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i A. 'v 1 til W0!1 d' e 0 what I'm Ill l ' • I 

y u O\\' ow lTI oh I 1 eel o.r you 
I ' 

I l thi om> -elves V/e l I s ' 

· h :ven 't yet heard f.rom de Gaul e and 

Z"l,.\..I...,, ... _ . ue.r, have you? 

t Kenned 
' 

No, I haven't hea.rd f~om eithe.r one of them. We didn't 

get in touch with them until this afternoon. so they mvan•t 
' 

had much chance t 'b get back to me. One of the points which 
- • I J ' 
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I think is impo.rtant about t:.his 'build-up he.re 1s that this 
I l ' I I 

I I 

build-up, if completed o.r wtien completed will double the number 

of nussiles which the Soviet.1 Uni9n could bring to bea.r upon the 
I 

United States. 
_ _ . 1 I \ I 

It would also ove.rcome our warni 110 sy.stems 
\ , I ......._""C 

I I 

because they come from the South and we don't hav,e an adequate 

warning and it comes f.rom so close by that there's always a 
I 

I I 

temptation f ,or them to engage 1 in a first strike or to face us 
I 

with such a dangerous situation ove.r Berlin that we would 

.have had to quit. That's obviously his pUPpose. And that's 

vtby we feel tbat we have to take some action. Now, our 

action is moderated by the .raalisati1on that we could move very 
' 

quickly into a World War ova~ this o.r to a nuclear war or to 

lose Berlin and that's wby,wa•ve taken the course we· e taken. 

Even thoµgh as I say, it 1doesn I t 
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repr~sent any final answer. The invasion itself as I said 

re~uires seven days for us to mobilise our forces which we 

c::i.nnct do under any cloal< of secrecy. We may find we have to 

come to tl1at but we are preparing for that in the meanwhile 

but I won't do anytl1ing about that until I've discussed this 

with you again. ~ut what we•re attempting to do is to warn 

Khrushcl1ev that this action he I s tal<en constitutes a very 

hazanious threat v1hich may lead to a great number of courses . 

which would be unpleasant for us but awful unpleasant for him. 

Prime Minister 

Well, I quite understand that and as you know, we' 11 do 

all we can to help in the lJni ted Nations a·nd all that. But 

the actual realities are quite serious and you quite understand 

them. What worries me is, again I say, that if we are forced 

to a conference all the earns are in this man's hand. But, 

however, you e:xplain~d to me wl1at are the possible developments 

you may have to talce and if we do have to talk to him and meet 

him in the last resort the more cards in our hands ttie better, 

in my view. You may say that's rqther tough and perhaps 

rather cynical but I thin!<: the more cards in our hands the 

better and I would be very happy to ste them in your hands. 

President Kenne~y 

Fine. Well, we're going to be in a.position to execute 

that if it appears wise at the end of the week, but I'll talk 
to you about that. 

Prime Minister 

You must have had a very hard time. I feel very sorry 
for you and all the troubles. I've been through them. I 

only want to tell you how much we feel for you but if ~ou' 11.' .. 
' ' 

keep in touch with rnvid and me the best we can do now is just ·· 
'' ........ 
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