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{U) Mexico: Administration Unresponsive to Protesters’
Demands

mngoing protests throughout Mexico highlight the public’s discontent with the
Enrigue Pena Nieto administration over corruption, impunity and human rights violations are
increading pressure on the president to take action to'address the protesters’ demands.

(b){1);Sec. 1.4(c);Sec. 1.4(d)
{U) PROTESTS CONTINUE I(h)(1);8ec. 1.4(c):Sec. 1.4(d) |

]345 On 20 November, mostly non-vinlent protests occurred in
every state in Mexico and in 27 countries, with mutch of the protesters’ anger aimead at the
federal gavernment.§ |

I ) Jout the parents of the students said
T8y WOUId Oy ST6p Protesting when their childran are returne -orArgentinean forensics

experts confirm the identification of their hodies.” # ° h i( )(1);8ec. 1.4(c);Sec. 1.4(d) ‘

> iyl BieP The 20 November protests were unusually large in parts.of the country
not accustomed to protests and marked hy isolated clashes with the police, according to
the U.S. Embassy in Mexico.X® Pena Nieto publically said that violent protesters are
‘seeking to destabilize the country and undermine the government’s reform agenda.!!

> et riier in the manth, demonstrators set fire 1o political party offices,
;government bulldings and cars, biocked access to airports and briefly. held a police
commander hostage in Guerrero and Michoacan States.1#1? ¥ Additionally, protestors in
Mexico City tried to set fire to the doors of the ceremionial presidential ‘palace.®

> =i Other significant incidents have contributed to public outrage, including the
alleged extrajudicial killing of 22 suspected criminals by Mexican army soldiersin
Tlatlaya, Mexico State in fune 2014, which raised issues of human rights violations:
Additionally, the November revelation of connections. between the company.that owns
a residence of the president’s wife’s and the Chinese company which won a contract for
a high speed rail line In Mexico has fueled the outcry against political corruption.t”

(b)(1);Sec. 1.4(c);Sec. 1.4(d)
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{U} THE SECURITY RESPONSE [(b)1):Sec. 1.4(c):Sec. 1.4(]

_ '?’ Additionally, an increased the presence of soldiers could provoke violence; several
armed groups in Guerrero have accused the mllltary, particufarly the 27" infantry Battalion

(D)1}, 5ec. 1.4
(c):Sec. 1.4(d)

——

ofense [SEDENA)

rotated the entire 27% !nfantry Battalmn to Mexu:o CIW to undergo questlonlng regarding their
knowledge of corruption in lguala
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(b)(1);Sec. 1.4(c)

(b)(1);Sec. 1.4(c) _

>

|additianally, busingsteaders in Guerrero

are ca]]ing'f_or more federal action; in November, the protests caused many hotei (b)(1);Sec. 1.4(c)
cancelations in Acapuico, according to local press.? « e '

> {U] The government fears the radicalization of five:armed groups presentin Guerrere,
according to Jocal press reporting.= in November, a self~defense group detained and
disarmed 11 municipal police officers after one of their leaders went missing.
Accordifig to press reports, several néw.extrefmist groups are emerging in response to.
lguala and at least one is.using the incident as a catalyst for protesting against broader
issues, siich as energy reform s = -

(U) THE POLITICAL RESPONSE
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(b)(1);8ec. 1.4(c)

=ikl Proposed Political Reforms Superficial

amiivisior Following the Iguala incident, Pena Nieto publicaily proposed all political parties sign
@ Pact for Security, but the'pact- met-with critieism fromt the oppositiori. Oppositign
legislators pointed out the existence of a sirtiilar 2008 pact signed under Calderon and the.
‘need to assess progress.on the previous pact before signinga new one.® Additionally,
Mexico City has proposed screéening candidates in the 2015 dlection for criminal ties. .

there | (R)(1);Sec. 1.4(c)

15 70 EnTOTTINE MECHAnTE and catr Hates;

sirnilar to pravious elections,5+55.

{U) CUTLOOK

i

[There is precedence for such resignations; the 1997 killing 0745 |(D)(1);8ec. 1.4
Tzotzil Indians by a paramilitary group led to the resignation of then:Interior Minister Emilior (e}

Chuayfett Chemor.5

(b)(1);See. 1.4(¢)
>  anbugelbifnitrery hurilio. Karam angered the public with his comment “enough, 'm tired”
at the end of a 7'Noveimber press conference on the missing students. His comment has
become a rallying cry for protestors.” Additionally, discontent. with the percéived slow
pace of the investigation could focus further public anger at the Attorn_ey-Generai.?ﬁ.
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(b)(1):8ec. 1.4(c) |

(b)(1);:Sec. 1.4(c)

> ogmdiaememidditionally, the administration is considering reforms to PGR that would
increase its responsibilities, including protection of human rights, law enforcement, rule
of law and anti-corruption.™
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