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As instructed, last night we informed Lefevte and Speak

orally (through Rothschild) of Substance President's speech
on Cuba, and I am seeing Speak this afternoon at 3:30 to discuss

it with him. 6;\

"N

On personal basis and in confidence Rothschild gave me his

estimate of initial reaction Spaak and GOB along following lines;
L/J

Following Finletter's presentation to NAG last evening, De .\3
Staercke (Belgian NAG representative) telephoned Spaak uggéntly,§tx

informing him of steps we were taking and evidence we had of
construction offensive missile sites in Cuba. While SpaEK and %f

Rothschild were both impreSSud by evidence we presented mm F; “-.

aggressive Soviet missile buiid—up, news of our maritimqj :7 2:
quarantine of Cuba and other SLEpS came as distinct Shoat t0'

COB, which has not as yet had opportunity to evaluate fally

\

their implications and effect in terms of cold war and'méinten-Vri

ance of peace. LAJ
\

-‘h'9 I gather Spank has strong feelings that given gravity of these
—measures—
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As instructed, last night we informed Lefevre and Spaak 

orally (through Rothschild) of substance President's speech 

on Cuba, and I am seeing Spaak this afternoon at 3:30 to discuss 

it with him. 0 

On personal basis and in confidence Rothschild gave me his --

estimate of i nitial reaction Spaak and GOB along following lines: w 
Following Finletter's presentation to NAC last eveni ng, De -J 
Staercke (Belgian NAC representative) telephoned Spaak urgently , \.l..l. 

informing him of steps we were taking and evidence we had~of _r ' 
construction offensive missile si.tes in Cuba. While Spa~ and ~ 
Rothschild were both impressw<l by evidence we presented tr:..e ~ ----,- ~ 

aggressive Soviet missile build-up, news of our maritimEf. . .., 0--

quarantine of Cuba a nd oth,~r s teps cam~ as distinct sho~, to.. \ 

GOB, which has not a s yet h:1rl pporl unity to evaluate fully \ 
1 

their impli ation and effec t l n letms of cold war and mainten- f7 

a nee of peace. ~ 
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meaSures and their irmi‘:itiun4 ii terms at war and peace,

we should have ccn5u1ted with our KATO allies in advance rather

than just itfcrming them Engr thr fact, and I believe Spaak

will make this pitch strongly to me this afternoon. Rothschild

himself cnncluded by sayirg that "whsi is done is done" and
he believes we can count om Sympathetic understanding of our

problem by COB

Spaak is attending Ministerial meeting this morning of Six
Common Market countries and Rothschild ihforms me Cuba is

first item en agendao Givem Spaaka very considerable

influence with other Eurzpeam countries and in light cf presence

in Brussels of Ministerial representatives of the "Six", any

additional appropriate inforwaticm which Department can send

me before 3:30 this afterhter Brus=e13 time cculd be most

helpful not only in terms of my meeting with Speak, but in
consideration of his positic: and influence with other

European leaders. In particular, any apprspriate comments on

why we felt unable to tcnsult mere thsrcughly with NATO would
be appreciated, although I will, of cturse, stress that as they

know, President has repeatedly and publicly made clear he
would take appropriate action if there were evidence Cuba

being transformed intt base fer aggressive and once our
inbelligence uncovered irrefutable evidence of very rapid
Soviet build-up of offensive missile bases, it imperative that

we move with utmast swiftness and vig;r to quarantine Cuba,

etc.

I have also been in touch with Barcn Kronacker (age of :(F

principle leaders of Oppcqiti”T) whe frequently takes initiatives
of his own. He had p1a:ned ask Speaklthis morning to csnvene

and appear before Foreign Affairs €3mmittee of Parliament

this aftertnc: t? set Put Belgian pcsition‘pn‘curxaction.

Kronacker mentiozed highly cTLtlcll reaction on hart of French

that we had ahted with ut censultaricn and, although very

friendly and well-disposed to ma, <eemed to share this criticiSm.
I told him I was seeing Speak this. afternoon, that I

personally-
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personally believed it premature to convoke the Foreign
Affairs Committees today, that if our Western allies

gave the appearance of being in disarray and strongly

Opposed to our action, it could encourage the Soviets to
react even more strongly, thus increasing the danger of

tragic miscalculation by Soviets. In light these considerntions,
I asked Kronecker not to ask Speak to convoke the Pnrliementnry

Committees today but to wait at least until tomorrow. He

agreed that it most importnnt West not Appear divided end that
our allies not turn on us and 311d he would refrain from

nlking Speak to address committees until tomorrow which would

give me opportunity to go over situation fully with Spank.

