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This does not constitute 
proof that Che Guevara is 
olive and operating in 
Bolivia but It certainly 
heightens the possibility.

I think the President night 
like to read this one.
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1* (SUMMARY* TH E CAPTURE BY TH E
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B O L IV IA N  ARMY ON 20 A P R IL  1 9 6 7 .OF CARLOS ALB ERTO F R U T O S -(T H E  

NAME APPEARING. ON BUSTOS* ..FALSE A R G EN TIN E P A S S P O R T .) JU L E S  

R E G IS  DEBRAY, FRENCH M ARXIST IN T E L L E C T U A L  AND W RITER ON 

G U E R R IL L A  W AR FA R E,* AND GEORGE ANDREW ROTH, E N G L IS H . FREELANCE 

JO U R N A L IS T . T H E . THREE HAD JU S T  L E F T  THE G U ER R ILLA S  Itt  SOUTH

EASTERN B O L IV IA  AND WERE W ALKING TOWARD TH E TOWN OF..MUYUPAMPA ... 

ON 'T H E IR  WAY OUT OF THE AREA OP G U E R R ILLA  O P E R A TIO N S , THE 

FOLLOW ING INFORM ATION HAS BEEN EXTRACTED FROM A  30 PAGE 

W R ITTEN  STATEM ENT PREPARED BY BUSTOS TO  D ESC R IB E H IS  A C T IV IT IE S

• S' B 0 ft D TX.
>ANiTTZ 

E.O. I3S26, Sec. 33

By  NARA Date
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AND OBSERVATIONS W ITH THE G U ER R ILLA  BAND IN  * B O L IV IA  FROM' THE 

T IM E HE L E F T  H IS  HOME IN  CORDOBA, ARGENTINA, ON 25 FEBRUARY 

1967, THROUGH H IS  A R R IVAL A T  THE G U ER R ILLA  CAMP IN  B O L IV IA  ON

6 MARCH, U N T IL , IN  THE CO* IP ANY OF DEBRAY AND ROTH, HE L E F T  THE
.  | ** -

GU ER RILLAS AND WAS ARRESTED ON 20 A P R IL . BUSTOS EA R LIE R  

CLAIM ED TH AT HE HAD BEEN 'SELECTED AS A. R EPR ESEN TATIVE OF A  . 

V A R IE T Y  OF L E F T IS T  GROUPS IN  ARGENTINA TO ilA X fi’ CONTACT W ITH  THE
• ' * > 1 • * •

B O L IV IA N  GUERRILLAS AND MAKE CLEAR' THAT THE' ARGEN TIN E GROUPS** * >
WERE NOT IN TER ESTED  IN  RENEWING G U ER R ILLA  A C T IV IT Y  IN  A R G EN TIN A,

IN  H IS  W RITTEN

STATEM ENT BUSTOS EXPLAINS THAT THE B O L IV IA N  GUERRILLAS WERE v»;r* 

IN TER ES TED  IN  HIM  AS ONE MEANS OF GENERATING SUPPORT FROM . 

A R G EN TIN A. BUSTOS S A ID  HE WAS G IVEN  THE ASSIGNMENT OF S E E IN G  w .
/ * ‘ I 11

LEADERS OF ARGENTINE P O L IT IC A L  GROUPS WHICH TH E O R E TIC A LLY  HAD’ . , i  

REVOLUTIONARY A TTITU D ES  AND TRYING TO  ARRANGE A  M EETING O F  TH&M 

TH AT WOULD LEAD TO A COMMITTEE OF SUPPORT AND S O L ID A R IT Y  FOR THE 

STRUGGLE IN  B O L IV IA . BUSTOS IS  A  S K IL L E D , EXPRESSIVE WRITER

AND APPEARS TO BE A  CAREFUL, ASTUTE O B S E R VE R .’ HE RECOUNTS'
* . * »•••

H IS  T R IP  TO THE GU ER R ILLA  AREA ESCORTED BY T A N IA , THE G U ER R ILLA  

COURIER PR EVIO U SLY ID E N T IF IE D  AS LAURA GUTIERREZ BAUER DE " J
__________________ ____________  . 3

11ARTINEZ H IS  M EETING W ITH DEBRAY ON . J
1

cinrnwzzizw
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TH E BUS FROM L A  P A Z , T H E IR  A R R IV A L  A T  THE G U E R R IL LA  CAMP, AND 

