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-Dignity

or Death

West,

A YEAR and a half ago, Russian leader Leonid
Brezhnev signed a treaty in Helsinki guarantesing
freedom and human rights. Did it mean the end of
the police state? The persecution T The night
arrests 7 A group of Russian citizens formed a
committee to monitor what happened. As the list
of broken pledges mounted, the KGB moved in on
the group themselves,

This is the story of one of them — a woman
who's just out of Russia and Biving in new-found
freedom with her hushand and son.
teacher and historlan, and she's now full of hope
that at the age of 51 she can rebuild her life in tho

She told her story to NIOHOLAS BETHELL.

by Ludmilla
Alekseyeva

She'a a

IF you have not lived in the
Soviet Union, you cannot
imagine what life is like
for the ordinary man in
the street,

You do not have to be gullty
of an offence of uny sort to Aind
yourself tnprisoned without
trial and separated [rom your
family and friends, often for
years at o time.

I glve you an sgample of o a4
and typical case,

Dunm‘ the luite 1408 there was
more-ar-less permanent rebellion In

the Ukmine. The rebel army was
rommanded by Roman Shukhevich, a
Ukrainlan nationnalist, who become
quite a hero nmong his own people:

Thls dld mot erulear BN b Mosoow.
Evenluplly, Ilo 1950 Savict forces
Lrapped ukhevich in g fat and he

kilied himself rather than be taken
alive,

But the State dors not give ub 60

ensily. They nrrested s son Yurd,
who was only 16 years old, and
pentenced him o 13 years In the
kbour camps. just for being his
father’s son.

Renounce

his father

= —— i ]

Alter ten wasged yeiars ey took
Tubtid ot of prison, put him ina salt of
eoad clothes and brougly hun Lo Kley
where they yave him the finest food,
showed him nrouand the clty and took
him to the Lheatre,

‘Then rcame the crunch,
satd to kim ¢ “We wanl vou Lo

They
a0 on
Lelevdion and tell the people that you
belteve your father was wrong, hat

you renoupee his Ideas and his Oghs”

oprmst Boviet pover

‘I you e, eoocll e
once. you'll live in
fine life.

He refustd. He bad taken no part
In the fzht, of course, Lie'd been ton
young, but fmlly pride mads 4 imes

powsihle fur him o renounce Bis father.

they ok him back (o prison whepe
he served a tal of 18 yrars before
I‘K‘PIL released 'n 1969 of the age of

il af prison ot
Kirv and have a

Ewu then his roubles weren't over.
Bemg the son of Roman Bhik.
hevich. he wasn't allowed to lve in
raine. They banished him to
Nalchlk In the northern Cauveasus
where some happincss came his way

ot Just when be married and had two
chijdren.

Then, In Pebruary 1972, they
prrested bim agaln and gave him an-
other ten years in prison on Lhe
frumped up charge that he was write
ing memoirs,
blamed hiin had the charge
true. After a life llke thal who
wouldn't write memolrs ?

Yurl 38 43 years old now, and out
of the knst 27 years he has spent 34

jeara n prizon although he has nover.. -
: i roised o or

commlited & erime or
agkinst anyone.

The fact s that the situstion in the
Ukralne is far worse even Lhan It
I5 In Moscow. The Ukralnizans are still
natlonalistic and the nutharities thers
really foel that tiey cannot relax thelr
grip for a momen

Once & Ukrainlan & convicled of &
political offence, they never let go ot
nim, they arrest him aguin and
on Bome pretext, wa they did Yurd
Bhukhevich and Ivan Bvitlichny, who
was In Perm labour camp with Viedi-
mir Bukovaky.

Several doren ol these perseculed
people have contacted us nnd lold us
they want to emigrate. Our Docus
ment o, 12 is about them. They love
thelr country, but they realise !
oo life for them there,

Afast of them have relatives In the
Unlted Btates or Canada and we want
thefn Lo be allewed Lo joln them lnder
the 'Inmily reunifeation’ sectlon of
the Helslnki Agreement.

Two of our membtra ‘l'laanlr
Slepak and  Anatoll ilﬂ:
deal with the u:uul:mﬁ of Jeli
Russla, It |3 very lmportant for Jews
to have the ight 1o emigrate to Israel
# they wish. Qur commitiee pelloves,
in fact, that ol eltlgens should have
the uu\n to emigrate, s it says In

N Declaration of Human I|
whlch the Saviet Unjon has ra

L eant't undérstand the idea lluﬂ. )
RTOWN-Lp rson 18 not allowed Lo
declde In which country he would ke
Lo Mve By what right does somecne
tlsa declde thess ullnss for him. To
me it's a3 bad fs choosing a man's
wife for him or ].u;li down  how
many children he ought te have,

Murdered
by the Nazis

A terrible cass of a Jew nol belng
aliowed lo emigrate came 0 & bead
Inst yenr, Yefim Davidovich waa o Jew
from Minsk end all his family were
murdered by the Naxs He escaped
only becniise he wis away. serving in
mn!gm Army when Minsk was cap-
bur

