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TOKYO FOR SPECIAL ADVISOR PERRY AND COUNSELOR SHERMAN 

NSC FOR L1EBERTHAL, !3ADER, AND PRITCHARD 
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STATE ALSO FOR AMBASSADOR KARTMAN 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 12/05/08 
TAGS: PREL, MARR, PINR, KS, JA, KN, CH, RU 
SUBJECT: EXPECTATION AND TREPIDATION: THE ROK THAT DR. 
PERRY IS VISITING 

CLASSIFIED BY RICHARD CHRISTENSON, CHARGE. REASONS: 1.5 
(B), (D). 

1. ~SUMMARY: THE KIM DAE JUNG ADMINISTRATION IS 
LOOKING FORWARD TO DR. PERRY'S VISIT AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
MAKE A STRONG CASE FOR THE U.S. AND THE ROK TO CONTINUE 
PURSUING A CLOSELY COORDINATED DETERRENCE/ENGAGEMENT 
POLICY TOWARD THE DPRK. ROKG SENIOR LEADERS BELIEVE 
THAT, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE U.S., DPRKTHREATS, 
INCLUDING NUCLEAR ONES, ARE MANAGEABLE, AND THAT THE 
AGREED FRAMEWORK -- DESPITE ITS IMPERFECTIONS -- REMAINS 
A KEY ELEMENT OF THREAT MANAGEMENT. THEY ARE ALSO AWARE, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE U.S., THE ROK, AND JAPAN REMAIN HOSTAGE 
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TO DPRK PROVOCATIONS, INCLUDING NUCLEAR AND MISSILE 
DEVELOPMENT, AND ARE CONCERNED THAT DPRK THREATS CAN 
REINFORCE ANTI-ENGAGEMENT SENTIMENT IN ALL THREE 
COUNTRIES, JEOPARDIZING A COORDINATED 
DETERRENCE/ENGAGEMENT POLICY. END SUMMARY. 

MEETING OF PRESIDENTIAL MINDS 

2.~PRESIDENT KIM DAE JUNG AND OTHER SENIOR ROKG 
LEADERS WERE VERY SATISFIED WITH PRESIDENT CLINTON'S 
EXPLICIT ENDORSEMENT OF KDJ'S TWO TRACK POLICY OF 
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DETERRING DPRK THREATS TO PREVENT WAR AND ENGAGING THE 
NORTH TO SLOWLY INDUCE CHANGE OVER TIME. THE TWO 
PRESIDENTS AGREED THAT IT IS VITAL TO ASCERTAIN THE TRUE 
NATURE OF SUSPECT UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION IN THE DPRK 
AND TO CURB FURTHER DPRK MISSILE DEVELOPMENT, TESTING, 
DEPLOYMENT, AND EXPORTS. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, BOTH 
EXTOLLED THE BENEFITS OF A SUSTAINED, HARDHEADED 
ENGAGEMENT OF THE NORTH AND THE VALUE OF THE AGREED 
FRAMEWORK AS A VITAL ELEMENT OF THE DETERRENCE/ENGAGEMENT 
CALCULUS. COMING AFTER TWO VERY SUCCESSFUL SUMMITS BY 
KIM DAE JUNG IN TOKYO AND BEIJING, THE ROK LEADERS 
BELIEVE THAT THE CLINTON VISIT DEMONSTRATED THAT THE TWO 
NATIONS' DPRK POLICIES ARE NOW AS CLOSELY COORDINATED AS 
THEY HAVE EVER BEEN, THANKS IN PART TO A GENUINE PERSONAL 
RAPPORT BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS 

DR. PERRY'S ROLE 

3. (-67 THE ROKG SENIOR LEADERS ARE ALSO QUITE PLEASED 
WITH PRESIDENT CLINTON'S EMPHATIC STATEMENT THAT DR. 
PERRY'S POLICY REVIEW IS AIMED AT STRENGTHENING THE TWO 
NATIONS' SHARED POLICIES. THAT BEING SAID, SENIOR ROK 
LEADERS AND LEADING OPINION MAKERS ARE ALSO KEENLY AWARE 
OF THE POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN THE U.S. THAT RESULTED IN 
THE CREATION OF THE NORTH KOREA POLICY COORDINATOR 
POSITION. THEY SEE DR. PERRY'S VISIT AS AN IMPORTANT 
OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THE CASE FOR THE 
DETERRENCE/ENGAGEMENT APPROACH, BUT THEY ARE ALSO KNOW 
THAT THE IMPERFECTIONS OF THE APPROACH REQUIRES DEALING 
WITH DOMESTIC POLITICAL CRITICS. 

CmJFlBEfqTIAC"" 
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PRINCIPLE AND PRAGM.ATISM 

4."*C) PoRESIDENT KIM'S NORTH KOREA POLICY IS PREDICATED 
ON BOTH PRINCIPLE AND PRAGMATISM. THE PRINCIPLE ASPECTS 
HOLD THAT CONDITIONAL ENGAGEMENT IS THE MOST EFFICACIOUS 
STRATEGY TO BRING ABOUT A "SOFT LANDING" OF THE NORTH, 
AVOIDING WAR AND MINIMIZING THE SUFFERING OF ALREADY 
DOWNTRODDEN COUNTRYMEN. THE PRAGMATIC ELEMENT RESTS IN 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. M-2018-02939 Doc No. C06009247 Date: 04/23/2019 













 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document is from the holdings of: 

The National Security Archive 

Suite 701, Gelman Library, The George Washington University 

2130 H Street, NW, Washington, D.C., 20037

 Phone: 202/994-7000, Fax: 202/994-7005, nsarchiv@gwu.edu



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document is from the holdings of: 

The National Security Archive 

Suite 701, Gelman Library, The George Washington University 

2130 H Street, NW, Washington, D.C., 20037

 Phone: 202/994-7000, Fax: 202/994-7005, nsarchiv@gwu.edu


