
Atf,uc:"".!ncnt .... 1 

I OI 

, p 

~ lP\..\Ci.!. 7C"SI:"' 10· JO' 
" HICK M AV QC. vf(O. 

. ~ 

22 Se?te~be~ 1970 
~_,-... -:-~- ( D_ATET-

. .. ------~·-



. ' 
r 2 1 September J 9 70 

J,!EMOTI,'u'<Dilll EOR TH.E RECORD 

SUBJECT : Conv~rsat i on with/r~~~~7 2 ~~-~ 

_.i 

1 . FoJt.J. owing up on the 14 Septmul-·E'r 197 0 cJiscussiOllS 
wi 1.:ll. CIA Di~~ccto:r Richard ri('?.Lm~1c11 L I I r fo'J.· furtlre-::' d i sc'-.1ssions of· 
mili t ary , pol i ticn.l aria econor.1i-c factors r1 ~'f ect ino· tb~ 
presco~ situation in ~ hile . Accompanying 
i'ia sl: .i.ni>:t on was 

.-:---"'-..____ _ _ ___ _.i~ 

Althougb 

t======::ia!.l took part in ~--- --,.--- -----------' 
'l-------.......1...;i~1a::::.d wi t'h A t.:;;on1.ey General Mi t"ci,e':ll, 'l.Jr . K ~[;,; j_.nic:r-, v 

,. '------.,...----JJ [_ . J p~e~fe:;·reci" not to par~icipa·ce i!1 
o m.- subseq u er.l, 01scuss1.ol'!S wJ.t,1 [ ~ nc'}t1.ng th2.t 
C. J ·6houlc! prooa;:,ly stay out o:E !)i'uc1.). ta.1.ks Z;.t thi~Ci 
1,Thin-[;,. 

@ · Furihe r Thou~:;; on the \fDit2.ry 

2. d ~ extended his previous qornrnent:s o ;J key 
Chilean m1.l1tary ~~~he context of their possible acb ions to 

. -: av e): t t. J1e ri..naugu:ration of Marxis:. Salvador Allende a.~ 'J?rcsidetl': 
of Chi J c on 4 November . (Allende ' s slim plLir2.li t y in the 
4 S ept ember el,ection r.ius t '1;,e submittec to :::.. co,og::- essional vote 
on 21 October and h e needs .t o add about 20 votes to t ~ose he 
bas to be the consti t utiona 1 president-elect.' ) H:.s r ern:i,· ks 
i n c l u ded the fol l owing : 

· a) Major General Camilo V:t l enzuela Godo y , Co .r.mand~r of 
the Santiago Ga rrison and ;i.s such nominal commandeT of all Ar r.1y 
forc es i n tn e .Sant i ago ar..ea . He co11:mands no t r oops exceot: ,in a 
s t a tc o:f emcr ~e~1c y . ( CO~l~IE:'l"'I' : -As Co:::::i~n der of the So.nt i:--,~o 
G~rr~son , Valenzuela co~1ands about 30 men . Duri~g a state o~ 
emer gency he assllrnes nomina ,l co;;1.:11and of <'-11 Ar me d Forces in L!,e 
Santiago area including the cnrabioerbs , or Nationil Police . 

OECLASS}RED w/ portions extffl'll}teei 
"~97"! .... ..,,'T1-f p ~ 0 .A t ,,.v~r ... ~" ;. 1 g_cn, '6./Jii&=- ..,.,,0-00~- ic-d __ 

ev ~ r\:.~~ ... DATE , h 1 ,~ , •.• _, ~ 
~/ScNSITIVt 

EYES ONLY 



•• 

- 2 -

Durin~ the recent cresidential election, Valenzuel1 was appointed 
tempo~ary military-iovernor (jcfe de plaza) of· the Santiago area 1 

specif icn.lly been use he con~n.1.nc.ted no troops and would not be at le 
t) stag-e unilatcr:1.l mj_litary action; he1 would have to i.ssue conJna:n.d,, 
t:irough other generals. lt is not necessarily · the case that Valen
z·.iela· w<:>uJ.d be appointed jefe de plaza ii a state of emergency 
were declax·ed.) 

b) Brig . Genel.'·al O;-ln.ndo Urb:i.nu. Herre ra, Commander of t.r,8 
Secon d Divisjon , the l~rgest Army unit, is stationed in Santiago 
and is Val.Ep zueJu I s most important subordinate. ( I c ha.ro.c
terizes hi-m as a top--no~ch troo_p· co~nander, su.peri'or in capacity 
an~ intelli~0ncc to Vn l enzu~la . His coopera~ion and ~bat of his 
diyis i on would be vital to nhy military move but his political 
a t ·tt t.1.1-des :cu:c no·t c lear. . Tr (A. well-info:r:ned clandestin8 sot;rc)e 
has r c~por.tc-,d tbat Urb:i..r!,.~LL_..7!would :eespond to orders :1'.r£n11 
Army Comi:r.ander Rer.t l':) Scl~n~ fcler rather thn.a Valenzucd.a i:£ the, h.10 . 
1·sco• P cc:·1n·1· 1 ic-~ -;ng· ·,-i,c:· ·t7·•·•--·"'··i on·•:· ·) · ~,;.JI.L - ,/ A•-- , {......_ ,.A_.-,~., ..l L:.v~J. _, ,, 