HACAIIHUI

DMD

NOTE: Advance copy 8/80 10/23.
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A

When I saw Spaak this afternoon about Cuba he most understand-

ing of our action and said be fully understood reasons compel- LU

ling us to take measures announced by President. He had this

morning report from Belgian Ambassador Cuba dated October 12 V

confirming Soviet build-up in Cuba (including missiles) and Ky

gave me copy. \4

@ Spaak also very understanding about matter of prior consultatm
He said he would frankly have preferred us inform NATO allies \

24 hours in advance of our action,"particularly since nobody (1‘

could have valid obj ection, in view evidence of ground-te— \

ground missile build--"up However, he knew we were obliged to Vp
move swiftly and was not taking issue with us re consultation. (

(He also made very good statement to Belgian press saying G613 V"
understood why Americans obliged to act and that NATO p‘artners

had been informed by US yesterday in accordance with regular V

a procedures, etcetera). i.
\x‘

‘QX Speak said Cuba had been prinéipal topic at Ministerial meeting
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EMBTEL 636 t f I. 1 · 1 1... v ----When Is~ Spaak this afternoon about Cuba he most understand- · 
ing of our action and said he fully understood reasons compel- Cl.,\ 
ling us to take measures announced by President. He had this 
morning report from Belgian Ambassador Cuba dated October 12 
confirming Soviet build-up in Cuba (including missiles) and 
gave me copy. 

Spaa~ also very understanding about matter of prior consultat~ 
He said he would frankly have preferred us inform NATO alltes '"""' 
24 hours in advance of our action, "particularly since nobody ~ 

could have valid objection, in view evidence of ground-~ \ 
ground missile build-up". However, he knew we were obli..g_ed -i;o ~ 
move swiftly and was not taking issue with us re consult~ticm. 
(He also made very good statement to Belgian press say:IJJ.g GOB 
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Spaak said Cuba had been principal topic at Ministerial meeting 

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
1at11U1a1r-...nt ,, 



CONFIDENTIAL

-2- 638, October 23, 9 p.m. (SECTION ONE OF TWO) from Brussels

of Six this morning. All of Six had shown comprehension our

action and there had been no sour notes although much speculation

as to future and particularly effect on Berlin. He added Couve

de Murville had been most forthright in support our action,

saying that while US had not consulted its allies, it had in-
formed them in advance and this was all that was necessary.

(Couve, he said, had implied that when vital interests of great
nations are threatened, they could not be expected consult

and negotiate with others as to their action).

As to future Speak said there were 3 comments he would like

make quite informally and would appreciate any comments we

might have on them:

1. Unquestionably there would be some juridically-minded people

who would challenge our legal right to declare 5 blockade.

He thought we wise to stress we taking only partial measures

to prevent missile base for aggression being established and

that food and medical shipments would be permitted to pass

through quarantine.

2. Cuba outside NATO treaty area and therefore if hostilities

break out as result our action, operative article! of NATO

treaty, in event of agresaion agninlt its members, would not
seem to apply.

3. One of most serious preoccupations of European alliel in

how our action will affect Berlin situation. In Europe people

think largely of their own European security problems and Cuba

and other important strategic areas seem remote and much lol-

important. Speak emphasized that since Soviet! may well re-
spond to our Cuban initiative by measures against Berlin, it
imperative that from here on out there be genuine. very clone,
and continuing consultation in NAC and bilaterally re Berlin

problem. He feels this essential to avoid creating serious
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formed them in advance and this was all that was necessary. 
(Couve, he said, had implied that when vital interests of great 
nations are threatened, they could not be expected consult 
and negotiate with others as to their action). 

As to future Spaak said there were 3 comments he would like 
make quite informally and would appreciate any comments we 
might have on them: 

1. Unquestionably there would be some juridically-minded people 
who would challenge our legal right to declare a blockade, 
He thought we wise to stress we taking only partial measures 
to prevent missile base for aggression being established and 
that food and medical shipments would be permitted to pass 
through quarantine. 

