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i *  SHubject: US Counternarcotics Strategy for Mexico (U)
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! ;i M. (G¥ Further to our earlier conversation, wur-staffsshave
! ! gontinuedito buildaaatraregyforIEountainarcotics supporiitey
ﬂjexico; While there is a need for helicopter support to the
N Andean countries, all the evidence we have developed in our’
.. .. Getection and monitoring effort is that interdiction of the drugs
flowing to the United States th:ough Mexico has the highest
. Eayoff. For those :easoniﬁp‘i”ov’inon ‘0f-nine helicopters to Mexica:

for use by their Northern Botdet“Response“Force “ghould.-have-thed
_qium.wﬂu;h? ranking above the Andean countries.
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z'. (€Y To provide the helicopters to Mexico, recommend that the

* Hresident declare that angnergency gituationZexistk in Mexico
that threatens the national secutity interests of the United

e qtates and direct emergency drawdown of DOD goods and services

"% ynder provisions of Section 506(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance
-3+ Act. Further, wecommend_the President lise ‘“se:;;ion $14 .0f..the AcE
: o Mmiive Section. 660 a0d zif necessary, . Section 484 of that Act.

4+ 3, (ef As Bob Gates stated at the last Deputies Committee
.. meeting, we need to move forward as socon as possible with the
=+ Mexican helicopter support.The Army has confirmed that nine
"7 helicopters, associated spare parts, and training will be

.- Trailable for Mexico.

- &, (@Y A3 regards the provision of additionsl helicopters to
ather countries for counternarcotics, the Army is currently
determining the total number of UH-1H aircraft and associated

i gupport that it can provide in the near term. This information

-+ - will .be provided to the Deputies Committee at their meeting early
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dopies to:
:|... Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs)
D Department of Defense Coordinator for Drug Enforcement Policy
‘I ¢ and Support
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