B U STO S ' LONG D IS C U S S IO N  W ITH  ERNESTO MCHE" GUEVARA. THE FU LL 

T E X T  OF BUSTOS • STATEM ENT APPEARS IN  THE O R IG IN A L  S P A N IS H  AND 

I N  E N G LIS H  TR A N S LA TIO N  AS ATTACHMENTS TO I IN

THOSE IN S TA N C E S . WHERE BUSTOS' STATEM ENT DEALS W ITH  TH E SAME 

P EO P LE  OR EVENTS REPORTED BY OTHERS WHO HAD BEEN MEMBERS OF THE 

G U E R R IL L A  BAND, WERE CAPTURED BY I T ,  OR WERE OTHERW ISE IN  

CON TACT W ITH  THE G U ER R ILLA S , THE S TO R IE S  ARE IN  E S S E N T IA L

AGREEM ENT. □
AND OTHER REPORTS CONCERNING THE A C T I V I T I E S  OF THE

SAME G U E R R IL LA  B A N D .) .

2 . UPON H IS  A R R IV A L  ON 6 MARCH 1967 A T  THE G U E R R ILLA  CAMP NEAR 

C A M IR I IN  SOUTHEASTERN B O L IV IA  C IR O  ROBERTO BUSTOS FOUND THE 

G U ER R ILLA S  TO  BE W ELL-O R GANIZED  AND W ELL-ARM ED. EVEN DURING 

PER IO D S WHEN EVA D IN G  OR F IG H T IN G  THE B O L IV IA N  ARMY R EQ U IRED  THE 

MOST STRENUOUS FORCED MARCHES, PERIODS WHEN TH E FOOD SU PPLY WAS 

LOW AND A L L  SUFFERED FROM SIC KNESS OR EXHAUSTION OR BOTH, MORALE 

AND D IS C IP L IN E  REMAINED H IG H . TH E G U ER R ILLA  IN S T A L L A T IO N  BUSTOS 

ENTERED WAS D IV ID E D  IN T O  SEVERAL ENCAMPMENTS, A L L  W ELL-P LA C ED  

FOR DEFENSE AND GUARDED W ITH OUTPOSTS AND TRENCHES. THE 

GU ER R ILLAS THEMSELVES WERE W A IT IN G  FOR THE RETURN OF A  SC OU TIN G

■9'B  e 1TB  T/L________
(olamfiotiani fllfftf *
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P A R TY  TH A T HAD TR AVELED  NORTH SEVER AL- WEEKS E A R LIE R  LED BY 

THE G U E R R IL LA  COMMANDER "RAMON# M WHO BUSTOS WAS TO LD  BY ONE 

OP TH E G U ER R ILLA S W ITH  A  CUBAN ACCENT WAS R E A LLY  ERNESTO MCH EM

BUSTOS HAD ID E N T IF IE D  MCHEM GUEVARA FROM A  CLEAR PHOTOGRAPH 

AS B E IN G  ONE OF TH E CUBAN O FFIC ER S HE HAD MET W ITH  THE G U E R R IL L A  

B A N D .) W H ILE  A T  NO T IM E  WAS BUSTOS EXPOSED TO  A L L  THE G U E R R IL LA S , 

HE ID E N T IF IE D  18 CUBANS BY A L IA S , P R O V ID IN G  P H Y S IC A L  D E S C R IP -

• T IO N S  OF 1 5 ; THREE PER U VIA N S, W ITH  D ESC R IP TIO N S OF EACH; AND 23 

B O L IV IA N S , OF WHOM HE DESCRIBED 9 .

