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deter it from threatening peace and stability
in the region.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 3, 1998.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 4.

Executive Order 13073—Year 2000
Conversion
February 4, 1998

The American people expect reliable serv-
ice from their Government and deserve the
confidence that critical government functions
dependent on electronic systems will be per-
formed accurately and in a timely manner.
Because of a design feature in many elec-
tronic systems, a large number of activities
in the public and private sectors could be
at risk beginning in the year 2000. Some
computer systems and other electronic de-
vices will misinterpret the year ‘‘00’’ as 1900,
rather than 2000. Unless appropriate action
is taken, this flaw, known as the ‘‘Y2K prob-
lem,’’ can cause systems that support those
functions to compute erroneously or simply
not run. Minimizing the Y2K problem will
require a major technological and managerial
effort, and it is critical that the United States
Government do its part in addressing this
challenge.

Accordingly, by the authority vested in me
as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. (a) It shall be the policy
of the executive branch that agencies shall:

(1) assure that no critical Federal program
experiences disruption because of the Y2K
problem;

(2) assist and cooperate with State, local,
and tribal governments to address the Y2K
problem where those governments depend
on Federal information or information tech-
nology or the Federal Government is de-
pendent on those governments to perform
critical missions;

(3) cooperate with the private sector oper-
ators of critical national and local systems,
including the banking and financial system,

the telecommunications system, the public
health system, the transportation system, and
the electric power generation system, in ad-
dressing the Y2K problem; and

(4) communicate with their foreign coun-
terparts to raise awareness of and generate
cooperative international arrangements to
address the Y2K problem.

(b) As used in this order, ‘‘agency’’ and
‘‘agencies’’ refer to Federal agencies that are
not in the judicial or legislative branches.

Sec. 2. Year 2000 Conversion Council.
There is hereby established the President’s
Council on Year 2000 Conversion (the
‘‘Council’’).

(a) The Council shall be led by a Chair
who shall be an Assistant to the President,
and it shall be composed of one representa-
tive from each of the executive departments
and from such other Federal agencies as may
be determined by the Chair of the Council
(the ‘‘Chair’’).

(b) The Chair shall appoint a Vice Chair
and assign other responsibilities for oper-
ations of the council as he or she deems nec-
essary.

(c) The Chair shall oversee the activities
of agencies to assure that their systems oper-
ate smoothly through the year 2000, act as
chief spokesperson on this issue for the exec-
utive branch in national and international
fora, provide policy coordination of executive
branch activities with State, local, and tribal
governments on the Y2K problem, and pro-
mote appropriate Federal roles with respect
to private sector activities in this area.

(d) The Chair and the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget shall report
jointly at least quarterly to me on the
progress of agencies in addressing the Y2K
problem.

(e) The Chair shall identify such resources
from agencies as the Chair deems necessary
for the implementation of the policies set out
in this order, consistent with applicable law.

Sec. 3. Responsibilities of Agency Heads.
(a) The head of each agency shall:

(1) assure that efforts to address the Y2K
problem receive the highest priority atten-
tion in the agency and that the policies estab-
lished in this order are carried out; and

(2) cooperate to the fullest extent with the
Chair by making available such information,
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support, and assistance, including personnel,
as the Chair may request to support the ac-
complishment of the tasks assigned herein,
consistent with applicable law.

(b) The heads of executive departments
and the agencies designated by the Chair
under section 2(a) of this order shall identify
a responsible official to represent the head
of the executive department or agency on the
Council with sufficient authority and experi-
ence to commit agency resources to address
the Y2K problem.

Sec. 4. Responsibilities of Interagency and
Executive Office Councils. Interagency coun-
cils and councils within the Executive Office
of the President, including the President’s
Management Council, the Chief Information
Officers Council, the Chief Financial Offi-
cers Council, the President’s Council on In-
tegrity and Efficiency, the Executive Council
on Integrity and Efficiency, the National
Science and Technology Council, the Na-
tional Performance Review, the National
Economic Council, the Domestic Policy
Council, and the National Security Council
shall provide assistance and support to the
Chair upon the Chair’s request.

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This Executive
order is intended only to improve the inter-
nal management of the executive branch and
does not create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
equity by a party against the United States,
its agencies, or instrumentalties, its officers
or employees, or any other person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 4, 1998

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 5, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on February 6.

Remarks Announcing the High
Hopes for College Initiative
February 4, 1998

Let’s give her a hand; she was great. Bravo!
[Applause] Thank you very much. Fabiola,
you can introduce me any time you want.

[Laughter] You were magnificent, and I
know your family is very proud of you today.

Mr. Vice President, thank you for all the
work you’ve done on our education initia-
tives. Secretary Riley, thank you for what you
said and for what you’ve done. And I want
to thank you and all your people, Leslie
Thornton and the others who worked on this.
I want to thank Gene Sperling—the Vice
President has already blown his head up too
big—[laughter]—but he has been working
on this issue with deep personal conviction
for 5 years. Now, all of you who know Gene
know that since he never sleeps, that is the
equivalent of 10 years’ work for anyone else.
[Laughter]

I thank Harris Wofford and all the people
at AmeriCorps, including the young volun-
teers who are here today; Linda Chavez-
Thompson; and especially Congressman
Chaka Fattah, for whom this has been a life
passion. I thank the Members of Congress,
both Republicans and Democrats, who are
here and those who could not come today.
We have an extraordinary representation
from Congress among those who are here
and among those who are not. I thank the
college presidents who are here and the over
300 they represent, and the heads of organi-
zations who are here.

And I think before I begin I should recog-
nize a man who has been a mentor to all
of us, and a great friend to Hillary and to
me for many years, Mr. Eugene Lang, would
you please stand. Thank you, and God bless
you, sir, for everything you have done. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

Since this is my only public appearance
of the day, before I begin it is important,
I think, to say a few words about the situation
in Iraq. Later today, Secretary Albright is
going to report to me about her intensive
week of meetings with our friends in the Per-
sian Gulf, Europe, and Russia. I’m encour-
aged by the strong consensus she found that
Iraq must fulfill all the United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolutions and that it must allow
international weapons inspectors full and un-
fettered access to all suspect sites. All of us
would prefer a genuine diplomatic solution.
I want to reiterate that to every single Amer-
ican. All of us would prefer a genuine diplo-
matic solution.
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