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THE FIGHT FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS IN
THE SOVIET UNION

Ludmilla
Alekseyeva

A YEAR AND A HALF ago in Helsinki, the
Russians in company with all their European
neighbours, signed a declaration of human
righls which should have opened a new era

in world affairs.

Freedom everywhere was to be guarantead—
freedom. of thought, conscience, religien and
belief. The end of the cold war seemed to be
in sight, the end of the Soviet police state

and the start of a more relaxed era for
everyone in Europe, East and West.

Realists knew it must work in the West because,

TO NfCl—'OLA‘”

*AS TOLD

YOU probably never think
twice about words like
freedom and rights. You

don't have to. They've

been part of your way of

life for a long time.

But to most of us in Russia—
ordinary Soviet citizens—they
are words we don't expect to
hear too often, especially from
our leaders. You can imagine,
Lthen, how our eyes bulged when
we read in Fzeestia that Brezhs=
nev had actually signed an
East-West agreement in Hel-

sinkd, gnaranteeing us freedom
and rlglll»

ol o be true. Yoo

2 student of Russian

whit o step that is,

Imaging our [rends from the
rubject peoples of Russia—Ukminians,
Latvinns, Georgians nnd Jews—homed
In on the paragraph whi talked of

self-determination of

vqual rights
peoples,”

Did this mean the minsrity nations
of the Soviet Union were to be free

from the dictates of Moscow ¥
And ‘magine how they read on to
e passage about freer movement

and (ontact with foreign countries.

Exiled ’
in Siberia

You take ajl et for granted. Wa
hoped for the best, but feared Lhe
worst,

But what could we do to see that
the promises weren't broken? We
tulked about it and decided to eall
Press conference on May 14, 1078, Not
u Press conference for the State.
controlled representatives of Pravda
snd Ixvestia, but & meeting of
Western junrnalists,. We wanted the

ERT

AND Al J|—H| R

Western Press Lo report what we were
doing and the results of our work.
This was erucial to our plan.

There wis another reason for our
Press conference. On the one
we knew that It would irritate ‘the
KGE enormously. But on the other
hand we knew that it would protect
us from the KGB, at least far a time,
There s only one thing that limits
the KGB's cruelty — the fear of bad
publicity In the West,

Our alm, we pointed out, was
simply to monitor how the agreement
was working emong our fellow men
and women

Professor Yur! Orloy, o well-known
Soviet physicist, was made leader. We
still consider him our leader though
he’s now under. arrest,

-Eena Bonner was another member,
Bhe s the wife of Dr Sakharov,.an
even more  distingulshed physieist,
wirner of the Nobel Peace Prize and
n member of the Soviet Academy of
Bciznees.

We were joined by Pyolr Grigor-
enko, who uged to be n General In the
Rizsian Army, and Alexander Gins-
burg, who runs the Solzhenitsyn fund
Tor helplng political prisoners, and
Amtoli Marchenko, who I exiled in
Biberln for writing about his experl-
ences In prison,

There w ten of us in all and
geveral doz more  helping  with
typing and distribullng documents.

The day after our opening confer-
enee Orlov was sumimoned to the KGB
and told that we were an lllegal opera-

on,

He told them that, on the contrary,
we were a legal body doing & proper
lob, monitoring an international agree-
ment that had been slgned by Legnid
Brezhnev.

It was obvious that our work
wouldn't be taken to kindly by the
KGB, We knew that in advance —
what we had no idea of In advance

was what form thelr displeasure would -

Lake.

Before Christmas 1978 they left us
more or less alone. Ginsburg was the
one they pestered most, because after
his five yvears In prison. he couldn't
Bet reglstered to live in Moscow, even
though he hns 8 wife, two small child-
ren and an old mother there.

Pyotr Grigoreénko : The General,

in an open society, everything can be
monitored. But who could guarantee, or even
hope, that it could work in Russia ?

A group of brave Russian citizens took on the
perilous task of reporting when, and by whom,
those guaranteed rights.had been infringed. = -
-And almost from the start the oynics about
detente were vindicated: The volunteers were
persecuted, hounded and imprisongd ; and,

if emough fuss was made in the West, thlr
were driven from their eountry.

