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/ 1. Ambassador RFnne was received by the Secretary at oy
281D Dok
/Jan 28 and stated Krag, had instructed him to seek U3 approval
of the statement text of which already sent us by Amb White:
QUOTE The Danish Govt which has had contacts with the TS
Govt is in a position to confirm that in conformity with
Danish atomic policy there are no nuclear weapons in Green=-
land,and no overflights of Greenland by planes carrying such

weapons are undertaken. UNIQUOTE

2. Secretary stated he wished to make two observationas:

2‘ (a) Danish as well as US security depends upon US nuclear
¢
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gkg% arrangements from which those countries receiving this

o i by ) as if nuclear weapons did not exist, (b)

= B protection cannot claim complete disassocilationy and/we
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4 o] have serious problem of how to & deal E with events 1n one
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B - country so as not to set up a chaln reaction with other
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;ﬂég . countries khm throughout world that could impair the Awerican
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e nuclear deterrent. To deal with this second problem we have
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adopted the policy of neither confirming nor denying the presence
of our nucléar weapons and have adhered to it rigidly. There is
. a difference therefore between what the United States can séy and
what Denmark can saye.
3. The Secretary noted that the proposed Danish statement
associates it with the United States thusmm putting the United
States in the position of confirming it,a departure from our policy.
He then gave the Ambassador the following shorter statement and
asked if the Danish Government might wish to say something along
these lines: QUOTE The Danish Government confirms that there ére
no repeat no nucleér weapons stored in Greenland and no repeat no
overflights of Greenland with nucmear weapons UNQUOTE. The
Secretary stressed that if we were queried about such a statement
issued by the Danish Governmeﬁt, we would refuse to comment. While
we deeply regretted the crash, Danish public opinion is the Danish
Government's problem not ours, and one to be dealt with by a QUGHX
purely Danish WHQUSIE statement.
4. Should any question of violation of our international
obligations '
aldngaiaonx arise, the Secretary reminded the Ambassador of the
gsecret understandings referred to in Assistant Secretary Leddy's
informal memorandum to the Ambassadoer. (NODIS Deptels 106058 and
106059.) The Ambassador stated that he had been instructed to

comment : : ; 3 s
—  commank along the following lines on this point: QUOTE In light
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of the background of later developments, the Danish Govt considered
that the hiétorical observations made in the memorandum are
considered to be without importance in the prevailing concrete
situation UNQUOTE In that connection, the Ambassador referred to
the many public pronouncements on Danish nuclear policy since the
signing of the kywemmmrk Greenland Agreement in 1951, including a
 statement in Parliament in April 1964 that Danish nuclear policy
includes Greenland.
5. The Secretary replied that if the interpretation of QUOTE no
importance UNQUOTE means that the question of the understandings
is merely being put aside, that would cause no problem; but we
could not accept an interpretation of it by which we could be
accused of violating our understandings with Denmark.
6. Replying to the Ambassadof's inquiry about the question of
future overflights, the Secretary said he thought the text given
the Ambassador covered the immediate mm problem and the question
of the future could be left to the new guwExrmmmk government.
7. The Amb mentioned the possibility of Foreign Minister Tabor
coming to the United States to discuss the éroblem. The Secretary
made xmmzwke remarks which made it clear to Rdnne that such a
 yvisit would not repeat not be welcome. He regretted that he would

be completely tied up with the Korean problem and would not be in

_a position to receive the Foreign Minister on'Mondai; after which

time Tabor might not be in office.
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