He fought very bravely, won a lot

You could hardly have . :
been

o'Rl-__“iov A
' TEN MEN
ANB Fou
KGB CAR
FOR JUS
FROFESS
OF PHYS

|
of medsis and eventually bécame a  higher and workers have trade anions
colonel, which was a very high rank w}q:lmm!rmhu
for a Jew to reach. But, after the war instance, [ studied the cose of
)

he became convineed that the Boviet o lathe operato Odessn -~ whi
Undon was full of nnu-ﬂemlunﬁ hag to feed o wlre and elght nhudrm Bo we all agreed that I should
tunll{nefnmd by the autho I.Ies. on the equivalent of £3% a emigrate after.all and becoms the
Mgu 1857 b uttered this chi Up to now, one of the m Cotmnmitiee’s resentative in the
Pubile, - & of cur dissident movement bas been West - My h my son and 1

He wos Immediately dismlssed from  our lsck of contact with ordinary our on Janiary
the army, deprived of his pension Boviet working 91 and on February 1 they were
vights and found himself un.uhle o Bob publication of the approved, creating what be &
find work. Yeflm was one of the first  {n Izvestia and the publicity it gets or speed™in the ek visa
tom when It became possible for 8 In radio broadcasts from A

number of Jews to to inted many w The next day, Pebruary

t!l-l:%':'ltl:l’::“T uldn't fet hl T‘hm e b - 5
BU wo t him ewlsh, ¥
2id he had hRd access to MUKSEY nor e e vend L 3T B0t g viclaus attack agninst Professer Yurl
secrota. lied to emigrate some amlgg Orlov, & well Boylet i

The photograph In our documents husband's name ls Wil His and leader of our group and
shows him and his Iﬂend. Lev Ovsish-  family orzinated in Britain. then eml- ﬂ:r Gh""h"" Who s Ui 1
fher laviag s wreah ol s monament Ehied o Anrice, Arwnd Voo bls A (104 Lo hepas, pothiy)
M i e e it o holp bulid beidacs for the firat raflxay - . We al knew Rim

ut-

Muy, 1975. It lr:; mn unoficial meet-

i atl SEVEra) between Moscow and 8f Pcwmu:g t-at- some stage he must
L e B o R Tl - /| een brought under the coteal of the
country, especinlly in the m ! KGB, His article was full
0. “lex Por instance, be claimed he had
Yefim bravely made n speech about seen. with his own eyes,
anti-Semitism. and fascam, clenly gappible lies ., GarTying. out currency dealings. Th
hinting that Minsk was still under m%b Its own' was e to glve
the Influence of these two evil forces, EEEEEEENEEEG——— ot muﬂﬂ{}“’b‘ﬁuf“& nsburg,
He aleo kept up the battle to try to nu:umanumuul  thi We were sure were folie 10 be
emigrate (o & freer world, ?plluuw wogld we 't know when, 80
Dr Satharov raised his case again ,‘;‘::"wcm' fhiha dag ‘“"‘m we told Ginsburg to go and stay with
and again, but It wes no good.  Afier  hen the viw office quite suds vs. There m.‘lm a
&everal heart altacks, he dled In Aprll  denly and asked us to come and  fomoce LAt the KGR would he re
1870, n few days before he was due to  wrrange our documenla, the fuss it I':nfu%d create In mlll:l
make ancther speech “of protest at At first | zald that this was t00 ' ne
the ghetto monument. sudden and ! told the nﬂu-thlt we was also Just u chanee tha
We also have cases of peopls who Dhad declded Lo Eﬂ!f- lﬁﬂ' Al we could delay the arrests, the KO
want to  emigrate for economio ton I fell awkward ab-the fdes of T
reasons, Document No. 13 describes . emigrating when my friends ‘ﬂ“’ n But Ginsburg is u rellglous man. n
the cases of working men who are too  such danger, ¥ bit of ‘a fatalist, and he said-that If
mrwfudlhelrl ey properly, The days posscd. Eversthing scemed  be was going to be arrested, so be It
'y want to go to the West. where  quiet and it appeared that the auth-  Tha way he sees it these things are
they know that woges are much oritles had decided not (o take the = decided by some higher Being. mot by
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YURI ORLOV : This week out of reach ar human rights . .

. In Moscow's Le:mlmm Prison

e wouldn't go to the Bakharove.
q'entoﬁ reﬁclﬁaﬂ dll!trenthlg. bel!h I‘ui:
ap v ol the ng fo
teams m

outside his fist  He told me, ‘I'm
e oo, 1 3, T
want, but I need & rest’

Somehow. he mu to sllp out ot
the MOat- without noticed

ani
take a {ram from Moscow t0 the littls
villaze whers he was born. The
must have mnkt
he was gooe because
wile, Irlna V.

them where her husband 1“ It's hﬂ-
cause of you people that he's go
away : he needs from you," lhc
said defiantly.
They eventually arresied O
on February 3. He went out lo
tel,e{:-hnna Bakharov or me to ask we
d spmMEcne

secrtt oolics picked him U
sirest before he conld reach us

His wire waited and waited. but he
didn't come back. She-went to the
police station where they told her they
had no record of her husband being
arrested.

