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TOP SECRET

Following personal for Prime Minister from Ambasscder.
Your telegram No. 73%5: Cuba,

Tou will now have seen my telegram Ko. 26 reporting ny
talk with the President. It was quite clear ne during this talk
that the Tresident does not expect or intend that the present
course of action should lead on to an American seizure of Juba.
Indeed, ne said that having passed up this chance, Lhe could see no
likelihced of their ever being offered an equally good excuse
for an iuvasion. This indiciates his mood, but he was probably
guilty of some exaggeration because I supposs there is zlwmys
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the chance of o clish over the Guant name base or betieen

United States aund Cuban ships. Nevertheless I have no deoubt that
he has no present intention of trying to seize Cuba. Indsed,

you will see that since I spoke te him he had decided to ““-hve

the scope of the blockade «nd fer the time beipg, at any rate, they
will not try ard stop the importation of P.C.L. This, T heve,
~nsvers your first question.

2. As to your second guestion, while the President éid not
nention specifically a conference with Khrushchev, he certainly
hopes thut the crisis will be resclved through negotiaticn and
discussicn. How this will come sbeut will largely derend ~n
Russian reactions and the course of events during the rext few
days. I had some indication of the scope of his thinking when

he said with great seriousness that the existence of mclear
«rms made a secure end rational world impossible, We mst
somehow Tind a2 means to get rid of nuclear weapons, He zlso said

that intermediate range missile bases in Turkey and elsevhere
had becocme more or less worthless. Le was doubtful whether they
had been s good plan in the first place. Whether political
develcopments would enable him %o do o deal on the reciorcenl
closing of bases it was hord to tell at the nmoment, but
certainly from 2 militery point of view he would see no
cbiection. As regaords Berlin, he indicated thot he had been
disappointed with Schrceder's visit. The latter, like othe
Gerncns, refused to face up to the realities of the sitwation.
One dlj, and it might be soon, they would have 1o do so. e was
dicapoointed that some other Turorean Fover, perhaps Iicly, had
not tried to open their eyes. HHe of course understands our
dilemma with the Common liarket negotiations ot & criticsl stage.
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I had previcusly hesitated to report these remarks because in
some instances they were so frank thet I doubt very much .
whether he would repeat them to any menber of his administratien
except his brother Bobby. You will realise how important

it is that no knowledge of them is disclosed to any Americun
including the President himself. There were other comments

he made in the Berlin context which I could not possibly

wmt on the record, but I know you would be reassured by them.

If you thought it worth while, depending on events over the
next few days, for me to fly home for twenty-four lLiours, I
veuld gladly do so.

3. To sum up, while for the moment the crvstal ball remains
inevitably clouded, T have no hcsitation in saying that the
FPresident hopes and expects that the crisis will be resolved
through East-West discussions and he realises that these
discussions will include, s well as Cuba, Berlin, foreign
bases, disarmament, ctc.

L. As regards the position here in Washington, the over-
whelming impression I have is that Americans of every
persuasion regard the President's action as the absolute
miniram required to meet what 2ll see as o deliberate Russian
challenge to test the will and recclution of the United Stetes,

5, Incidentally, Bobbty Kennedy telephoned me last night and
tcld me that among their Allies the only half-hearted

rgsponse to his actions that the President had received vas
from Canade,

[Copies sent to Prime Minister's Office]
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