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Fresgicdent Ronalé res=zcar . ) ]1
Dimitri Zarechrak, Interrrecer Ml

1. - - = - -n — = - = - S - - -
Mikhail Gerrechev, Ge-mzral S.—C-:t:‘_"_. r Cenirel Comglittecs,
Corrunizs rFarty o the Soviet Unior
Yeri L, Uspernsxy, Interrcretsrs
* * * * » x *

Aftsr the pho:to oppcrtunity Ir ezr adicirnirc room, General
Secreterv Gerbachev invited Fresident Reacan to ioin him in 2
small room next te the mein meeting roar while the rest cf the
celeoation took their ssats, &fter which he ané the President

cculé join them.

Presiden® Peaoarn told the General Secretary thzt he wznted
to talk with him privetely abcout = rukiect which hs knew tkat
the Soviet gide ccnsidered tc be interfersnce ir its internzl
&ifeirs. The Fresident strescsed thet Le éié not wart to inter-
igre in the interrzl affsirs ¢ the Soviet Unicrn, but he &3¢
want to speak with Gorbechev zbout human rights.




Thz Frec Cirg=el nhzT v xhe U,5, sveTsrm ol gTvsIi-
rere. ranpy of Tns imcs thiz we wotld heps o socompligh wisl
~he Scviss Uricr wourlf recuirs the supptst of the Jongras:,
which, ir turr, is irnfiuszrecel by the peonie ol the country, RS
could ge: such suppcrt i some thincs were done in the =res ol
huran rights, 3Ir the U.5., as Gorbachev kKnew, ws heve pecrls
from 21l cover the worlé. Many of then retair e pride in thelr
heritazge, with receré tc *he countries where their parents arnc
gncestors came Irom,

The Fresidert sz2id that relicious groups in the U.S. t&nc <
influence Congress through lobby groups. An example of stronc
zttachrent toe religicus celebration coccurred in the U.E8. on St.
Patrick's Day. This was a special holiday for the Irish, and
Reacgen's father had come from Irelané. Other groups in the U.S.,
such &g Ukrainian Americens, Lithuarniarn Americans and Polish
americans have their orcanizations, customs and holidays.

The President said thast he did not wish to raise this issue
in the msin meeting. #He was also not zsking to get Gorbzchev's
agreenent to publicly announce actions whieh were beinc taken to

Cael with difficulties in this asres, suck as emigrztiox. The
recent relezse of seversl men and womern whe were slicwed te Jein
their spouses had made & big impact on the p2ople in the U.F.,
buz ths President wishaéd to be Zrank ané =szié that ths cusstion
then zrose -- why not the rest? A&n example ol such an issue was
the Sesire of Soviet Jews to emiorate toc Israel, Therse was &
tarce Cewish community in the U.§., which hed an influence on
Conigress,

Trhe Prezigert told Gorbachzsv that i sol ms
cf +rzre izgrves ¢r his own, the Freside er bo=s:t thet
the Eoviet eidz nef given in tc the U.S. EMDTEEE oUT
appre=:ation for whia: was dene, anc there would bz ne hint that
thig ves dcne a2r & resuit of U.S8, efforts. Eut the Zac:t that
somsthine wes dore woulé meke it sesisr for the Presicdsnt to ac
ths =vps ¢ thinge which the two counzries coulé do toceider,
such &s ir the area cf iraede, focr which the Fresident needec
Congressinnal surport,

The Presiden:t szid that he wished tc cive an example of this
type of apprcach. In 1981, during his first year in oifice, the
S5oviet government was eager to have a new long-term grain agree-

ment with the LU.S., after the imposition of the grain erhargo by
RPeagan's precdecessor. The President hadé sat down with the Soviet
Ambzesader and had spoken with him about human rights concerns,
citing the specific example of the Pentecostalists whc had been
living for five vears in the basament of the Moscow Embassy. I
thev had leit the Embassy, they would have been taken by the
police, They had come to the Embassy because they had gotten
intc trouble efter navinc esked for vermission t¢ emigrate., The
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Frerideant Tglif rrbnpFefor T fe wpuiéenct spesnopublics
ghrn 2Riz, bt ars would os £ =2 CRETCT TC hLavV: & CYEIT
rcresrmant, SIinrcs ThEre Wis DO JonL ATy snal SECAE T tnns Sl S
gorzenspt, 3f someining were 4C tc Ires thcre psogple, Sheortll
zfrer that, they le3t *the Eihas snelamilgrs cen® L tdlzn e SIS e
Tressident never teld azrnvene the 2 hac dene thie, Trhoss psirlE
were greziefully received ir ths U.S., ané they did not rven r0ow
thz> the Fresident had spoken on thsir behelf. & short tirns
latsr, the lenc-term grairn agreermsnt was conciuded without di12-
ficulties in Cecngress, and thies zgreemsnt ie ip plzce today.