Pinally. just before
wenl (o the loczi EGB

=
B

hi, . she
and

t.hlyl-tlm in-h.il -
and questionad her. Bhe refused g teil

they sdmitied that had arrested
mmm&mum
where he Is

Bhe was worried beca
Just recovered from pneumonia, It was
viery cold and he ong out to
phone without o 'coat. Bha collected
some warm clothing together al
the frst traln  in - the moming o
Tarusa ta give Rto him,

As for Orlov, It was obvious that th
KOB were all over lhe place !Iout!ni
for him, There were men standing

in his dow and men looking in
through his w (he lives on the
gmnﬂ!lmr:h

The wholr area where Orlov and
Ginsburg Hve, -uhln 8 minute of each

from theirs, was quilé
car that had been kedping me under
observation for months had gon

Jaway for somé reason. Probably it

was because 1'd Just recefved my exit

a8 " 8 - arrester e
0 to see me and t D:t?:r
s asking yau any

dpﬁbh

nd took -

ore. Of M there are hundreds

Eﬂmmtheaﬂmnl

tno ds btl the mn
usands. but in

lhay?:mumr

s wm

‘This time it was exactly the oppo-
site. In the most heart-w. g way,
p-nplenﬂmduhﬂpmﬁml m:.
running m even sl

ments, which 1§ the mn
of all. Within a dar or two Iu.- had
300 signatures ln of Ginsburg,
without sven tr pla just came
to see us ﬁnd

As for my poor telephone, the only

one In the group sidll working ialmost
all the others had been switched off
by the KGB), it rang al] the tme

th concerned supporters -usking :
getting up a Cinsburg peti-
want to sign It 1f we'd had
£0 ou

@ were leaving and less
men mwmng us.
my flat at about 3
t & friend of mioe
wias there on some documents.

ouma the door, and there sas
Orlov with his fnger pressed againsp

, Sistaze

oy
g8

nix Upa, Bhé realised that she muslo't
say his name, ghe musto't react al n1l

E munnlpimﬂulu

r:j found me at
ucnu Grigorenko's fink llld allmﬂn
ed, agaln tI:&!Irﬂl-ﬂ'nu on & piece of

paper, thal lov was Lo my fat,

I retu immediately, but before
-1 weok had a really soed look
around, WETE 00 cars, 1o azenla

and no one had followsd me. I'th very
smddtlpotﬂnﬂ th :m and I'm sure
this 1 didmo's n:n!u i

Wi ::lr.rlul out our ‘conversatlon’
ncn of paper. 1 even wrole down

Innocent quunl.lnna as " Would
,Wu ko soms ten
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me mpltlnuq. 1 pleked wp the
recelver. 1i was dead. Orlov was
tiing mﬂ{ o leave with ihe
‘Tl Just take a

lock outslde.

1 went out—and theére they were,
four men standin

d the blotk. Obyviously they'd
he: Orlov's on thelr equip
ment and the

I went to a call-box, rang the ex.
change and nsked whether my tele.
phone was put of order, After a pauss
4 man came on the llne and sald no,
it wasn't out of order, It had been
switched off use I had been using
it *for antl-State purpbses’.

Spirit

him aw_az

For some rensan I.her didin't conle L
l.r::u‘s Drh:nr that evening, We thought
L be able m splrlt him nwny
u.rln:'rhl hi, but st one puint my
son opened door and there were
um men standing right nexi to it
The police fAnally came early the
next moming. I whispered to Orlov
the suggestion r.hlt wa should foree
m ak the door dmm He anld:
No, let them in' I think that §f he'd
been |0 his own Oat he'd have refused
1o o it but he was embarrassed U
t of this happening to a friend.
?en the door and tem men
wm They found Orlov sitling In
n chalr in our living-room. He asked

for thelr warrant, and, when they
sald they had pot brought one, 1
think for a moment he

thought of
.

But there was my mother In the
Bho l1a very old and she had
after the search. |
ha  deelided
a luss.
They huddled around him while lie
dressed, gua hlll "]
ok a 50-year-old

d-l-urrm N

professor of physics who had written
 few documents, A few minutes ater

I looked out of the window and

watched them drive away, ten men

and Orlov |n four KOB cars.

Battle
for freedom

USRI TS

Since Jast Msy our cummmre has

iled 19 documents and T7
mnh about human lllh'l.l Iu ihe
Soviet Unlon, Our leader, Professor
Orlov, 1s in Moscow's Lefortovo prison.
Sice "\od Shcharancey  were
ere

Slepa : y‘ o
Ureated very by the KGB

malerial Wesl
been m:lm tln‘l::t:"!
mli

A convincing
lﬂ lt;y'hu n1tu:lrl].:ull

Bayle —snnething
e tlfnlt'(’gnml?l and other
entitled to roise

dllllmlll-
move-
ﬁ- for the L talure ol our. move:
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