3 . ON ABOUT 19 MARCH 1967 MCHEH GUEVARA W ITH  H IS  SC O U TIN G

P A R TY  RETURNED FROM H IS  E X P E D IT IO N  TO  THE NORTH AND RESUMED

COMMAND. A FTER  DETERM INING WHAT HAD HAPPENED I N  TH E A PPR O XIM ATELY

S IX  WEEKS HE HAD BEEN AWAY, AND REASSERTING H IS  CONTROL OF A L L

ASPECTS OF TH E B A N D 'S  A C T IV IT Y ,  GUEVARA BEGAN T A L K IN G  IN D IV ID U A L L Y

TO  THE THREE V IS IT O R S  TO  THE G U E R R ILLA  BAND, "E L  C H IN O , " JU A N

PABLO CHANG NAVARRO LEVANO, A  R A C IA L  C H IN ESE OF P ER U VIA N

N A T IO N A L IT Y  WHO WAS A V IS IT O R  RATHER THAN A  MEMBER OF THE

G U E R R ILLA  BAND; TO  JU L E S  R EG IS DEBRAY; AND THEN W ITH  BU STO S. 5
4

IN  A  SECLUDED S P O T, GUEVARA E X P LA IN E D  P R IV A T E L Y  TO  BUSTQ6 THE 3

j ------------------------------------------------------------------------  1
s a a n  t _________________________________________
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ESSENCE o y  H I3  APPROACH TO R EVO LU TIO N . ’ HE DBFINKD H13 S TR A TE G IC  

O B JE C T IV E  AS THE CAPTURE OF P O L IT IC A L  POWER I N ‘ onfe OR MORB 

CO U N TR IES OF SOUTH AMERICA AFTER INSURRECTIONAL ARMED STRUGGLE 

HAD DEVELOPED . THE KEY TO H IS  O B JE C TIV E  IS ,' HE EX P LA IN ED . T H IS—m m m m m m m m m m m m m —mmmmm*— m*mm—mmmmm^m~m~mmmmmmmmm - I
G U E R R ILLA  BAND/ WHICH MUST’ BE DEVELOPgD, CONSOLIDATED AND

EXPANDED BY IT S  O W N 'A C TX VITY  IN  ORDER. TO BECOME THE NUCLEUS
----------- —  i .. ' "!? •- .
FROM WHICH OTHER GU ER R ILLA  BANDS W ILL  DEVELOP AND P R O LIFE R A TE

............■■■■■■■ in.—  ■ ' ■■ ! !  m II mull
AND THEN A CT UNDER THE D IR EC TIO N  07 THE NUCLEUS WHEREVER CON

D IT IO N S  A R E 'T H E 'H o S T  FAVORABLE^ THE UNDERLYING P O L IT IC A L  BASIS
|----- n  ---------- —p  ------- —̂ —-—L——  

FOR T H IS  • IS 'T H A T . THB STRUGOLB AGAIN ST I lIP E R IA L IS n  IS  TO B ‘ FACTOR
, — — ���� h i � � � �  m i i i h m n w i ....................................

COMMON TO A LL  L A T IN  A I I ^ I C ^  . NATIONS •" IM PER IALISM  IS  THB REAL
-------I--!-------- - 111 '.r . '• V  
ENEMY, NOT THB O L IG A R C H IE S W H IC H  ARB E N H IIE S  0 ?  FORil RATHER

THAN SUBSTANCE. BECAUSE THB REAL ENEMY IS  A  COtaiON ONE FOR A L L

L A T IN  AMERICA; A  NEW STRATEGY IS  NECESSARY. T H IS  STR ATEG Y

MUST STAttT FROM THB PREMISS THAT I N ' L A T IN  AMERICA NO S IN G L E

COUNTRY CAN NOW OR IN  THE FUTURE CARRY OUT THB R EVOLU TIO N  ALONE,

NOT EVEN A  GOVERNMENT' SUPPORTED BY IT S  OWN ARMY AND BY IT S

PEOPLE.* I T  WOULD MERELY PRODUCE P A L L IA T IV E S  AND IM IT A T IO N S  OF ,

CHANGE; ’ BUT I T  WOULD NOT HAKE R EVO LU TIO N . ONE COUNTRY ALONB IS

* Q U IC K LY  SURROUNDED,. STRANGLED, AND SUBJUGATED BY THE IM P E R IA L IS T S  84

1

4
I  BECAUSE REVOLUTION IS  A  SOCIO-ECONOM IC FACT AND NOT A  ROMANTIC, 3* ■ ----  ------------  i u i _-----1--- r-r i------------ :------------------- 1—r— ——“—-——T* ...... %
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P A T R IO T IC  E V E N T . • ECONO?IXC UNDERDEVEL0P1IENT IN  L A T IN  A IIER ICA ’