The President indicated that thies was the tvpe o thing which
he was seekinc hare and that is why he did not wish to raise
these issuves in the full meeting, not to mazke it appesar that he
was trvinc to irnterfere in the internal affairs o the Soviet
Union. It woulé make it easier for us to do the typs of
things that we could do together if he were not constantly re-
minded zbout the restrictions imposed on Soviet people, the re-
fusal tc permit them to practice their religion, etc. The Pres-
ident would not tell arnvone that he haé rzised thie issue with
Goroschev,

o
b
-

zorbac renlied that he considered thast at some stace ©I
U.E.-5oviet rszlations, the issue of humen righte wig Deing usel
tor wolitica: purpsses, not only by representatives ol various
roiitical orcarnizations which were anti-Soviet, but, zné this
cene 25 & surprise, alsc by officlelis of . BiTinie-
tretion, incivéing the Fresident. The 5= ¢z ¢&ic not un-
derszandé this, The President had menticns ang hew he hag
core te e inveived ir thess iesswezs, Gorh r wishel te saVv ir
gl sinceraty thet the Sovist lrnion was ir vordaslsrazgerECyns
tacng, =sxnchense of peoaple -- esciencticte, culzTursl reprssents-
Tzves, il tyvpes of pecple -- with ths V.8, Thne Soviet =ads
feitr thsat this wzg necessary, ané Gorbechev thoucht that Fe=agar
nz2d s2id the szms. The twe ccuntries Senended on sach ofher
ey and would i the future. We zbould cet o nnow gech ether
betTer &rs? cosaéte & good eimosthere. Tne fovist pesrle hzve nc
eamizy fcry ihe Awerican peopls. Ths Seviet peopls neve & pesi-
~ive zttitude toward the peopie of the United Sigtes. IZ we
worrk &t this on the basis of non--nterference in the intermel
affzirs of +he other country, the Scviet side would be ready ¢
Erpaden 1ts contacts with the U.5. It is truly interested irn
dcing so. But what we need first is an atmosphere of good will
hesween the countries. This was the fundamental cguestion.

Gocrrachev then went on to give specific examples. People
from the U.S5. travel to the Soviet Union and vice versa. People
in the U.S., heve reletives in the USSE, and they coms visit the
piaces of their orieoin, such =2s the Ukraine, the Baltic States,
ané sc on. The Soviet Union welcomes this and is open to such
vigits., Thsre are nc difficulsies in this regard. Lately, <hare
EECFIT LEBRNS IO IVE




ric himer Ay 1T COUCAEE in OTDTETTT LEsvesl rapresentevives OF reli-
cicvs crovor., Ths Scviet sics wir ir fzvor ©f thiz., Tnere VeErs
mAvrizess booyvzer U.S, and Soviet eizizens. This was & very
retuze. erd vrodersterfzple <hizc, 2=2 there wers no chiections

¢ =his. S:incs tne orcur of U.E, Serzters the< hadé metr with kir
Lhefore this pestine in Gerneve had menticned these issues, Gorbe-
shev hzé iccked into them. During the past Tive vears more tharm
40C mzrrizces £aé taken mlace, &n€ cu: of these, only ten peopie
Fa2d nct texn perrmitted to emicrizte. Thes oniy cbs:acle toyenis
gretion 1s invelvemanz of the psrson in cuestion with state se-
crets., Ir thie czse, the state has a snsn:f;c responsibility,
but it triscs to let time pass, to let the individual do different
kiné eof work so that his knowledge becomes outdated. His cese

is ther returned too, and he is released. Gorbachev repeated
tkat within the past five vears restrictions had been placed only
on ten of 420 to 450 people. But these were Soviet regulations,
and the Scviet side asked that they be respected. This was one
exangle.

