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SUMIIARY

1. (C) T',lfo WEEKS BEFORE THE l.tARCH 26 PRESTDENTIA!
ELECIION, PUTIII'S FIRST-ROUND VICTORY APPEARS
INCRP.ASINGTY LIKELY. POLLSTERS NOW SEEM I'NA}IIMOUS IN
THEIR E)<PECTATION THAT MORE TIIA}I 50 PERCENT OF VOTERS
}IILL COME TO THE pOtLS, ENSURING THE BLEqIION'S
VAIIDITY. I{HILE ON THE SURFACB THE CN{PAIGN APPEARS
CALI{, IF NOT SOMNOLENT, VARTOUS INTRIGUES, INCLUDTNG
T}IE FUNDING OF MINOR CA}IDIDATES BY THE KREMLIN OR THE

1.4(D)
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KPRF ARE ACTIVE. WORRIED ABOUT THEIR OWN FUTURES IN A
PUTrN PRESIDENCy, MAI{Y REGIONA! TBADBRS MAy TRtp O\/ER
THEIIISEL\IES TO DELI\ZER THE VOTES Al{D PLE^B,SE THE
KREMLTN. HO}T T{BLL 'AGAINST AIL" MAY FAIR REI{ATNS A}I
oPEN QUESTION. THE NUMBER OF VOTERS WHO STrLL ARE
ITNDECIDED AT THIS STAGE OF THE CAIr{pAIG}r IS REIATI\/ELY
HIGH, BtIf IS UNLIKELY TO AFFECT TI{E E\IENTIAL OUTCOME
OF THE EI.ECTION. END SI'MMARY

ON CRUISE CONIN.OL

2. (C) A LITTLE I{ORE TIIA}I TWO I{BEKS REMAIN UNTIL
RUSSIA'S PRESIDENTIAI ELECTIONS ON }IARCH 26 A}ID THE
GENSRAL IAY OF TIIB I^A}ID ITAS NOT CIIA}IGED SIGNIFICENTIY.
PUTIN STILL APPE.JARS TO BE ON TRACK TOWARD VICTORY,

CONFIDENTIAI
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WITH MOST OBSER\IERS A}ID POLLSTERS AIIKE CATLING HIS
FIRST ROI'IID ![IN ''\'ERY tIKELY. '' THEY AI,SO BELIE\ZE TIIAT
VOTER TURNOUT WILL BE HIGHER T}IAN THE 50 PERCENT
TT RNOUI' IIEEDED FOR THE ELECITON TO BE VAIID AI.ID COITLD
BE AS HIGH AS 6O-PLUS PERCENT. EVEN POLLSTER

ROUITD PROBABLB, NOW BEtrE\rES pUTrN WrLL WrN ON
MARCH 26. PUTIN'S POLL RATINGS HA\IE I,E\ZELED-OFF, BUT
HE REr'IATNS ltAy AIIEAD OF HIS CTOSEST RrVAt, KPRF LBADER
GENNADIY ZYT'GA}IOV. VARTOUS POLLS SHOW SUPPORT FOR

49-59 PERCENT.
TOLD US TH.ET PUTIN

CONSISTENTLY HTGH AMONG AI,L DEMOGR,APHIC GROUPS WITH
THB ONLY VARTATION BEING OI.DER VOTERS WHO ST'PPORT TIIE
COMI{UNIST CA}IDIDATE .

3. (C) MEAI.II{HILE, THE ACTING PRESIDENT HAS CONTINTED
HIS NEARLY NON-STOP TRA\TEL SCHEDULE TO VARIOUS PARTS
OF RUSSTA, OSTENSIBLY ON PRESIDEI,ITTAI BUSINESS.
IIEVERTHELESS, E\ZERY STOP PRESENTS OPPORTUNITIES FOR
PTIUN TO MEBT WITI{ KEY CONSTITUENCIES A}ID TO ![At(E
PROMISES, IN ESSENCE, TO CAMPAIGN. CAI{PAfGNING IN THE
ELEqTRONIC MEDIA HAS BEEN AI,LOWED STNCE T.'ARCH 3,
INCLUDING A SERIES OF CA}IDIDATE DEBATBS ON THB
NATIONAL PUBLIC TELEVISION STATIONS. SO FAR, THESE,
LIKE MOST OF THE REST OF THE CAI{PAIGN, HA\E BEEN
I.ACKLUSTER. THE ONE CA}IDIDATE IIHOM EVERYONE WOULD
LIKE TO HE,AR FROM, THE FRONTRI'NNER, IIAS DECLINED TO
PARTICTPATE. IN FACT, pIIfrN HAS ESCHEI{ED NOT ONLY

B6

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
DEBATES, BUT AD\ZERTTSING AS I{ELL.

