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Bin Ladin Determined To Strike in US
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Ciandestine, forelgn government, and media reports indicate Bin Ladin
since 1997 has wanted to conduc! terrorist attacks in the US. Bin Ladin
imptied in US television interviews in 1887 and 1998 that his lallowers weuld
loliow the example ol Workd Trade Cenler bomber Ramzi Youse! and “bring
the lighting to Amarica.”

Afier US misslle strikes on his bass in Afghanistan in 1898, 8in Ladin
told followers he'wanted 1o retaliate in Washington, according to

3 |service.
An Egyptian Islamic Jihad (ElJ) operative told ar{w_—W—JseMce
at the same time that Bln Ladin was planning to exp operative's

access lo the US to mount a terrorist strlke.

The millennium plotting In Canacdia in 1999 may have been part of
Bin Ladin’'s first serious attempt to implement a terrorist strike in the
-US, Convicted plofter Abmed Ressam has tokd the FBI that he congeived lhe
idea to attack Los Angeles International Airport himself, but thatBin’,
Ladin lieutenant Abu Zubaydah encouraged him and hglped tacliitais {tb.
operation. Ressam also sald that in 1998 Abu Zubaydah was planhing:his
own US attack, . )

Ressam says Bin Ladin was awars of the Los Angeles opsration.

Although Bin Ladin has not sucéeeded, his attacks against the US
Embassles In Kenys and Tanzania in 1898 demonstrate that he prepares
operations years in advance and Is not deterred by setbacks. Bin Ladin
d@ssoclates survellied our Embassies In Nairobi and Dar es Salaam as sarly
as 1998, and some members of the Nairobl cell planning the bombings wera

arresied and deported In 1997. L

Al-Qa‘ida members—including some who are US citizens—have resided
in or traveled to the US for years, and the group apparently maintains a
support structure that could ald attacks. Two al-Qa'ida members found guilly
in the conspiracy to bomb our Embasslss in East Africa were US cliizens, and a
senior EIJ member lived in California in the mid-1350s,

A clandasting source said in 1998 thal a Bl Ladin cellin New York
was recruiting Muslim-American youth for attacks. .

We have not been able to corroborate some of the more sensationat
threat reporting, such as that from a ervice in
1898 saying that Bln Ladin wanted to hifack 8 US-aircraft to gain the
release of “Blind Shaykh” ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Rahman and other US-held

extrem/sts,
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— Nevertheless, FBI informalion since thal fime inditales patierns of
suspicious activity in this couniry consistent with preparalions for
hijackings or other types of attacks, including recent surveillance of
{ederal buildings in New York. )

The FBI is conducting approximalely 70 full lisld investigations
throughout the US thal it considers Bin Ladin-relaled. CIA and the
FBI are investigating a call to our Embassy in the UAE In May saying
thal a group of Bin Ladin supporters was in the US planning aftacks
with explosives.
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