Gorbachev continued that the President had mentioned Jews.
The fzts c¢f Jewish people wzr of concern to the Soviet govern-
men=. There ere rany Jews in the Scviet Union, as thers are in
“he U.E. (which rnes the crezzest rnumber) ané in other countries.
After wha~ -re Fzscaste hed fcrs o the Jews, the Scoviet Union
ted dnne svervihing it could tr cive ther special attention, ana
it anednbt, reosett SCilncudt SN B ST S e ME T Jewich families haé
“een seoarzied, Giffactities exicied bzczuse cf this, ané the
Soviet s:6s <risf to exsmire such czges. But when such issues
zre rixed ir wiil discussicrn of the situstion of the Cews in the
Scwvies Uniecrn ir cerersl, 2hie ie net righit, Thern ths Soviet
s:de nhstzcsr nd furnishsz dete to heclh up what it seyvs. This
na&g bhesr The fIviet Uricr's aspproschk ir 21l cpzres, inciudinc in
itz discussisns woith the U.S. The Soviet Unicrn was wiliine to
iock &t specific ceses, but whern these things are used feor poli-
zizel zinz, tney world ke rshufifed. Spzeific cazses would be
grerinec suistly, in 2 humene wey,

Goroezcnsv s2ié that when & U.S. Congressional delegation had
yvisited the UESE 2zt the invitation of the Suprens ch1et, the
twc bodies hed zcreed woc esteblish & perﬁapent group to exemine
such :ssuves, ané the Soviet side was in favcr of this, but would
not permit this isswue to be used for politicel aims.

The Presidsnt szlé that with regaré to Jews and other reli-
CiOous Croups, théEre wWars res:rlctlons in the Scviet Union orn
their ability tc practize their religion, e.g., Jews were not
pexmitted tc teach Fekrew. In the U.S., in acddition tc attend-
ing the ueusl schocols, Cewish Femilies sesnt their children to

thsir own horls te study thelr ancient langusce. Ferhaps scoms
rnct think of emigratinc from the Soviet Union if
i

waed tc prsctice their religicon.

s
people woul
they were ¢




et SR invess TheT VLSL TEEEEC IT GILET CUERRLILT,
“rns TWZo teé sicrsé tne Eelcink: ACrorde whielh zeszursl
cersein Treslfon , spch =3 Samilv reurificzt-on sné the right o
eraiorate, Heowsver, our TwWe COURtries were tig onss, with very
larce burezucrecizs. It was not peoseible for Geribachev or the
Frasidernt ©¢ Enow evervithing thet went on a= %thse lowsr levels,
where peopie coulé make Gecisicons which were contrary tc th
Cesz_.res o the lezdership,

The Fresidert =2iéd thet Gorbachev haé mertioned that only
te2n mpeople had not bDeer permitted to re;oln their spouces.
But he had a much larger list of cases of separate families. KHe
ik

so wished@ to give Gorbachev one more example of a case in this
category. He krew of a piance plaver, & voung man in the Soviet
Unior., who wished to emigrate to Isrsel. Not only was he denied
such permission, but he was also denied permission to play the
pianc with major orchestras, and his records could no longer be
soild ir stores. Hig career had been destroyved as z result of
the fact that he had wished tc emigrate. The bureaucracy could
nc _many thznq= of which Gorkbachev was not aware. This man had a
& small child. Apsarentiv, he ané his wife had been
theyv could emig ate, but the baby woulé have tc remain

cnild wzz ornl ear olé, they ertalnly couldéd not
L i€ not emigrate.
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Gzrbachev continued thet at the level of General Secretary
z2nd President one should be re2speonsible znd call things by their
proper nam2s, no matter where they occur. If things are psinted
cnly irn black and white, this woulé only inflame the distrust
between the countries. EKEe thouant that it would be better to
tzXke steps to improve the general zimosphere of our reletionship,
gnd ther specific humsnitariar lssues coulé guickly be resolved.
The Ecvist Union was prepared to resolve them. But if cusstions
oI hugan richts were uvsed for political purpecses, the Soviet
side would rebufs such attempts. He repszted that the Soviet
Unicn wze ready tc exemine speciiic cases, especially thoss men-
=:crad by the President.
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Toe Troccifert revlisd clms tiEZ: wore CIffersicer an oul
ecLnCRic fvenen #nf I Cur stoietiles, Gorbachav sl menticrnesd
=he gQuesticr ¢ vorer's viznzr. Trne Frzeidant notel parentinetis
ceily thiz vwImer ovn #ore ther 37 nexoent o &il the weal:h ar
the Urizeé S=&Tss. 2yt tre &7 Z2zrence irn the svsters was iLhzt,
ves, thers wsre znd-vidusls, rErnzps enriovers In
fzoctories, vith rerseral rreiuvéices 2icut hirinc womern, blacks,
zné so cn. Suz the law fzve ihet thsre can be ne éiscriminstiorn.
So when verigus groucs indiczts thet there are those who Giscri-
minzte, the covernpent rust skide by the law and punish those
irdividuals. Yo U.S. law psrrits discriminatiorn -- cuite the
COnRtrary.

