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Pear Karl)

In reply to your letter of August 9th, you haye the faots essen
tially straight, emcepting thet I don't delieve I talied on the msubjeot
of a dsmonstration of the bomd as long as en hour. I made the proposal

briefly in the momning seseion of the Seorevtary of War'e vommittes, and
doring lunohpon Justioce Ryrnes, nov Becretary of State, asked me further
gbout it, and 1t wds disoussed st same lemgth, T should judge perhape
ten minutes.

I om oure it was given serious oconeideralion by the Seoretarw
of Wer emd hisg committes, and gmther fram the discvssion that the proposdil
to put oo @ demcnstration 414 not eppear to be desirable because, s you
say, (a) the number of pecple that would be killed by the bomd would not
be in order of magnituds then the mumber already killed in fire
raids, apd (b) Oppemheimer could think of mo demonstration that would de
suffioiently spectacular to oonvinoe the Jups that finrther reeistance was
useless. Oppemheimer felt, and that feeling wes shared by Groves and
othere, that ths only way to put on a demonstration would be to attack a
real térget of built-up struotures.

In view of the feot that twg bombs ended the war, I sm inolined
%0 feel that they mede the right deoc.sion. Burely many more lives were
ssved hy ahorteming the wer than were sacrificed as & result of the bomba.
Further, it goes without saying.thst all of us hope and pray that thare
will never be &n ocosasion to use mncther cne, The world must realigs that
there can nover b9 esnother war,

As regmydn criticlsm of ecience and sclentista, I think that ia
& orose v will have to bear, amd I think in the long run the good sense
of everyons the world over will realise thst in thie instance, as in sll
sdientifio pursnits, the world is batter as a result,

Bincerely yours,
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