it b ot o s o LLAT

ﬁEﬁL&EQI?Im’PIm smmm:rw mﬁmn FROBE
ZBl SUNEBATIL DECLASSTIZIONTION GULIHE

T T'" —
DATE D8-zB-2017 BY Dazuiaman ‘ g ITICTs TS G513
. s \ . LLOANTY 00 G
'1 26 JAN 77 1202 -
2 INDICATE -
P . 3 coLrecT
; {1 cHarce 1O
FROM CLASSITICATION
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES L&@{Pﬂ'b
] N
E.O. {11652: XGDS -2 , 1
TAGS: PINS DPINT SHUM AR
SUBJECT: Argentines Question GOA Accounts of Terrorist Confrontaulons and
: Release Lists
AFTION: SECSTATE WASHDC
0613 -
CONPIPRTIAL BUENOS ATRES_ S4OTX :
REF: Buenos Aires 0162
]%Cji 1. A number of independent sources hav/e/ separately told Emboffs that
p
3853 deaths of Peronist leader Dardo Cab{ and Roberto Pep'é in terror-
E,' %Sd ist ambush on Jan 6 were engineered by security forces. ZEmbassy
Eﬁ??ggz 5{ ' press officer received letter signed "families of political
7
?g%g // priscners" refuting the military communigue on the ambush, pointing
ST »
RCSI%RO*\I‘ out that the two prisoners who were allegedly being transferred
'L r
were taken out at 1 a.m. and were not allowed to take their clothes
and belongings as is customary with normal transfers; that the
~ prison they were reportediy headed for was a detention center for
women and that the alleged ambush took place on a road 30
. i
kilome Sers off the route connecting the two prisons. Father of ™
another prisoner who was housed with Dardo Cabo in La Plata
. prison told Labatt that he learned from his at all of the
(0G ~ 812 — ‘
State of Siege detainees in Ia Plata have been eaten and
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[—~ threatened with death and that when Dardo Cabo left he was take;iw
suddenly in the night and-not allowed to bring his belongings
with him. A member of the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights

told Poloff that Dardo Cabo was suddenly transferred to a
solitary cell some days before the alleged transfer at which
time he confided to other prisoners that he expected to be
killed. Theée reports coincide with information proVideQ_by
SRF sources, that Dardo Ca,bo‘é death was planned by security

forces. Particularly significant is the fact that Argentines

are questioning the veracity of military communiques on terror-
ist confrontations and bringing their information‘to the atten~
tion of Emboffs. Similar impressions are also circulating with .
Embassy contacts in the local press, diplomatic community,
political and labor circles, etc.

2, Embéssy sources have also consistenfly reported that persons
named on lists as being released from Executive disposition are
] not reappearing, either as transferred ﬁo the regular criminal
court system or freed from detention altogether. Permaneﬁt,
Assembly for Human Rights official told Emboff Jan 21 that
Assembly has file of nearly 2,000 names of detained or
disappeared persons and that few gf them figured in the
several lists published by the Interior Ministry since

December. Some of the names listed were of persons who were

abducted from their homes by unidentified armed persons, he said,

l and the appearance of the name on the list was the first l
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indication the family had that the persdn was in custody of

Executive. Heveveryrefiishatxsardrhexirenznf GRzEIssXekessxiie
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Official

femidkewardoks: mentioned several specific cases where families

have still received no official confirmation or news about the

whose names appeared on the lists,

whereabouts of their relatives/ Official pointed out that it is
possible that once released, the pergon mey prefer to keep his
whereabouts unknown or may try to leave the country and there-
fore it is impossible to make accurzte estimates on the_actual
situation of most of those whose names appeared on the lists.

However, as he and others have made clear, the publishing of the

lists has not clarified either the status or whereabouts of

many of the persong on the lists nor has it asnswered the questions

surrounding many others who disappeared during 1975 and 1976,

3. "La Opinion" raised the question in print on Jan 22, noting
that since persons listed as being released Trom Executive dispo-
sition have not, in many cases, been discharged from prison, it

is important that GOA provide more detailed information on each

.

case, particularly if the person has been remanded toayhe

judicial system., As an example, it mentioned the case of

Patricia Borenztein whose name first appeared on a list of
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persons released by the Executive in December, 'bhen‘ reappeared
on another list of persons detained by the Executive in early
Januvary. The =g paper questioned whebher in “{he interim the
woman had been turned over to the criminal courts, freed or
ieft in jail and asked why the Executive would release her one
week and rearrest her the next. /h'.f‘he guestions posed by 'La
Opinion" are circulating vride}y here. At next opportuni‘by

) t
Embassy will ask senior govt officials for clarification on precise

meaning EREXsheRKeETLE of lists.
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