The President continued that he had spoken about the bureau-
cracy. He wisheé to recall that when he was Governor, he learned
from one of his assistants that the latter haed taken some young
black people to the State Labor affice to f£ill cut some job ap-
plications (the President explazined that there was a Department
of Labor in Cali:o_nla, which nelped Deople to find jobs). When

the zpplicants rad sukbsecusntly been questionec zhbout whether
they had fiileé cuz the appl*c=f;ons correctiy, ore szid that he
had net. FRezgean't zssistant ook the man back &nc &s5ked o ses
nis applilicztacn. 2y cewié rotz find if. Tnen ths man tc whom
they had been = ¢ siowlyv efgsl over tTo the wasishaskei anc
pulled the zosoligazicn cut of iz, The CGoverncr weeE not the cns
responsiblie Ser *his, It wes cns prejudiced clerxk whe had throvr
the epolicatior Intc the wasiehashet.

Gorbzecrnev ezid thz: peorie ir the U.S. sheuld live as they
3ike. IZ thev chocse something, thne Sovietes would not judcs
ther. The U.&. ha€ ranw schieversrts, &nf€ The USSE woulé not
irzeriers 1in itTs inzernal £7 Ext the U.E8. chouic ds ths
same witrn recerdé T the USSR,

Thne Fresident se2:€ that 2°: wotld bhs e2sier Zor him to fulliil
some Of The poSc.ole ECreeTErIs bezwssn the twe ccunctries iI hs
were notwbezet bDiygpecrile dnaths (ULEL Ceongressgznc, byiiosrganica-
tions thart hear of their relativers ané friends and complain about
the restra_nte which they cecrsidsr shcould not be mposed upon
ther, such ze wvizh respect tc the -ioht t¢ iive in oither places
or the richt toc ermigrete. 5¢ if Gorhachev woulcd think abouz
these *hincs, the President would heve more ZIresdom to work to-

gether.

Gorcachev szid that he nad nezrd the Presid s thoughts,
but he coulc net agree that the Fresident was s pendent on
tne opinicn cf srall groups, He knew what the President could
do as 2 ppiitical leader when he wanted to. When he did not
want to, he would telk ebout pressure orowps, and so on. The
Soviet side saw 2ll1 cof this. If had rea 1lsh1c view of life,
and askec€ the U.E. side to heve & re stic view of the USER.

=t ﬂl

i

[11]

SECRETSENSITIVE
e




sogmsifetae neirezligedpihas dTiwes cofdaculc

Ic Serre=zrs, wiehair nig svetar, tc Isiievs i
Er Le, Gisheshay, wis wronc zhout the FPreridsnt's
to the U.£. evesem, imsiuéing Guainc the tipe #izsr he
ns Presidenz, cre part ¢7 ths Ccngress, 1.e., ths RiUss
- <stives, ves Gominatad by the CLLOSItLCh paETtl .

Gorbzchev interrupted, without listerirc to the wranslazior,
To say thet ne had understood what the Presidert had salid, and
that he took all of this into account. He wes familiar with The
Lmericen political process, ané the Fresidernt should not hics
behind this. (U.S. Interpreter's Note: Gorbachev's indicatiorn

that he hzd understood what the President hadé said without trans-
lztion was unexpected, since he had never shown any indicaticn

of understanding English in previous or subseguent conversations.
After the President's following remarks, Gorbachev specifically
asked for interpretation aznd looked like he had not understood
what the President had said. I think that the first time he was
simply assuming that he knew what the Fresidesnt was saving, and
wae anxious tc get into the Dlenary meeting.)

The President indiceted that there wsre thince which Le was
not =ble tc get zpproveé a2t the prassnt time Tecause of his op-
position, which besed its position on what wzs seid by lotby
CYCUES,

Corbachev ss1€ thet the President haé talked about czrair
iesves anc he, Gorkschesv had expresse€ his views,

Thne Freeidsnt interjected that with regerd tc sums CEEsSS
invoivine incaivicuals Goroachev coulé make it ezsisxy for nim
witht recard tc +the relationsbip betweer the wwe couritries.

Gorbar-hav said tha:t ne was gisg thet they rsd had & privets
=e2iv zné *rat thais haé let ther ozt tc know each c¢ihsr becter,
zné Thie vas important. Wher the 4ws of <ther would communicate,
zsperciziliyv about the larcer politicsl Zssues, ithey would knovw
what tne other one looked like, &nd the imege oI the other per-
son woulé ke rresent when decisions would be made.

Prepzreé bv:

Dimitri Zarechnak,
Beparument of State




