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shipped including stock number,
quantity, description, source and
document number. All items were
issued to the Strategic Air Com-
mand on custody receipt.

With the removal of the aircraft
debris from the area completed, the
Strategic Air Command Disaster
Response Force departed and a new
phase of operation began. The
Danish-American meeting held in
Copenhagen on 15 and 16 February
had established the general condi-
tions for the decontamination of t
accident area: Tons of snow and ice
contaminated at low-level would
have to bé removed. An expanded
civil e@ﬁeermg division was

esttblhm___ March with full re-~4§
directing the snm& ¥

enigia,l?:gattlon

Urrdes the direction of Li-Col
Thonﬁ%‘@@wns, ‘Base"Civi ;-

neer, and the San Antonio Aif -

Materiel “Area team chief, Danish

congiruction workers disconnected
abandpned“}ﬁ 000-gullon POL tanks

and tradsported them on flatbed
trailers to Hangar 2 where workers
steamed the tanks clean of petro-
leum and other possible explosive
material. They welded all unwanted
openings and cut three 5x8 foot
openings for snow-loading in each
tank. Workers moved the adapted
tanks to a storage area near the shore
for filling.

At the site, Air Force personnel,
driving road graders, windrowed
the black crusted snow, and mech-
anized loaders poured it into 10-foot
long, 7-foot wide, 4-foot deep
wooden boxes placed on 30-foot flat-
bed trailers. When the boxes were
full, military personnel at the site
placed tarpaulins over the tops to
keep the snow from blowing. The
flatbed, covered with a double layer
of plywood to facilitate decontami-
nation, was swept clean inside the
zero line and hauled to the site con-
trol point where another tractor
pulled it to the tank storage area.

At the storage area, Danish crane
operators lifted the boxes in slings
and tripped the hinge on the end of
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nk farm showing converted fuel tanks being loaded with ice.

Mechanized loaders ﬂlllng woodtn boxu \mfh blur.k crumd AOW.

Tarpaulina being placed over the tops of boxes to keep the snow from blowing.
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intermediary between the military, scientific, and gov-
ernmental agencies of the countries involved. Colonel
Lynn, by virtue of his years of information experience
and his close working relationship with General Hun-
ziker, was ideally suited for this responsibility.

Since the Government of Denmark obviously had
an inherent interest in all Project Crested Ice actions,
Danish and Greenlander officials and scientists had to
be kept fully apprised of all actions taken with respect
to the search, debris recovery, decontamination, and
long-range clean-up planning. Similarly, American
scientists and State Department officials had an equal
requirement and interest. News releases and answers to
media questions had to be discussed and coordinated
with these individuals, The rapport established with
these individuals and groups during the crucial early
stages of operations extended to lizison on matters in
many other areas and proved beneficial to the overall
success of the public affairs program.

THE DXI TEAM

Unlike other Disaster Control Team members who
remained at Thule throughout Project Crested Ice, the
two SAC Directorate of Information representatives and
Combat Documentation Team members were rotated
every several weeks. While Colonel Lynn primarily
directed public affairs throughout the first 5 weeks,
other select officers and noncommissioned officers par-
ticipated without in any way diminishing the daily
effectiveness of the information program. The rotation
provided a training experience that could never be
“simulated.” The experience gained by those involved
fully justified the rotations.

Mr Jens Zinglersen, a Danish citizen who was the
Thule area representative of the Royal Greenland Trade
Department, Ministry for Greenland, provided invalu-
able services throughout the operation. The importance
of his technical assistance and untiring efforts at the
accident scene during the tirst days were obvious to all
who depended upon him. It was therefore gratifying
that the United States Government officially acknowl-

edged Mr Zinglersen's valued contributions by award-

Ambassador White presenting Mr Zinglersen with the U. S. Air Force
Exceptional Service Award. z

ing himthe Air Force Exceptional Service Award. The
presentation was made by the U.S. Ambassador to Den-
mark, The Honorable Katharine E. White, in a specially
arranged ceremony on 24 February 1968.

The DCT information personnel were responsible
for making arrangements for the visit of Ambassador
White and her party, which included distinguished
Danish officials and five Danish news media rep-
resentatives.

