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December 3, 1962 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Abop•Ba:rtlett Story 

Both network c:ommentatore on the 5 o'clock new• today featured the claim that the White Hou•- had not dented the charge• in the Saturday Evenln1 Poat article. 

The Pn • ldent and Salinger refu• -d ta deny today the allegation• and chargu contained ln the Saturday 
.!!!ming ~ article 

•• Sandy Vane.cur 

It ta notable that the White Houu dou not deny the 
accuracy o! the charge• 

-- Ray Scherer 

'l'hi• la the point which i• currently being played up around town and which will pruumably dominate the pre •- • torlu tomorrow. Everyone i• drawing the comparlaon with the downfall of Cheater Bowle •, which, •• you will recall, wa• al110 preceded by a Bartlett article. Far whatever reis.10121 the pre •• •eeme deter• mined (a• wH evidenced ln Pierre'• briefing) to take the White House • tatement a• a deliberately pallid defenH o.f Steven•on and to regard the whole affair a • a prelude to Steven• on' • cll•mlnal. All thh naturally impair• Stennaon'• po• ltlon and authority in the UN. 

I think that aomethinlJ mora •hould be done to deal with the • itua• tlon. Here are two poulbllit!ea: · 

... _ 1. You might put out a ata.tement alon1 the followins Hnu: "If any misunder• tancllng remain• about Governol' Steven•on1 • role 
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in the Cuban deliberations, let me say once and for all that he 
dld not propose trading the European basu for the Soviet bases 
in Cuba, that he did not db,ent from the Executive Committee 
consenaua, that he did not oppoa. the quarantine, that he did 
not prefer politic!!.l negotiation to t.l:!.e alternative of military 
action and that he ha• today, a• he ha.• alway• had, my full con
fidence and respect as a member of the Natfonal Security Council 
and a11 United State11 Amba.uador to the United Nations, 11 

2. I (or someone) might leak to the New York Tlmea the follow
ing quotations from the St;even10n memoranda: 

On the aubject of the Turkish and Italian bans: "Turkey and lta.ly 
should not be included in the initial o{!er, Their inclulion would 
divert atten.tlon from the Cuban threat to the general problem o! 
foreign base •• , • , The efiect in Turkey, particularly if the:re 11 
not careful advance preparation, might be very serious, 11 

On the subject of political negotiation aa asalnst military action: 
any political of!er mu11t take place "within the acope of vigoroua 
U, S, military action to defend out' aecurlty11 1 any offer "!n the 
absence of U, S, military respon•• to the Soviet move• would be 
weak," 

The objection to this counter•leakage it, that it would provoke a 
demand for the full te:ict of the memoranda1 but no doubt thia could 
be dealt wlth. 

Arthur Sc:hlealnger, Jr, 
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