CABLE | RIVHOTEL @

ARkl e shilie 6
Havana, Cuba.

My dearest IMidel,

L wanted to give you something to express my gratitude for
thée time you granted mej; for the interview; for the beautiful
Llowers; lor the many kindnesses you hmru ,huwn me since our
first meeting. And so I am chdlngyuu a ttle keepseeck.

But I wanted to give you something more, something of
preater value. And after thinking about it very seriously
L decided to give you ‘the most valuable possession I have
to offer: Namely: my faith in your honor.

My Taith in the form of a letter which, if revealed,
would destroy me in the United States. Teb L believe
L can send you this letter with complete equanimity. And
the letter shall stand as a Uestament UCo Lhc dephh of my
faith in you.,

L wish you well, Iidel. -
an American woman, who believes in‘eaxr ideals;aour constitution;
our Bill of Rights; our hallowed traditions; our Ryxmmsik
democruatic sacraments... skdlxbvbrixinkonbiehxbkwlookwRR kel
Jawish you, [Fidel Castro, well.

1L do not want you destroyed. IFox, during our meetings,
you revealed something to me that is rarvesfnoble ,v—
inspiring... and the experience has touched me profoundly.
This haprens only occasionally in one's lifetime. You
possess whal George Bernard Shaw called "that spark of

) divine fire.!" Your critics are mistaken. You are nowb
the ruthlegs, cynical Utyrant they have depicted. I am
convinced beyond doubts that you are a man of the highest
ideals and the mogt lofty aspirations - a man of honor
and extraordinary dedication.

I do not believe you have meant to hurt people -
though, in all candor, L &am both saddened and outraged
that you have daatrmyed thousands and hhxkxmﬂhgkmhxﬁxk
harmed many more without Jjust cause. OSbtill, having known
you, 1L cannot bring myself to blame you entirely. I do
not think it was your intention To betray the revolution
though, again, I shall be homnest and admit that I,

pergonally, believe you did betray the revuluLlag,ﬂf-thc
onR that you pledged to carry out kmtkx back in thé hills
of the Sierra Maestra. fmiexmughx (p) ©So much has gone




CABLE : RIVHOTEL

wrong on this lovely, star-crossed Island... so much
bloodshed, cruelty, row)saé despailsse and, yet, ymmx
XEXEXREXX I #8 no that you are not wholly
responsible., External forces were at work, unforseen
though not jnecessarily, inevitable, that placed you in th
position you now find yourself. #omxkksdxyx You could <
W eere controla the situation had you been -eble—to~be
more patient, more mature... but, no, I will not go into
that here. Xhxkxkskikxx The purpose of this letter is
not a critique of the course of the revolution but a tone
poem to you - the man.

Thus, even theugh I disapprove of much of yvour revolution
as it exists today and wish with all my belng that events
could have taken a different course I wish you well,

Fidel Castro. I want you to succedds For I have seen you
and heard you and had 4 glimpse of your heart. i@erol

_ it -ie a geedheart-emd-I want the man protected for the >00d
& skhat eventually he may bring to beargu n servedsind., wd,

How rare a person you are, my 4 Fidel. How necessary
en like you are to the history offimemisind. Kant, the
great German phllosopheI)Spoke of man's 1nexorable omeomd
espiaakien toward %me good,” Well, men like you are the
reeessery ingredients of that historical processxxzxxwhich,
hopefully, will lead us to the moment toward which e all’””“
aspire gee the final betterment of the human condltlon, \\
You 1lift us up out of our apathy, our de%ﬁh&?, our
pe@SEmien: and our mediocrity. And when §ou are successfuﬁ)
¥¥r you are the men who point the way L do not honestly know
how much “you w1ll_eventually contrlbute/but I feel deeply

that you must be permitted to play out your role, That
much you must be permittedf

( And if, in some small way, I can be privileged to help/
you play out that role I shall do all in my power to achieve
this end. I am going to talk to certain people when I/return
toVie States. I am going to tell them many things. /I
not overestimate my influence. But I shall try to lp.
17845 e able to do abselutely nothing. But I sha try and

I can do no more than that.) fingi WJ$~
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Qﬂﬂ—Fﬂf&‘%ﬁﬁﬁrht“' I worry for you, my dearasst F

idel,
fear for you. I belive - no I am convinced - that vou :“e
surrounded by ;ﬁ: S jar more cynical, far more ruthless
than youw realize. I want you to be on your guard. But
always remember that bthese forces Lo the es need you nearly

LS u ch as you n

don't let th: o)
tha aces. You must b
should kncow this - yo

m - ;Lf.'Hﬂiéﬁisa Gau ntially -
get 1ty ever. They do not have all
laughing at me now. Of coirse ¥«
lived throush October, 1962,

(0
1 D
i e
D-I-

oUrvive ,my dearest. Frove to the world thet ¢
what we who believed in }*u during the ecxrly days thcu
were, Make the enlightened nrogressive communitv of the

world say: ''We were rivht in the first place and wrong in the

second.” History will absolve you, yes, but o 1y if vou
survive snd Ehﬂﬂ chanceconditions EEFG. Orly 1f you are shle
to effectuete the idesls you 2@ zrticul:ted :h;n Tou

were fighting in the hllls. You can do 1u.4@-I LA0W you can

dol 1t gecat men can move mountains. It can he e (T
- 5 eﬂﬁﬁ&uiﬁi“ﬁﬁﬂr“ﬁﬁ*Et“I- g o

Zarmene B e Ko~ There is a rmmixksmkx way cl end you

must find that reed and travel it - even though lq e o

cambersome, painful and full of pitfalls, k_’f - X |

And riow comes my main point: what you have to offer the
world thet is meeningful and universally apolicsble is n-%
some capricieus brand of tropical Iﬁrxlemﬂhuu your deep
sense of justicei@QYﬁum'enu ne concern for the poor:; the
helpless; the sick; th> mEr op ressed; the defenseless; the

ri'

deprived; the lost; the despairing. four rﬂ"alunﬂa“ h:s,
without ques=tion, L:'r“v-ﬂ your person ics and ideals

but the ¢
And yourp Y o Eiﬁﬁi“ﬂsﬂsssmésés Tourhs 'tion to manking
is to make that quality ever stronser, to make it a rezality
for your people - all your people, every class and sector,

Let flow in the most untrammeled way the goodness that is
substance and czn be y“u“ salvation. ,

@é’a Nrran,

ality is sbtill thercodl I sa &g?, ‘rlu ing and pure = T™X
ll‘f“‘

your
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Perhaps we shall never see one aapther cgain. ut
I shall treasure with all my heart for as long as 1
live my trip to Cuba in April of 1965 and ny

meetings with you, my dearest Fidel,

-
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