IS  CAUSED BY IM P ER IA LISM  AND IT S  .TO TA L CONTROL. . CHANGE W ILL  

BE P O S S IB L E  O N LY WHEN THERE* I S '  TO TA L  ‘O P P O S IT IO N . I T  IS  . „ 

NECESSARY, THEREFORE, TO  U N IT S  TOE TOTAL' STRENGTH OF TOM I A T I H
- -  - r  —  — i--------- , . -m.........................................................- -  - -  ----------------- '

AMERICAN N ATION S IN  A  D E C IS IV E  CONFRONTATION A G A IN S T  THE U N ITE D

S T A T E S .. ' v' ‘M ' • , "-r / i \ * .

. 4 .  GUEVARA S A ID  TH AT H IS ' TH ESIS  WAS APPLICABLE XN AHM Kjfr AN& 

SOUTH AM ERICA. AN ADVANTAGE FOR A FR ICA  WAS IT S  GREATER D I3 <*• " '
���.................... —  M. r  imw m r n w  .1  ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................r , T „  , , • i «  i � i>i y  ? ;

TANCE FROM TH E U N ITE D  STATES AND IT S . GREATER P O S S IB IL IT IE S  FOR '
■ .................... - ...................... ............................. —  I I  I I  M . . I .  i . n ;  IIIH I I I I . ............. .......

L O G IS T IC A L  SUPPORT FROH THE USSR, CHINA, ; UAR/ AND A L G E R IA .  HE ' 

HAD I N I T I A L L Y  CHOSEN A F R IC A  A lb  HAP. ARRANGED H IS  “VOLUNTARY 

IN C O R PO R A TIO N " IN T O  TH E STRUGGLE IN  THE CONGO, BUT THE HU&AI7
ii - - --------------  ■ «■ - - -  - - X ............... .............  

ELEMENT F A IL E D , THERE WAS NO W1U, T Q ,JI(3 H T : THE LEA D ER S .W ER l-

CORRUPT. AFTER S IX  MONTHS HEABANPONgD THAT ARENA# ALTHOUGH 

IN  THE MEANTIME H E ' HAD PREPARED NOTHING FOR THE SECOND CH O ICE,

SOUTH AMERICA, HE MADE A STR ATEG IC  D E C IS IO N . BECAUSE SUPPORT
* • * •  ̂ ».  .  t* *

TO CUBA BY ESTABLISH ED  CCCZMUNIST PAR TIES WAS WANING AND P R O - 

CASTRO MOVEMENTS EVERYWHERE HAD BEEN DESTROYED OR HAD NOT DONE 

‘ A N YTm N G , HE DECIDED THAT B O L IV IA  WAS THE BEST PLACE TO B EG IN . 

B O L IV IA  HAD A M IL IT ARY GOVERNMENT, AN ACUTE SO C IA L  S IT U A T IO N ,

AND AN ECONOMY UNDER IM P E R IA L IS T  PRESSURE. I T  WAS N E ffi THE

a B 9 H & Tyj
fduttm —wir>

*• {
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B EST P O L IT IC A L  BASES, ARGEN TIN A, B R A Z IL , C H IL E , AND PERO, AMD 

I T  WAS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES TH AT HAD EXPERIENCED. F A ILU R E S , .
•. • • V * *

A R G EN TIN A  AND E S P E C IA L L Y  PERU. "R IC A R D O , 11 A  COMRADE OP

GUEVARA* S FROM THE CONGO CAMPAIGN, TRAVELED TO  B O L IV IA  EARLY IN  

1966, D ID  TH E O R G AN IZA TIO N AL WORK, MADE TH E CONTACTS* AND S E T  

UP TH E WORKING TEAM. THEY RENTED A HOUSE, BOUGHT THE JEEP* 

BOUGHT TOE FARM AND L A ID  THE GROUNDWORK FOR THB G U ER R ILLA . OPERA

T IO N S  . ________________ COMMENT:

A  HOUSE IN  THB SUBURBS OF LA  PAZ IS  PRESUMABLY BEING USED TO 

STORE S U P P LIE S  FOR G U ER R ILLA  O PER ATIO N S.

