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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

4 February

NEMo FOR LTC Cade. Executive Assistant to ASD O )

Ar. Ellsworth opposes a Minuteman Launch on warning

demonstration at this time. Please ensure that

his view Is conveyed to the appropriate decision

level.

M. CARTER'XVG.-
CAPTAIN, USN
MILITARY ASSISTANT

cc: Mr. Jordan, Acting ASD/ISA
Dr. Wade, SALT Task Force
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MEMORANDUM F,Q MR. ELLSWORTH i '
DC) MR. LATIME

MR. GOULDER
SUBJECT: Minuteman Launch orfirii-ing Demonstration (U)

INFORMATION MEMORANDUM

The Air Force has contracted for the development of an
operational plan for a Minuteman Launch on warning demonstra-
tion. The demonstration would be a Minuteman'op ational
training launch from Vandenberg in response to a 0
detection of a Soviet missile launch. Test objec ves would
be demonstration of a Minuteman launch reaction time less than
the nominal.25 minute flight time of a Soviet ICBM attacking
the U.S. 

OSD 3.3(b)( l )
This demonstration would add credibility to the statements

in the SECDEF Posture Statement last year and this year stating
that we have a launch on warning capability. Such a demon-
strated capability could mitigate arguments on the low surviv-
ability o€ Minuteman in the face of increasing Soviet ICBM
throw weight and accuracy. On the negative side, it could
revive emotional responses in Congress to discussion of "Launch
on Warning!"

Tom Reed is apparently guiding the demonstration planning.
You- mav T~tish to discuss timing and/or SALT implications with
him

Wallace D. Henderson
Director, Indications

and Warning
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