c) Ger:.e~:al Ri':ne Schncd.d~~r Che1·eau , Comm?-nder tn Chi~-C of 
"·l A • ., • • l _j < · ,, • d '< --• -t -; / •· ·1 . 1, -f· , _' • c• ,:-.,: . "' ,. ,, v ' , . t .:.t e .. ·.).JuJ. ~...,...~ __ .,., .:.,. ~ ,eJ.y ... !,:1,_.P. a ... ou~ , . .. r.:il ,c:- 0 .LJ. ). C eJ ~ • • cr,,p1, o 
inclic~:r.t~ t J-,,.t 1,e:. d:i.d n c, t b12'J.ieve 8chneicliex·" wou J.d t ate .1.ny j,?.,.r·t 5-n 
ppss ib't ::, 3.t i: :i:or-::- 2.ff::.cin.::; t Al lende ' s :a.ssu:npti~)n of tho p:x·:::s :i d,:,;·,c,y ar,d 
i:h:1. ·t i.;:· he wc~:::-c- named M5.nis ter o!f Dei;ense, as h::i.s been T.1.Hn o 1·ed, j t 
wouJ.d bG a "l'G.'.:11 u:r::ss. " 

d) J3J: ig· . Gen er:11 Enr iq_ ue Gartn Cea:, Com,l"!ancl~H 9f ~.lj ,J_ .i t?....r y 
Scho o l s, (a s ep;:..1~h te and i1r1pciI·ta,ri:-co~111J1and :i.n the Chile.an r'\rny w.hicr: 
incJ.u c1BS t_ty,~~ X.::in-commj_s$ioned OJJ'i.cers' Schoo l , i't h~ S-peciaJ. Forces 
Schc;0J , tl)J?. Mi 1,ita.:cy .. .A,;;ademy, -the 1'far· Acz,.demy , and othe.x conc;_e;n-
trations of elite mi~iturv personnel in training, most of them 
locat~d _i.n Santi,a go. . ') J ~ Ad.i d not ~harac terize Garin except 
to indicate that he cohsi ers1s cdoperation, along with t hat of 
Urbina, to be vital iu any ~jlitary action . 

e) A~jor General Carlos Prats Gonzalez, Chief of the 
National Def ,ins~ Staff and sec ona·- rn import::i.nce ih 'the Army only 
to Schneider : As an officer assigned to ~he National Defense 
Staff, Pr::i.t: actu~yly has no p·osition in the chain of coill1"0and of 
the Army. [ __ singled out Prats as the most_ important figure 
in any military ~ction which mighf be taken. He .described Prats 
as cagey, cautious, c1lculating, pighly ~mbitious and very able . 
lie is Well-regarded by nearly all Army officers and possesses 
the qua;l.i'ties wh i ch othP.r officers la-cl< to become a rallying 
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[oin t for 1 c t i on. Like ,o thers who s p~ak highly o'f Pra ts, )'lowev t.? r , 
I appe~u-ed t. o have no c1 e=t-r idea o 'f this general' s poli ticn. 1 

attitudes and to ft:el t ha 1. tl1 i s was bec~us e Prats does n ot want 
t hem known . 

f ) Br i g. General RobeYto Vi aux ~larambi o , in vo l un t ari ly 
r etired a;f !:er he l e51 th,e uprising of an Ar my u11it in October 1969 
to protest poo1· pny :ind equipment : Al though Via.ux ' ambitions 
and errat i c s t atements bave diminished his support somewh~t, 

