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Dear Mr, Dogole:

Thank you for your April 26 letter to Robert J.
Lipshutz, who has provided a copy to Secretary Vance,
concerning the situation of the Jewish community in
Argentina., I have been asked to respond.

On numerous occasions the Department has expressed
its concern to the Argentine Government about reports
of anti-Semitism in that country. When Secretary Vance
was in Argentina in November of last year, the guestion
was discussed. Our Ambassador continues to stress to
the Argentines our concern over these reports. Argen-
tine gouvernment officials have responded 0 our concern
by noting they strenuously oppose anti-Semitism, that
it is not Argentine Government policy and that specific
leagislation has been passed which makes it a punishable
offense to incite racial hatred or violence.

Although there are still anti-Semitic magazines
published in Argentina, the incidences of open anti-
Semitic activities -~ swastikas painted on synagogues,
threats to Jewish leaders —-- which occurred in 1976 and
early 1977 have greatly decreased. The present major
concern of U.8. Jewry is the reports of @iscriminatory
treatment meted out to some Jews who are imprisoned in
Argentina. We have heard that certain jailers berate
prisoners and treat them more harshly than gentile pris-
oners. QOur concern ¢cver these reports has been conveyed
to the Argentine autherities.

In the case of Jacobo Timerman, the United States
has made repeated efforts on his behalf. President
Carter raised his case with Argentine President Videla
when the latter was in Washington for the Panama Canal
Treaties signing Ceremony, and Secretary Vance reviewed
his case in detail when he visited Argentina in late
November. Since then, our Ambassador and Department
officials have continued to press for an early resola-
tion of Mr. Timerman's case. At present, he is under
house arrest.
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The Adainistration believes stongly that human - .
rights mast be a cornerstone of foreign policy. "The . -

inquiries and representations which we have made in..
"Argentina on behalf of thousands of disapprared - and:
detained individuals are an example of U.8. mm
o nt.rsngthm humen rights.

i Iu adﬂitim. -8 number of mim have M.
, hy tho ‘Onited ‘States to convey to the-Argentines N
7. strongly committed ‘we are to human righte - grast
,_ﬂlitary training for Argentina hes been: witharawm;
" arms ‘sales ‘have been held ‘back, and we-have 1inked our
- vote in the International Pinancial Insitutions to:the
| -AKrgentine. vecord on human rights. The Argentines: are:
 fully aware that improvement. in our relations 1s: )
‘depandent ‘on their observance of human: righte. : Indeed
the Congress has now legislated, as part of the- Foveign
Auzistance Act, that there will be no new arms trages:..
fers to Argentina without major human rights :lmromtm

Sincerely,

Robert W. Zimmermann, Dimcw_t'
Office of Bast Coast.Affairs:
Burueau of Interwhnarican.ktfatus
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