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EYES ONLY FOR SECRETARY RUSK FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE.
PLEASE PASS TO DCI, MR, JOHN MCCONE, |
REFERENCE: BIG MINH-CONEIN MEETING (CAS SAIGON 1445) ]

WHILE NEITHER GENERAL HARKINS NOR I HAVE GREAT FAITH
IN BIG MINH, WE NEED INSTRUCTIONS ON HIS APPROACH. MY
RECOMMENDATION, IN WHICH GENERAL HARKINS CONCURS, IS THAT
CONEIN WHEN NEXT APPROACHED BY MINH SHOULD: .
1. ASSURE HIM THAT U.S, WILL NOT ATTEMPT TO THRART

HIS PLANS,

2, OFFER TO REVIEW HIS PLANS, OTHER THAN ASSASSI-
NATION PLANS,

'3, ASSURE MINH THAT U.S, AID WILL BE CONTINUED TO
VIETNAM UNDER GOVERNMENT WHICH GIVES PROMISE OF GAINING
SUPPORT OF PEOPLE AND WINNING THE WAR AGAINST THE COMMUNISTS.
POINT OUT THAT IT IS OUR VIEW THAT THIS IS MOST LIKELY TO BE
THE CASE IF GOVERNMENT INCLUDES GOOD PROPORTION OF WELL~-
QUALIFIED CIVILIAN LEADERS IN KEY POSITIONS, (CONEIN SHOULD
PRESS MINH FOR DETAILS HIS THINKING RE COMPOSITION FUTURE
GOVERNMENT) . ‘

I SUGGEST THE ABOVE BE DISCUSSED WITH SECRETARY MCNAMARA ANI

GENERAL TAYLOK WHO CONTACTED MINH IN RECENT VISIT,
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