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[Translation from the Dutch of the main points] 

General Knoop to the Minister, 23 June 1975 

General Knoop wrote to the minister the following. 

 Questions are asked in parliament regarding the modernization of nuclear weapons 
in the Netherlands. Knoop divulged to his minister the following. The USAF 
proposed to the Belgian Italian, German and Dutch air forces to replace the 
generation of US nuclear weapons on their soil, including the Netherlands, with 
new types of weapons in the beginning of 1977. The USAF wants to phase out the 
old weapons because the new generation is safer, have lower maintenance costs 
and a better aerodynamic shape. The new weapons do have the same ‘yield range’ 
compared to those presently ‘stored in The Netherlands’. Accordingly. this is not 
an enlargement of nuclear capabilities but only a modernization in a technical and 
logistical sense. Such a replacement had already taken place twice in the past and 
is a routine matter.  
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