After Ambassador White presented the award to Mr
Zinglersen the entire visiting party toured the accident
scene and held a press conference.

IN RETROSPECT

If one were to attempt to pinpoint a single reason for
the success of Project Crested Ice's public affairs
program, he would undoubtedly have to hedge a bit
and attribute it generally to cooperation. True, full dis-
closure about the presence of weapons and the search
for them was made rapidly, and daily follow-up reports
about the status of operations at Thule contributed
immeasurably to a lessening of public concern.

None of this information could have been made
available as quickly, fully, and as frequently as it was
without the unqualified cooperation and coordination
of the United States and Danish Government officials,
scientific team members, and the many agencies
involved with Project Crested Ice.

Such cooperation permitted spokesmen for
both countries to discuss the accident and subsequent
proceedings candidly and fully with newsmen, thereby
discouraging uninformed speculation and any resultant
unnecessary fear.

When the last 25,000-gallon tank of melted snow from
the accident site was loaded at Thule for shipment to
the United States, the most significant thing about the
event was that it was Friday, the 13th of September 1968.
There was no ceremony, no need to call attention to the
climax of a gigantic task, and no requirement to reassure
everyone that all was well. This confidence had been
established and accepted long before.

Instead of any fanfare, some unknown soul merely
annotated the final tank: “That’s all folks!”—and it was.

Generol Hunziker tolking with Ambassador White's party on the sea ice.















































































snow samples were therefore supplemented by biologi-
cal samples, including polar foxes (Figure 1), seals,
walrus, and a dog. Christian Vibe and F. Hermann
carried through the difficult task of sampling the sea-
water and the bottom of Bvlot Sound at six different
locations —some of them as close us 800 m to the point
of impact —and down to depths of about 200 m. Samples
of the sea bottom. snails, lugworms, plankton, and sea-
water were obtained. All these samples were shipped by
air to Ris@d, where they were analyzed by Aarkrog,
who returned 1o Risé on 20 February. Of special interest
was a sample of laeces from sled dogs used for transport
to and from the crash site. These dogs do not drink
water. but eat snow insteadl. It was remarkable, and very
reassuring, that the total quantity of facces collected
(30 g) contained only 100 pCi ( 10'° Ci). All the other
samples contained no significant activity.

COUNTRY-WIDE SNOW MONITORING

This article mentioned earlier that the smoke cloud
rose to appreciable heights, and that the finer particles
would be spread over long distances and precipitated
in very low, and, in all probability. undetectable con-
centrations. In order to confirm this latter assumption,
snow samples were collected by the Greenland Techni-
cal Organization from 25 locations all over Greenland,
from Nanortalik and Prins Christian Sund in the south,
to Dundas and Station Nord in the north. These samples

b

were analyzed at Risé and as expected they did not

contain any activity significantly different from the fall-
out background.

PARTICLE SIZE DISTRIBUTIONS

As already mentioned, the size of particles contain-
ing plutonium was of interest in connection with the
distribution of fallout from the smoke cloud, the evaliua-
tion of exposure integrals, and the penetration of par-
ticles into the lungs.

By means of an autoradiografic process an estimate
of the size distribution of alpha-active particles in sam-
ples of spow from the blackened area, and in crushed
and "refrozen ice from-the impact point was made at
Riséd by H. Fiyger and H. Rosenbaum. Attempts were
also made to determihe the size distribution in snow
samples, from- Narssarssuk.

Dropléts.of particle suspensions. were deposited on
glass slides, which hed beert freshly smedred with a thin
layer of an epoxy téfin. The preparation¥were placed
in an gyen at:100%=16r 1 hbur afid afterwards covered
with a nuclear emulsion stripping film. The.total
exposure times before development were 30 minutes for
the snow samples and 120 minutes for the ice samples.
Dark-field mi€foscapy revealed the alpha tragks in the
transparent. emulsiong=and, adhered_upon the resin
surface, the particles-generating these tracks. The par-
ticles were sized with an gcufar micrometer. Figure 5

Figure 5. Microphotograph showing alpha tracks from plutonium particies in o sample from the crushad ice.
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