Thig is the story of one of those brave people,

Idn't get work ai T, becalse
nr hlm 'hm btnmphy until Sakharov
gave him a job is secretary

The police kept t visiting ug id ask- =
ing him why he wasn't in Terusa,
where he's registered. Tha [;avha-hl.v
seenmy uIIl! nnn pelty. But. at’s Lthe
law Acco, that,
he was al!oﬂﬂ Ln m‘t Ma&mw £
for t.hm thy a time, so eyery
fourth nl.t to travel 100 miles |
to Tamm nnd then come

Malva l.untla. one of our members, !

has a son who teaches phyaical eulnm,s
at the university. In November two
KGE men suddenly visted him and
told him that unless his mother '
stopped workinr for the Helsinkl .
roup, they would find ways of mak-
ng his apd his wife's lives a mlsery.
They said [t quite openly.

Arrest of

sympathisers
_

He wos despair He hnd+
nothing o do with. her work and :Iﬂ_
never occurred fo him that such
thing eould happen. Anyway, he kne
that there was no way of persuading
hls mother to stop, so he just came
and told her what had happened,

She made 1t known to the KGB that
they were using her son as a houfn
nndyum. she had no intention of give
ing in to that sort of blackmail, That,
for the time belng, seemed to be lhe
end of that The KGB still weren't
sure what*t;o do rhﬂlt us. They soon
made their min:

e b o S
mas, We' n expecting A
the KOB often do unpleasant things
at Christmns. They w that for
about 10 days at I.hnt time it's very
hnrd for us to mobilise support In the

'I‘he correspondents are out of
Moscow nand Western newspapers
don't appear, For Instance, Dr Bak-
harov's close friend Sergey K.wn.l:o\'
was arrested-at Christmas time and
s0 were many others, We knew about
this and allowed for It

On December M we heard that the
KGB had wnrrested two of our sym-

Anatoll Marchenko : The writer.

One wwho got awcay . ..,

pathisers in Leningrad, Yuliya Voz-
nesenskayn  and  Viadimir

Then on the evening of December 28
there were simuliancous in
the fats of fiva of our frlends In
Kiev, members of the Helsinki group
in the Ukraline.

The KGB men had removed all
documents connected with the group
and all personal papers.

But what alarmed us most was the
use of that old KGB trick — In three
of these searches they planted con-

N tlmrlfm Tlr:fn.l- Id raise an

o wou.
I'H.

Russia.
In Mikola Rudenko's fat m
‘found' 42 American dollars. He

us that the first dollar he had ever

seen In his lfe was the ons that the

HKGB man pulled out of his desk.
Then  they ‘found’ some porno-

in the West, but d.mmini Ju.

Ludmilla Alekseyeva, piciuréd in Munich yesterda;

gﬁp&dc plctures in the flat of Oles
rdnik, a well-known Ukrainian
sclence fletion writer. I know that in

to be found with dirty pletures, but
in Russia It's the sort of thing that
can & man's repu-
tation.

And In Oleksa Tikhl's house they
sald that they'd dug up a rifle In the
mni:n Il.l quite absurd, but, of

‘s an obvious reason t1’1:.r
ﬂe phnu. Thl.' KGQB feel that
not advisable Lo

under arres!
We wwkld hard during 1996 and
produced a'dozen or so documents.
A ‘document’ is a study. of some
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specifie problem of human rights in
m-: Soviet Union. Each member has

apeciality and researches his or her
umnubru As pn exumple , ., Docu-

ung-as it's possible o be, And not
only ls it forbidden in the Helsinki
agreement, bul by Soviet law as well

ment No. was about Muslafi The Grimea llﬂllﬂﬂﬂ HN'PII

Dshumilyov, who was sénlenced (> won't Tartar

mrff e rght of u:: c',"' “t e houss ‘“ “
artin rimean Imea,

lleurm: to return uuuu_' Crimea. - hu:.:"':.- i the ﬂ.r

M lﬂ ment Neo. 1 we mantioned
saveral pases whan this had

e hs of

bulldozers the ruined and the tami-
lies standing out in the open.

Apart from the documents, which
The whole nation was deported en I

took some Ume to prepare, we lasucd
This

mazse by Stalin during the war and, HEVErR] Wil
even though they've been rebabi- when happened suddenly
ltated, no Crimesn Tartar b allowed and we M to draw atiention to
to go back T t matier,

Now thai's ss Taclally discrimins- lmﬁuwnrntmuv

Andrei Sakharov :

The scientist.