CONFIDENTIAL
PUTIN TOLD THE
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PRESS THAT ADVERTISING AND HIS PARTICIPATION IN
DEBATES ?itsRE "NOT NECESSARY.'' HE'S RIGHT SINCE HIS
ACTTVITIES RECEI\IE WIDE COVERAGE DAILY IN THE PRINI
AI{D BLECTRONIC MEDTA.

RUNNING ON FF.AR -- THE OPPONENTS

4. (C) I{HILE THE PUBLIC CA}'PAIGN IIAS I.ACKED BOTH
susPENsE AllD SPARKLE, Ir IS
BEHIND-THE-SCSNES INTRIGUES .

NOT WITHOUT S}IARE OF'
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7. (

PUTIN
c) AccoRDING TO SOME, REGIONAT LEADERS A,LSO EEAR

TOLD POLOFF THAT MOST REGIONAI TEADERS
WA}IT TO AI,LY THEMSEL\ZES }TITH TI{E STRONG CENTRAL
AUTHORITY. RESPOIIDING TO PRESSTJRE FROM THE KREMLIN,
REGIONAT I.P-ADERS, ESPECIAILY THOSB HEAVILY DEPENDENT
oN TRhNSEER PAY-I'{ENTS, wrtt woRK I{ARD To DEtr\tER THE
VOTE FOR PUTIN. IIHILE THEY WANT TO CURRY FAVOR !|ITH
HrM, THEY Also wAlflr ro AvorD RETRrBurroN rF THEY ARE
Alt{oNG THE EEw wHo FATLED To DELTVER. AtrHoucH soME
REGIONAI, LEADERS }'TAY BE TEMPTED TO COMMIT FRAUD To
ENSURE THAT TURNout rs HrcH ENouGH, THEY Atso HAVE
oTHER LE\|ERS TO USE, INCLUDTNG PATRONAGE AIID
INFLUBNCB ON THE REGIO}IAI MEDIA.
THAT THE HTGH PROBABI
RF"ACITING AT LE.AST THB

LITY OF PUIIIN'S VICTORY, AlrD OF
MINItdtrM voTER Tt RNOUT, ARGUBS

AGAINST THE NEED FOR ERLUD TN MOST AREAS.

c
PREDICTED

SOME GOVERNORS, EEARTNG A VICTORY FOR PUTIN
WTI.L GIVE HIM TOO
TURN OUT THE VOTE.

MTJCH POWER MAY NOT WORK AS I{ARD TO
US THAT

POLLING DATA SI{E !{ITH 63 PERCENT
suPPoRT NATroN9rrDE, Bur ONLY wrrH 3? PERCENT suPPoRT
rN I!oSCOW. SHE WARNED THAT A POOR SHOWING IN MOSCOW
WOUI.D NOT PORTEND }IELI FOR THE IdAYOR. THE MAYOR MAY
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HAD ACCEETIED REALITY AIID, CONSEQITBNTLY, RELATIONS
BET9IEEN MOSCOW AI{D THE KREMLIN SHOUT.D IMPROVE.

COMMENT

9 . (C) AI,THOUGH TI{E ELECTION' S OUTCOME AI.ID TEE
QUESTION OF VOTER TURNOUT APPEAR LESS IN DOUBT EVERY
DAY, TWO WILD CARDS REIdAIN -- "AGAINST ALL" AltD THE
uNDEcrDEDs. THE NUMBER oF UNDECTDEDS rs srrll r.ARcE
- PSRHAPS AS HIGH AS 25 PERCENT. MAI{Y OF TTIEM I,IAY NOI
DECIDE I{HOM TO VOTE FOR OR WHETHER TO GO TO THE POTLS
UNTrL THB E\lE OP THE ELECTION. AII{ONG YOUNG pEOpLE,
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THBRE LTKELY WT
PRortSTING'TE
VOTI}IG AT AI,L.
1996 BLEqTION,

LL BE A HT.HBR 
"ooroou=U}[cF"*ISIFIEDA OF CAIIDIDATtsS BY NOT

US TH^LT TN THB
TO VOTB

AGAINST SOMETHING -- EITHER YELTSXN OR THE COTAfl'NISTS.rN 2000, vorBRs ARE corNc ro vort FoR A CAIIDTDATB,
ALTHoUGH Ar,Mosr ALL -- PRo- AND AIITr-purrN -- sEE THE
OT'IP@MB AS INEN'ITABI.E.
COLLTNS
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