. Loricpal Infornatdon

a. Source never visited the city of Semipalatinsk because he did not have the
proper documents (a "pasgport®)s the only document he possessed wns a

—EEeRET
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plant pass for the soda factory, H

1a. Source never visifed " any of

il

o had heard tha
ation was reqtureq 1n~§en1pa1atinsk other than g:tn?msmgidmd::m e
RRSERL TS that no special securit,
within the city except the normal spot checks made rrog :?:glmtom&::d
the

S

b. Source heard that a large,

ve ; ‘ |
directly southsoes Ty restricted . military ipstallation was :

C of Semipalatinsk, - He had
assoclate this, installation with the testing area,
€. Source never _6bservad any : v

personnel in large mumbers, He could not recall the
small body of troops located ih Soda Zavod.

o information to

u-oop,ﬂhit mmbo'ra nor 4id he ever see military
unit numbers of the

d. Source never observed any river traffic on the Irtyah on his few vimits

there, Tho river vas;2 lm wide and fast-floving. -

1.

2 m Source's ‘reconstruction dlagran of ‘the appearance of the
in relation to-the two lakes was

made only after considerable

effort and most p;ohqbly mumm only a vague guess.’

3. [Korzent. In viev of-the lack of other demage, this statement should
be taken with reserve., .inother source who lived in’t.his area at the sare

time has denied knowledge of any broken. windovs.

be :Lgm This phanom'enm.-hnﬁﬂi:aen reported by a separate indepsndent

sourde. v20- was 14 Soda Zavod- at the time.

b 025x1 CIA
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