Pleture : MICHAEL HOLLIST

about Velenlin

nlqué was on
Maoroe. s nationallst
Thay
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hmdn't Interve
Tnstit!

Another interwention of ours that
1 think worked well was Documen
Ko, 4, which s mbout rellgious aducs
children being away
from thelr parenils.

Soviet law says guite clearly thal

o

§

dlexander Qinsdurg * The

und fathers |1|vt a dut; hl
bring their children up In &
‘Communist morality’ and that i ﬂ:uf'.l'
don't they can be deprived of thelr
parental rights. A

We added a list ol cases where

L d, about &ix,
Wﬁ:t lht'pntilu! l-!o m

fecily Jegal, It's just that the law is
barte, and s eertalnly

ssammikies was off the
‘eouree, the cases stariod

th more and more people
Professor Orlov  wia

¥ peoplé that he wasn't

y work doné. Bome of them
or even thousands of
lo ste o member of

b uiq wanted L emigrate, or
they had ml u-tul.n Lhag llw:r
Innld us to - or Lhey were
nbout pnrmum of
rn‘ullom ar national minorities, Some
rl them oame s delegates, represent

Which |8 how we came Lo the cass
of the P‘Lunuj;uln h';m'lm' that
because ¥ e bring up their
children rellnguIy oot a single ane
soce the Revolullon bas been allowed
iote university.

Religious
persecution

T‘htrl‘t marvellous paople. I gol Lo

of them, and there are

:m,m ol in the Boviet Union

thelr communities sent us

r!mt-wm one from the northern

Caucasus, the other from Nakhodks
on the Paclfie const.

‘They held a counci! and declded thal
their pamition waa Intolerable a0 they
want to emigrate, { them,
asked o8 (o find a counkry that
taks them, an empty lerritary

could eultivate ang whero
practise Lheir [aith In

usbud In & Document Ihnl
mm-mmn chme nlo

because of religlous persecution

ht consider taking these Penle-

1 stodied history st Moscow Unl
versity and for asveral years | worksd
u an editor in the Nauks publishing

the Omnmu« gave me the

jnb "~ editin uments
u:ﬂ distribation, Our
l!:‘.ll six’ ts we sent by posh

Mikola Rwdenko ! The Ukratatan,

so'all tha 38 governments which slgred

the Agreement, ope copy o Mr
Breshnev, the other M to the virlous
embassies in Moscow.

For example,

It was hellish work,
mmﬁ Tﬁumem had a ;"%
LRI pages
document had Lo be copled by type-
writer 5o that each country cuuld have

there was no pholocopying
mlﬂl-i-u Fou can gel seven years for
using one of thoes |

llrhﬂwnml m, we had o
aﬁlm shock coming, We :%-ulrd

eh &n delive
W that we ghoul

ul geltlng
ighi hands
and I'm glad Lo say thal I suceeeded

All our documents are now In
thl H!. | won't say how we
f ' da@l l..-w’ B
N lil the KGB would nlmplT
close that particular channel
want to emphasiee that right
from ths baginning everything
our group has done has besn

_ltglj under Boviet law. This is

e way the Soviet dissident

movement opernfes.

But the KGB dont see It that way
January 4, a few days after the
searches in the Ukraine, Lhey sarched
three of the Moscow membirs’ fats
=Orlov's, CHrsburg’s and mine.

They started simultansously st
530 &m, At Orlovs fMat they rang
the bell and he came o the door In
hu lean He'd been working until

o be lh[t o slee
hu- Hn asked them who U ..X
through the door. The .'n lhe
'lrrre w police and they
wa

Il: nl.:l b i1 junl. grf L'srlw\ld then
1 the door.” They musk
have ght that he was going 10

destroy soime compromising material,
hecmu imedia broke the
n;m of them burst in

T hours searchi

ng
H{cnhu oniy af T am.

M. Glﬂbﬂl'“rl flal |4 was even more
unpleasant. Usually they start search-
ing in the room where, you work. They
go t for your desk, thin they
work the living-room. e
bedrootis sid lesye, the bathroom
unbil last, But In this case one of them

TO PAGE 29
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