FOR A D D IT IO N A L  INFORM ATION ABOUT THE JE E P  AND FARM USED BY THE 

G U E R R IL L A S .)

5 . GUEVARA EXP LA IN ED  THAT ALTHOUGH THE O R IG IN A L , SMALL WORKIN3/
TEAM HAD DONE W ELL, THE EFFORT TO ESTA B LIS H  A P O L IT IC A L  BASE HAD

BEEN A  FA ILU R E  BECAUSE N EITH ER  THE P R O -S O V IE T  NOR P R O -C H IN E S E

COMMUNIST P A R TIE S  OF B O L IV IA  WOULD SUPPORT THE P R O JE C T . I T

PROVED P O S S IB LE  ONLY TO  RECRUIT IN D IV ID U A L S  TO J O IN  THE O R IG IN A L  **

G U ER R ILLA  NUCLEUS. ON A  TR IP  . TO CUBA, PROBABLY IN  OCTOBER 1966,

• RICARDO CONVINCED GUEVARA TH AT EVEN W ITHOUT COMPLETE PREPARATION

I T  WAS NECESSARY FOR HIM TO COME TO B O L IV IA . GUEVARA'S REASON ®
4

FOR IN V IT IN G  BUSTOS (AND OTHERS FROM ARGENTINA WHO HAD V IS IT E D  3
2

. e b e r i
—  W m M — ttonJ rdtwoWj oontro5r~ .....  " T —
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TH E  G U E R R ILLA  AREA BEFORE * BUSTOS HAD AR R IVED  AND W HILE ,

GUEVARA WAS ON RECONNAISSANCE TO THE* NORTH) WAS E S S E N T IA L L Y ,

T O  T R Y  TO  CREATE P O L IT IC A L  SUPPORT FROM O U TS ID E  B O L IV IA . HE 

WAS N O T IN TE R E S TE D  IN  ANY P O L IT IC A L  P AR TY BUT WANTED TO  REACH '

. IN D IV ID U A L S  OR REPR ESENTATIVES OF SMALL OR LARGE GROUPS WHO 

WERE IN  THEORY OR P R A C TIC E  FAVORABLE TO THE ARMED STRU G GLE.

BUSTOS TOLD  GUEVARA TH AT IN  H IS  OWN O P IN IO N , P U B L IC IT Y  ABOUT 

GUEVARA’ S PERSONAL LEADERSHIP OF THE B O L IV IA N  G U E R R ILLA  M OVE- : • 

MENT,' E S P E C IA L L Y  AFTER SO MUCH SPECULATION ABOUT H IS  LO C A TIO N  *
* * ' »

AND A C T IV IT Y ,  M IGHT BY IT S E L F  G IV E , R IS E  TO  SUPPORT A  MOVEMENT 

O U T S ID E  B O L IV IA .  GUEVARA S A ID  T H IS  WAS P R E C IS E LY  WHAT- HE D ID  

NOT WANT. THE STRUGGLE SHOULD BE A  B O L IV IA N  MOVEMENT, AND
• 

O N LY WHEN I T  WAS WELL DEVELOPED AND H IS  P A R T IC IP A T IO N , ALONG 

W ITH  H IS  CUBANS, WAS A  SIM PLE FACT OF P R O LETA R IA N -R EVO LU TIO N A R Y 

IN TE R N A TIO N A LIS M , SHOULD HIS;.-PRESENCE BE MADE KNOWN.

