
- I

..

DEPAR'I11:E1'IT OF STATE

ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWI SE n OI CAT ED

DPC 195

TRANSCRI Pr OF DA ILY PRESS CONFERENCE, TUESDAY.
• SEPTOOER 29 , 1964 ·

MR. McCLOSKEY : ~e have had a number of qu es t i on s in

th e Depa r t ment till s mo rni ng growi ng ou t. of a broa dcast

l ast n i ght on the s ubje c t o f Ch inese n uclear c a pa b il i t y .

The f ol l owing i s t o be att r ibuted to the Secret a ry :

" For s ome t i me i t h a s b e en known t h a t t he Chin e s e

Communi s t s were app roachi ng t he poi nt where th ey mi ght b e

ab l e t o de tona t e a fi r st nuc l ear device . Such an ex-

plos i on mi ght occu r i n the nea r fUture . If it does occur ,

we sha l l know abo ut it and wi l l make the informat i on

pu bl i c . I t has b een known since the 1950' s t ha t t he

Ch i ne s e ComPUn l s t s had b e en working t o d ev e l o p a nuc l e ar

devic e . They not onl y Ca iled t o si gn but s trongly oppos e ~

the Nuc l ear Test Ban Treaty whi ch ha s be en signed by ov~ r
•

I100 count ri es. The detonation of a t i r at devi ce does not

mean a s t oc kpi l e or nuc l ear weapons and the pres ence or

1

1 modern del i very ays t ems . The United States haa f ull y

anticipa t ed the pos s ibi li ty of Pe i ping' g ent ry into t he

I nucl ear eeepon s YI e l d a nd has taken it into f ull ac coun t l "i
, <:l etenn inlng ou r mili t a r y po s t u re and ou r o....n nu c l ear weapol,t,

'
I I
· p rogr a.ra . We wou l d depl ore e ceoepne r-rc t esti ng i n t he f ace I

of s e r i ous e ffort s ma<:l e by al~ost all o t he r na tions t o p ro­

t ec t th e atmosphe r e f r om f urt her con t amina t i on and t o begin

t o put li lll.i t a t i on s upon a spi ra l i ng e rras race." Tha t i s t u
.

· b e "tt r lbut <!' d t o th ~ Sec r et a r y of St a t e . ' .- . '.





A. Well , 1 wou l dn ' t want to .,.y anythI n e; DOTe than

. - and I put this ON BACKGROUND __ from ~ vari et y of

source s , we know that it 16 quite pos si b l e t hat a fi r st

Chinese nuclear expl osion cou ld oc cur at any tillle .

Q. You say from a var i ety of sources '
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A. Yes, a I r.

Q. I be liev e that the Depa r t ment h • • also s aid tha t

more than on ce 1n the past . I s the cu r r ent inf orma t i on

b elieved t o be somewhat mor e suggestive or conc l us i ve?

A. I t hink that 18 a f air a s sumption, y es .

Q. I think In Sec r etary Harriman1s speech - - I am

Jus t drawing fran memory__he indicated 1n that s peech t hat

it would be by the end o f t hi s decade before the Chinese

could de liver . Is tha t a ti l l • fai r es t i ma t e ?

A. He r e agai n I am on BACKQROUND, - - the matter of

de l ivery systems l a , I WQuid t hink . a l ong way trom

realizati on by t he Chinese CoallIluni8 tS . That e f f ort , need­

l eaa t o say, i s a long and diffi cult proc esl even f or a

very highly indu6triali~ed nat i on with a high degree of

sophi s tication ,

Q. Taking that int o account , a r e you prepared t o

addr e8S your s elf i n &ny way t o the psycho l ogica l impac t in

SOutheast Asia of the detonation of an ini tial b last ?

A. Well, onl y t o say that from our own point of Vi ew
•

the explos i on of a Ci r8 t devi c e by the Chine.e wi l l not

aff ect ou r ab i lity or our Willingne ss t o ••ailt Asian
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