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1. (C) ON MAY 8, WE DISCUSSED THE INDONESIA SITUATION WITH
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SAID

HE WAS FOLLOWING CLOSELY THE SCALE, FREQUENCY, AND COMPOSITION
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OF THE ANTI-SOEHARTO DEMONSTRATIONS.
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POTENTIAL CHANGE WOULD BE WHEN LARGE GROUPS OF NON-STUDENTS

(HOUSEWIVES AND UNEMPLOYED MEN, PARTICULARLY) JOINED THE

DEMONSTRATIONS; THIS WOULD LIKELY OCCUR, THOUGHTl ‘ B1
WHEN THAT HAPPENED, THE DEMONSTRATIONS COULD QUICKLY REACH A

CRITICAL MASS THAT WOULD PROMPT SOEHARTO TO ORDER THE ARMY TO

CLAMP DOWN. THIS WOULD FORCE THE ARMED FORCES LEADERSHIP,

ALREADY SHOWING SIGNS OF A SPLIT ON HOW TO DEAL WITH THE

CURRENT SITUATION, TO DECIDE HOW COMMITTED IT WAS TO SOEHARTO.

2. (C) THE ARMED FORCES LEADERSHIP WAS SHOWING SIGNS OF A
BASIC SPLIT ON HOW TO HANDLE THE CURRENT DEMONSTRATIONS, SAID

I COMMANDER IN CHIEF WIRANTO, ALREADY INSTRUCTED BY B1
SOEHARTO TO CLAMP DOWN ON THE DEMONSTRATORS, WAS WALKING A
TIGHTROPE. WIRANTO HAD SENT WARNINGS TO THE STUDENTS NOT TO
TAKE THEIR DEMONSTRATIONS TO THE STREET, BUT AT THE SAME TIME
HE WAS TELLING THEM THE ARMED FORCES WERE NOT HOSTILE.
SAID HE HAD RECEIVED TODAY AN E-MAII. FROM JAKARTA
REPORTING THAT WIRANTO'S DEPUTY, ARMED FORCES CHIEF FOR SOCIAL
AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS SUSILO BANBANG, HAD COMMENTED (NOT
PUBLICLY) THAT IT WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA TO CONVENE THE NATIONAL
CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY TO DECIDE THE COUNTRY'S FUTURE
(PRESUMABLY, BY REPLACING SOEHARTO). IF TRUE, PERHAPS THIS
SIGNALED THE INTENTIONS OF THE "WIRANTO WING" OF THE ARMED
FORCES, THOUGHT

3. (C) ON THE OTHER HAND, ARMY STRATEGIC RESERVE COMMANDER

(AND SOEHARTO SON IN LAW) PRABOWO WAS DOING HIS BEST TO

PREVENT DEMONSTRATIONS FROM GETTING OUT OF CONTROL IN JAKARTA,

‘WHERE ANY "FINAL SHOWDOWN" WOULD TAKE PLACE. PRABOWO WAS ALSO

ENGAGED IN A POWER STRUGGLE WITH WIRANTO, WHICH WOULD REACH A
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"MOMENT OF TRUTH" WHEN SOEHARTO ORDERED AN ARMY CRACKDOWN IN
THE FACE OF MASS DEMONSTRATIONS. THE QUESTION WAS NOT IF THIS
MOMENT WOULD COME, BUT WHEN, THOUGHTl

B1

__[THE GROUP HAD CONCLUDED RECENTLY THAT SOEHARTO'S
REGIME WOULD NOT SURVIVE THE SERIES OF DEMONSTRATIONS THAT
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WOULD CONTINUE TO BUILD AND EXPAND IN COMING WEEKS AND MONTHS.

THIS DID ‘NOT MEAN SOEHARTO WOULD BE OVERTHROWN OR FORCED TO
STEP DOWN IN THE NEXT MONTH OR TWO. BUT HE WOULD MOST LIKELY

NO LONGER BE INDONESIA'S LEADER BY THE END OF THIS YEAR, THE
GROUP CONCLUDED.

5. (C) As IN REFTEL REPORT, WE PROVIDE

COMMENTS AS THE VIEWS OF A LONGSTANDING ACADEMIC OBSERVER OF
INDONESIAN AFFAIRS. LAFLEUR
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