[ fbelieves tha t Viaux' str ong demagogic appeal and his 
infl ue nee ,.i::onf;· the NCO ' s probaql y offse s the inf il tra tion of. 
leftist influ i:;,nce in the strategi c NCO sc l:oo'l in Santiago . '.Ln<~ 
k ey question is whet her Vi :iux would settle for no li\Ol'e than a 
role as a 1:;ember of :-.. team talr;ing miU. t-ar y' action when his .st-:·0n.g 
p rodilection is to lead . <CO.\[:,:ENT : Viaux on 17 Septembc--i· i:1-:;.de a 
s 1gni ficant public stat~ment, saying that he was not a Afurxist , 
t h at liberty was n n t negotiab'le, and exuressini h i s solid2_ri1:y 
witl1 the· h igh coni.manQ. of the A1'f;ly .) I I was in t:'ouch witb 
Valenzueln. ti1ro1.1f,;h a c o mmon close ;friet1d d1i.r ing tbe recr~nf- p :,t~:si
cl ~nt i al cJ.r;;-paign , He c onsiders Vale117.uela · honest but 11ot. incl:i.De.-:1 
to tak,e tough -or unpopulu.r p ostures , a n d n·ot alwa\1s wel l l )lfc:::-~1ed 
nbout his subo:rd:n,Ltes . He j_s i:iot believed to have w~ll ·-ccn1·g.nn.i,✓.~ed 
con t i ngei:i-c y plans for any l;l.C.ti on against Al l ende . Yale.nzueJ :?. has 
o, •er 30 years of 'A'rr,1y ser v.i-ce and is g;rea tly inter(":st.ed in :~:::sur-
unce s that his i:;unine,n t re t.ireme.n t wLl.J!. :i. nclude g·:.1:1.rantee~::; tl1:::. t 
h e and ·h-i:,;, fam.i ly wil l. be ·well cn:.red :f._or . Oi particul a r :i.mpor ·.;ar1cc 

I !pointed out, ~s the longstanding enmity between Yiaux 
~nd Pr~ts, who would be the two key fi~ures in rallying mil t~ry 
a c tion . This enmity of many y en.rs was c o mplica.1:ed at the t :i_~e o f 
the u,)ris 2,-ng a yea)· c}f;O, since Vi.!1..:x confided his unease oyer· 
c onditions in the Ad1y and the need for the g9vern,11e!"l t and liir;h 
command to do sorne t h:i,.ng to overcome them only to Pra ts . The · 
latter did not pass them'along or indicate support of t he needs 
o f Army troops a s v :i'..aux h a d -hoped. 

~-------- --in the industrial a nd mining area center0d 
around Conce12ci.on , 'Chi l e's second ln_J.'g1'.:!.st a nd a Jieavily leftist 
c i t y . I : ; said t-hat [ ] \be l ieves t h a t QE! cou ld 

g ) 

''ho ld out " wj_t h ·t'h e belp h€ knows he wou;I. d r eceive f r om 
bu t-=:---- -~ 

clou bt" tha t this \\•as so since annecl stuclents a na l abo r le 
are n urnero~s in Concepcion . 
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2. l reiterated his belief th:it thc n:i.tional 
police, the largest and pr~bably th; best t~ained an ~ best armed 
uni1iorr:ied force in Chile, would oertainly join in o.ny move against 
Allende. TJ1ey hnve been under intense prcssur.e from extrerr,e 
leftists wi t:hou t being given the go ahead to deal s tron~l y ' wi tl1 
t ,em. C:1.rabiT1ero co;;:;a ::.u1der Gcncr:..l Vicente Huerta Celis could 
count on his troops for support and prob.:i.blyon_ most of his 
of fic~rs as wel 1 ., if they were ass'elred i.ha t he w..,ould re t ire and 
open up. promoti·on possi.b i li tics. Huerta and Gencra,J. Valenzuela 
get ·along wel°l ~ncl share many· similar views. ' 

3. l I repea:ted l; is belief that J?re~:,.idcn-t Frei will 
not _actt5"" set o:(f "'nfil i tary action to 'prevent an Allende govern
ment and said he 'felt the P'.l:es,ident.• rrd.gh t even welcome being :::aced 
witn the accomulis)1ed :Cac t of a military takeover and reli.eved at 
bei:ng whis1-:cd ~u,: of tl1e corln,try . · · . . 

4 . j /warnE;d ~hat th.e ::i.rmed fol'Ces ' · leaders are 
unlikel y to take action without several clear and specific gu~r
ante;es, p:r:-imarily fro::: the United States, l?ecause they are fe:iriul 
th&t t hey and their families would pay a high price if they were 
to act and not receive i~~ediate decjsi~e and substantiar ass is
tance. Jhese · guar;:;.ntees would h:ivc to :i_nclude: 

a) immed,iate logistical·support consisting of arras, 
.arn.niuni ti,qn , · tra.ns.por ta tion, c0111mu-n:ica t.io.ns ·equ:i,p1nent, ;!.nd fue l; 

otfts 5.-de ; 
b) immediate ?-nd possibly massive economj_c ~:upport from 

~ ... 

c) assurances th·at they wou:)..d not ·be abandoned and 
os_tracized by the same powerful U. S. cri ti.9s wno denounce the 
mil~tary government of .Greete~ 

5. I !believes too that the ChiJ ean military 
leaders would want s troDg assm·ances of suppor.t from Chilean 
c~vilians and ' indic~t Jons from political leaders that action 
by the military niirrors civilian a tt i tu.des. , 

- . 

. 6. C _r.said that no Chilean, milita,ry or civilian , 
would consider the o,f ,fer . of C V mi'J. i tary backing a motivating 
factor to move ngainst the prospec~ ~ fa Marxist goyernment. If 
it were offered, such b1cking -might have exnctly t he opposite · 
ef:fect . 
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