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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL TAYLOR é

SUBJECT: Analysis of USSR, Fatality Figures from Van us
US Nuclear Attacks

s
_ :\\3\ oo 1. Dr. Johnson, Mr. McNamara 5 Assistant for Atomlc
g ' Energy, has, over.the past years, shown partlcular interest tud—iniom
two subjects! (1) small yield, and (2) clean, weapons. On 19
\,\ : September, he sent the Secretary of Defense a preliminary analysis '
SN of the USSR fatality figures resulting from various forms and levels |
N : of US strategic nuclear attacks, His analysis is limited to fatality
N figures, with no egtimate of the non- fatalrty casualties, but it is . Co ‘”fj.j.';-'
useful within its limits.. . . I ,:;FOIA('k)) (1) O:SD

2. Dr. Johnson's analysxs prov:.das tentative guantltatlve
- estimates for several guahtatwe statements which seem reasonable

B
S ‘ a. Clean surface burst WeAPON 8 PRemARmamis
N weapons, can reduce fatalities against thdrmrere—
1 8t
1 ' b, Air bursts produce far less fatalities even than cI' an———
5 : surface burst wWeaponsg / 1
L i

c. Attacksa gains

3. Dr. Johnson recognizes the limitations of his study, and the
tentative nature of his conclusions, buthe believes it damonstra’ces
clean weapons can serve a useful purpose in furthermg our national
objective of reducing cagualties in any war. His wrap-up conclusion
demonstrates that he recognxzes ‘that weapons and strategy,xnteract

to influence casualtxes :

“"The targeting philosophygd i ort@*’ht as .
weapon type in affecting ‘ ; lt& ttacks
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employing' all clean or all normal weapons,
as well as attacks employing all air bursts

or all surface bursts, ate not the most FOTA(b) (1) 0SD

" efficient and are thus not realistic. Optimum
targeti i air and surface
hursts
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