. QUEQRTONS T0 BX CONSIDEWKD REGAEDING POSSIELE
U.5.7USE OF THX ATONIC BOMB TO CODNTER CHINESE
COMMUNIST AGGHESSION IN KOREA

=
- L

An WSC paper on the use of the atomic bomb (N3C 30)
contains the folloving comalusions which vers approved
A on Ssptember 16, 1948
"12. It is recognired that, in the svent of
hostilities, the National -Military Establishment
must be mn.r.l:r.t.o utilire promptly and effectively
all eppropristo nennllninillble, including atomic
veapons, in the ‘Lnterwnt of pational seourity and
must therefore plan sgeordingly.
*13. The decision as to the employment of
atomic weapons :u: tha event of war is to be made
by the Chisf hoouuté when bhe gonsiders suah
decislon to bo requiwmsd.” AL
Queations relating to the possible use of the
atomic bomb to eounter Chiness comsunist aggression in
Koroa divids themselves into two categories: use¢ for
tastical purposes in Xorea, and use for strategic pur--
poses in Manschuris. 'n;-u questions are sat forth
balow;
Use for tactical purgopes in Kores

1. Would uss of the A-bomb for tastlicel purposes
in Eorea cause further Chinams Commantst ﬁnruoiptuon

i in the cooflist, Aiminish partiaeipation, or end

partioipation? : p: ¥ . i
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2. ¥ould its use insreass Or docrosss ﬁu possl-
bility of U.3.5.E. entrance imto the confl{et?
3.
Are there any stratsgic targets thers?

Vhat are appropriate tactical targats .1.1: Eorsal

4. Oould many A-bombs be profitably used?
. 5. Would targets have to be oreated by U.N.

manscyera?
6. Would our trn-npl suffer A-bomb effeota?
7- Can we be roasconably certain the A-bomb would . -

prove affective?
&.

5.

Could it be militarily decisive?

Would 1t cause axtensive dastrustion of u.'l."tilil.n

10.
opinlion
Asiat

Vbhat would be the sffect of Lite use on publie

in the United States, in allied acuntries, in

11. Should we obtain U.E. concurrence before using ' o

f a1 ) : § . ;
Use for siretegio purposes in Manchuria R

1. Would use of the A-bomb for thess gurposes
csuse further Chinese Cossunist participaticn in the
conflict, diminish participation, or end participation?

2. Would ite use increass or dscreass the possli-
bility of U.3.3.H. entrance into the confliot? L3

3. What are appropriste targets there? : i -

E. Conld sany bombs be profitably used? . :

5. In wiew of cur limited wupply, ocould we afford

| its uee in Manohuria? Should Lt be used initially or
ooly after conventional bowb attacks have proved °

ineffeative? ok fEad .
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6. Can wo be reasonably certain 1t would prove
¥ affactivert

7. Oguld 1t be militarily decisive?

8. Would there be extensive destrustion of
f: oivilian life?
‘uy i '.

3 2 9. Would 1t be _potub:l.a to wara olvilians by

announsing that du.r!.ng & cartain pariod of tims sertain

unnamed cities in an mnnounced list would be bombed?

10. Would the A-baabs bs Jropped by day or by nightt
Wbat would be the effect of its use on Public
oplolon in ths Tnited States,

11.

in allied countries, in Asis?
12. 3hould we obtain U.X. concurrence bafors ;ul.ng
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