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SUBJECT: B-52 CRASH AT THULE AIR BASE, GREENMLAND

BEST AVAILABLE COPY

The information contained {n this memorandum is the latest
available as of 2:00 p.m,, Jenuary 22, 1968, This informatiom
has been summarized from Katiocnal Military Command Center snd
Headquarters, U, 8§, AlT Force Command Fost Memoranda provided

to DHA by the Office of the Assistant to the Secretary of
Defense (Atomie Enargy).

At 3140 p.m. (EST) on January 21, 1968, a SAC B-52 on a normal
airbormne alert mission erashed seven and one-half miles southe
vest of Thule Air Base, Greenland, The aivcraft was executing
an approach for & landing after having declared an emergency
becsuse of a fire in the navigstor's cocpartwent, The airecraft

and crev of seven were assigned to the 380th Strategic Bomd
Wing at Plattsburg, New York.

The crev abandoned the aircraft after smoke filled the cockpit
80 that the pilot was unable to see the instruments, all air-
eraft power was lost dus to failed generators, and 4t bacame
apparent that the sircraft could not veach Thule Afr Base.

The aiveraft crashed on the ice of NHorth Star Bsy, estimated
to be seven to nins feet thick,. approximately seven miles
soutbwast of the runway of Thule Alr Base, Thule is currently
ia polar darkness except for & period of sub-twilight lasting
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from approximstely 10100 a.,m. (EST) to 2100 p.m. (EST), Afcer
erashing the sircraft bumed for five or six hours until 4t
melted through the ice and the main part of the aircraft sank
in vater estimated to be six hundred fest deep. JMajor General R, 0,
Bunziker, USAF, Deputy Chief of Staff (Materiel), SAC, has vieved
the accident scens from 8 helicopter and zeported that only six
engines, ons tive and smsller Dits of debris are visible om the
surface, and ths water has rvefrozen., The helicopter is unabdle te
land due to heavy snovw on ths ice in the ares, The main body of :
:’ho SAC Disaster Coatyol Team has been dispatched to the scens

dog sled,

Bix of the aircraft crev membders have been rvecovered alive. Four
are in excellent condition, the fifth suffered ocnly a broken arm,
the eixth i{s suffering from exposurs having been missing until
spproximately 12100 Noon (EST), January 22, but fs expected to
survive. The ssventh crew memder was a fatality as a result of
i{njuries suffered fn the bailout snd his body has been recovered,
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'The present evaluation is that the weapons remained fixed to the
aircraft bond rTacks and sank with the fuselags., At the present
time, however, the location and condition of the four weapons is
still unknown, Thaere have been Do reports of any explosions
vesulting from the accident, only the five, There have been Do
reports of any vadiological contanination,

In addition to the SAC Dissster Control Tean led by General Hunziker,
two Alr Force EOD teams, a safety tean composed of ARC/ALD, Sandia
Corporation, and LASL vepresentatives, the DASA NHuclear Emargency
Tean, and Alr Force Directorate of Huclear Bafety personnel bave
been dispatched to Thule Alr Base snd ars scheduled to arrive at

sbout 4100 p.m, (EST), January 22, DOE ARCHIVES

A Pudlic Affairs officer from the U, 8. Europesn Command is in
Denmark to sssist the Danish Goveroment and an officer from
OASD/Publie Affairs £s en Toute to Thule.
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