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SUBJECT: TEXT OF NOON BRIEFING ON MICROWAVES, NOVEMBER 9

1. FULL TEXT NOON BRIEFING NOVEMBER 9 ON MOSCOW MICROWAVES
CARRIED IN TODAY'SEUR WIRELESSFILE.

2. THERE FOLLOWS STATEMENT ON MICROWAVE SITUATION AS
MADE BY DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN:

QUOTE: STARTING SEPTEMBER 7TH, THE LEVELS OF RADIATION

HAVE INCREASED ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS FOR PERIODS OF

LESS THAN ONE HOUR. ON TWO SUCH OCCASIONS MAXIMUM
INTENSITIES OF ALMOST 9 MICROWATTS WERE MEASURED ON THE
EMBASSY ROOF. MAXIMUM MEASUREMENTS IN OPEN EMBASSY OFFICE
WINDOWS WITH SCREENS REMOVED DID NOT EXCEED 6 MICROWATTS.

PREVIOUS LEVELS FOR APPROXIMATELY THE LAST 18 MONTHS DID
NOT EXCEED 2 MICROWATTS INSIDE THE BUILDING. LET ME JUST
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RECALL TO YOU THAT THE CURRENT U.S. SAFETY STANDARD IS
10,000 MICROWATTS PER SQUARE CENTIMETER FOR UNLIMITED
PERIODS OF TIME. THE SOVIET OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY STANDARD
1S 10 MICROWATTS PER SQUARE CENTIMETER FOR THE WORKING
WEEK. YOU HAVE TO THINK ABOUT THAT FOR A MINUTE BEFORE
YOU UNDERSTAND IT.

Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009

"WOULD YOU COMMENT ON THE BELIEF BY SOME PERSONS THAT
THE MICROWAVES BEAMED AT THE EMBASSY COULD HAVE
CAUSED THE HEALTH PROBLEMS?"

THE ANSWER TO THAT ONE IS, ASWE HAVE STATED REPEATEDLY,
THERE ISNO EVIDENCE TO DATE THAT THESE SIGNALS AT
RECORDED LEVELSNOW OR AT ANY LEVELSIN THE PAST HAVE
ADVERSELY AFFECTED THE HEALTH OF OUR EMPLOYEES. IN
ORDER TO IDENTIFY POSSIBLE DELAY HEALTH EFFECTS, IF ANY,
OF EXPOSURE TO LOW-INTENSITY MICROWAVE RADIATION OVER
PERIODS OF MONTHS, WE HAVE, AS YOU KNOW, CONTRACTED
WITH JOHNS HOPKINS TO UNDERTAKE AN EXHAUSTIVE EPIDEMIO-
LOGICAL STUDY.

THE RESEARCH CONTINUES, BUT WE DON'T EXPECT TO HAVE THE
FINDINGSUNTIL THE ANALY SIS OF THE DATA COLLECTED IS
COMPLETED IN JUNE 1978. THE FINDINGSWILL BE MADE

PUBLIC ASSOON ASTHEY ARE AVAILABLE.

ON THE QUESTION OF WHY THE PROTECTIVE SCREENING WAS
INSTALLED IF THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE TO DATE OF A HEALTH
HAZARD, THE ANSWER IS THE SCREENING WAS INSTALLED DURING
THE PERIOD OF ESCALATION IN 1975-76 OF THE INTENSITY OF
RADIATION AS A PROPHYLACTIC MEASURE ASWE DID NOT KNOW
HOW HIGH THE LEVELSWOULD GO.
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AT THE SAME TIME, WEWANTED TO ALLEVIATE THE ANXIETY OF
THE STAFF ASA RESULT OF THE RADIATION. THE SCREENING
HASHAD THE EFFECT OF ATTENUATING THE INTENSITY BY 90
PERCENT OR MORE WITHIN THE CHANCERY BUILDING. SOME OF
THE SCREENS WERE DESTROY ED ON THE OFFICE FLOORS THAT WERE
AFFECTED BY THE RECENT FIRE IN THE EMBASSY. THEY ARE

BEING REPLACED.

WE ARE CONTINUING TO PRESS THE SOVIETS TO TURN OFF THE
SIGNALS, AND ARE TAKING, OF COURSE, ALL POSSIBLE MEASURES
MEANWHILE TO PROTECT OUR EMPLOYEES.

GETTING DOWN TO THE QUESTION THAT HAS BEEN MOST RECENTLY
RAISED BY THE STORIESWE'RE TALKING ABOUT, THE STORY --

I THINK IT ISAN AP STORY FROM MOSCOW -- REPORTED THAT

223 ADULTS REPRESENTING VIRTUALLY ALL THE EMBASSY STAFF
AND THEIR SPOUSES HAVE BEEN GIVEN MEDICAL TESTS REPORTEDLY
SHOWING THAT 1 OUT OF 29 TESTED HAD A MY STERIOUS BLOOD
CONDITION RESULTING IN ABNORMALLY HIGH LEVELS OF WHITE
CELLS.

WE HAVE NOT DETECTED TOTAL WHITE BLOOD COUNTS WHICH
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HAVE DEVIATED FROM THE NORMAL SPREAD. IF YOU'RE GOING TO
ASK MEWHAT THE NORMAL SPREAD IS, | DON'T HAVE IT HERE,

BUT | THINK WE DO HAVEIT IN THE FILE. THE VOLUNTARY

BLOOD COUNT PROGRAM AT OUR EMBASSY HAS SHOWN A MILD
DEVIATION IN LYMPHOCYTE COUNTS AFFECTING AT TIMES AS

MANY AS ONE-THIRD OF THE PERSONS TESTED. THESE ELEVATED
COUNTSHAVE FREQUENTLY BEEN OBSERVED IN CONNECTION WITH
VIRAL INFECTIONS AND INTESTINAL PARASITIC INFESTATIONS.
THESE ELEVATED COUNTS HAVE OCCURRED WITH EQUAL INCIDENCE
AMONG INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE NOT WORKED OR LIVED IN AREAS
OF THE EMBASSY SUBJECTED TO RADIATION. THE ELEVATED
LYMPHOCYTE COUNTS ARE NOT PERMANENT. THEY RETURN TO
NORMAL WITHIN A FEW WEEKS OF DEPARTURE FROM MOSCOW. VANCE
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