6 . BUSTOS P O IN TE D  OUT. TO  GUEVARA <THAT BECAUSE I T  WAS THE CUBANS 
. ‘ ! • * ’ ‘ * • ••

 W IT H IN  THE G U ER R ILLA  BAND WHO* CARRIED OUT THE M IL IT A R Y  OPERA

T IO N S , THERE COULD WELL BE A  POPULAR REACTION A G A IN S T THE 

MASSACRE OF B O L IV IA N  SOLDIERS FROM AMBUSH. GUEVARA A D M ITTED ~
• *�* , -•r

5 TH A T T H IS  WAS A PROBLEM BUT THAT U N T IL  THE B O L IV IA N  COMRADES 5
4 4
3 WERE MORE EXPERIENCED AND COULD TAKE CHARGE OF THE F IG H T IN G  3
2 * , r • • 2•1 __._________________  • Ji 1
-fT a r n r Tj
--'Tst—n .. .

’ * i
* w

’f
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s  a a n  d  t ,

H E  HAD NO OTHER S O L U T IO N . " THE ID EAL' S O L U TIO N , HE S A ID , WOULD • 

BE FOR B O L IV IA  TO  ASK FOR M IL IT A R Y  A SSISTAN C E  AND FOR YANKEE, 

A R G E N T IN E , B R A Z IL IA N , E T C . ;  FORCES TO ' MOVE IN T O  TH E F IG H T IN G . ' 

COMMENTS A  S P E C IA L  SUPPLEMENT DATED 16 A P R IL  1967

5 
4 
3 
2 
1
. '3 g  e a e  T/

T O  TH E M AGAZINE T R IC O N T IN E N T A L ; TO  BE PU B LISH ED  B E G IN N IN G  INt %
JU N E  1967 B Y THE EX EC U TIVE  SEC R ETA R IA T OF THE PEO PLES- OF A F R IC A ,

A S IA 'A N D  L A T IN  AM ERICA, CARRIED A  MESSAGE FROM "C H E " GUEVARA-

E N T IT L E D  “ CREATE TWO, THREE, MANY VIETNAM S -  TH A T IS  THE

WATCHWORD." THE MESSAGE STATED* " L IT T L E  BY L I T T L E ,  THE

O B SO LETE WEAPONS, WHICH ARB S U F F IC IE N T  FOR THE REPR ESSION OF

SM ALL ARMED BANDS, W IL L  BE EXCHANGED FOR MODERN ARMAMENTS AND '

TH E U . S ;  M IL IT A R Y  A ID S W ILL  BE SU B STITU TED  BY ACTUAL FIGH TER S
• ?f •• t tC  . .

U N T IL ,  A T  A  G IV E N  MOMENT, TH EY ARE FORCED TO  SEND IN C R E A S IN G LY

GREATER NUMBERS OP REGULAR TROOPS TO  ENSURE THE R E L A T IV E
• • r; *. • • * •

S T A B IL IT Y  OF A  GOVERNMENT WHOSE N A TIO N A L PUPPET ARMY, IS  D IS

IN TE G R A TIN G  ‘BEFORE‘ THE IMPETUOUS ATTACKS OP THE G U E R R IL L A S ’ I T  

IS  THE ROAD OP V IETN A M ; I T  IS  THE ROAD TH AT SHOULD BE FOLLOWED 

BY THE P EO PLE; I T  IS  THE ROAD THAT W ILL  BE FOLLOWED. BY OUR* *

AM ERICA, W ITH  THE ADVANTAGE TH AT THE ARMED GROUPS COULD CREATE • 

COORDINATING COUNCILS TO EMBARRASS THE R EPR ESSIVE FORCES OF 

YANKEE IM P ER IALISM  AND ACCELERATE THE- REVOLUTIONARY TRIUM PH•"

0
4
3
2
1
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I N  R E S P O N S E  T O  B U S T O S ' C O N T E N T IO N  T H A T  T H E  A R G E N T IN E  ARMY ' 

W OULD N O T  IN T E R V E N E  A T  T H IS  T IM E , G U EVA R A  S A ID  T H A T  WHEN T H E
• -V , ■ * *■ * * • * ,

S T A T E  D EP A R TM EN T AND THB* PEN TAG O N  S A ID  S O M E T H IN G , A L L ' T H E S E  

A R M IE S  S T E P P E D  IN T O  L I N E ,
r , , • ,, *

iD IS S E H t  S T A T E , A B IW , A I R , ' C IN C S O , C IN C L A N T7 .

5
4
3
2
1
, 0 8 e R H T,

(dm4Ac*tu>*) otmrroUl
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