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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT: Research and.Training Program in F1e~d of Atomic Energy 

PARTICIPANTS: Dr. Henry J. Gomberg., Direotor., Phoenix Project - · 
University of Michigan., 
Ambassador o. R. Reid., 
Mr. John F.Shaw 

PLACE: American Embassy Tel Aviv 

7 

Dr. Henry J. Gomberg called at the Embassy to explain that he 
had come to Israel as an ICA/USOM advt-sor to assist Technion in 
developing a tra1n1ng program which would keep Israel scientists 
informed and abreast of developments 1n the peaceful uses of atomic 
energy. 

He stated his consultations have led him to believe that Israel 
1s engaged 1n a very broad range or activities in this field and 1s 
pursuing projects which they were not prepared to discuss with him. 
His suspicions he said were based upon utilization or some 30 graduates 
from a fam111ar1zation program which operated at Technion sometime ago 
and Israel•s strong interest in plutonium; this interest, he said, is 
measured 1n gram amounts which he considered to be significant since 
amounts of this size could conceivably find use 1n weapons. In response 
to the .Ambaesador•s query, he thought it was conceivable that Israel 
could have weapon capability in this field in less than 10 years. 

] · Dr. Gomberg seemed to be of the opinion that the French were working 
with Israel on the construction of a nuclear power plant here, but he 
had not been given any information on the plant. 

Following the meeting with the Ambassador, Dr. Gomberg called 
upon Dr. Ernst D. Bergmann, Chairman, Israel 1 s Atomic Energy Commission. 
Followine this meeting, which he characterized as very friendly, he 
reported to an Embassy officer that Dr. Bergmann had stated that 
Ben Qurion would be making an announcement pertaining to Israel•s atomic 
energy program within about three weeks • 
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