2. Cuba outside NATO treaty area and therefore if hostilities 
break out as result our action, operative articles of NATO 
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spond to our Cuban initiative by mea1ure1 again1t Berlin, it 
imperative that from here on out there be genuine, v1ry 01011, 

and continuing conoultation in NAC and bilaterally re Berlin 
problem. H feels this essential to avoid creating 1eriou1 

CONFIDENTIAL 

, . 



CONFIDENTIAL

‘3‘ 638, October 23, 9 p.m. (SECTION ONE OF TWO) from Brussels

strains within NATO alliance.

He referred to our taking Cuban issue to UNSC and asked whether

we would take it to UNGA when Soviets vetoed in UNSC. I said

I believed we intended do so.

On "purely personal basis" Speak believes that at some time

we and Soviets must sit down together to thrash out Berlin and

other matters° He thinks our initiatives in keeping dialogue

with Soviets going first through Ambassador Thompson in Moscow

and now through Dobrynin and Gromyko have been sound but point

now seems to have been reached where we and Soviets going round

and round. He recognized present moment not propitious but

eventuauy he thought modus vivendi on Berlin and other points
of friction would require a US-Soviet bilateral conference.

MCARTHUR
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He concluded by observing that while initial Soviet reaction \:

had been strong in terms of propaganda language used, actual -_

substance had been Surprisingly mild, although obviously

Soviets had not yet said their last word. In light of develop-

ments and dangers implicit in present situation he planned <T‘

cancel his trip to Israel (EmbaSSy telegram S93) and remain ~—e

here in Brussels where he could be in close consultation “~

with US and other NNTO allies.
Lu

I also had separate meeting with Socialist Party President :

Collard today explaining in detail why we obliged to act

and importance of maintaining unified allied front in face K,»

of Soviet threat. Collard also reacted with great under-

standing. while saying left-wing of Socialist Party would ' \

undoubtedly strongly criticize our action, he understood
and appreciated our reaSOns. Significantly he said that C5

in recent months President Kennedy has repeatedly given !

proof that he is man of good will who desires peaceful Qei
solutions and has not acted in bellicose manner but has been iu

moderate and restrained. Therefore no objective observer

can justly accuse US of acting in irreSponsible or provocativei‘x

manner. He also said that since Europeans insist we interest w

ourselves in defense of EurOpe and understand EurOpe's securit)

JS
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He concluded by observing that while initial Soviet reaction 
had been strong in terms of propaganda la~.guage used, actual 
substa .ce had been surprisingly mild, although obviously 
Soviets hed n~t yet said their last word. In light of develop­
ments and dangers implicit in present situation he planned ~ 
cancel his trip to Israel (Embassy telegram 593) and remain --.. 
here in Brussels where he could be in close consultation -
with US and other !~TO allies. 

I also had separate meeting with Socialist Party President 
Collard today explaining in detail why we obliged to act 
and importance of maintaining unified allied front in face 
of Soviet threat. Collard also reacted with great under­
standing. While saying left-wing of Socialist Party would 1 

undoubtedly strongly criticize our action, he understood --:::::--, 
and appreciated our reasons. Significantly he said that ~ 

i n recent m:,nths President Kennedy has repeatedly given 
proof that he is ma~ of good will who desires peaceful 

.J 

solutions and has not acted in bellicose manner but has been l~ 
moderate and restrained. Therefore no objective observer 
can justly accuse US of acting in irresponsible or provocative 
manner. He also said that since Europeans insist we interest 
ourselves in defense of Europe and understand Europe's securit~ 
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problems, it only fair that EuroPeans be prepared to recognize
we have equally strong interest and great problems re defense

of Western Hemisphere, and that we are much better informed

on these matters than our European allies.

MACART HUR

MIA

NOTE: Advance copy to 83-0 10-93-62 CWO-M

CONFIDENTIAL

. DECLrtiSIF

" Authority N [2 j %57:7

 

  
 

.... . . 

CONFIDENTIAL 

-2- 638 , October 23, 9 P.M. (SECTION II OF II), from Brussels 

pr oblems, it only fair that Europeans be prepared to recognize 
we have equally strong interest and great problems re defense 
of Western Hemisphere, and that we are much better informed 
on these matters than our European allies. 

MACARTHUR 

MJA 

NOTE: Advance copy to SS-0 10-ia3-62 CWO-M 

CONFIDENrIAL 

,. 

. "-


