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SUBJECT: SUUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR TEST SITE

1, YOU SHUULD AFPROACH FRG AT APPROPRIATE MIGH LEYEL AND
CONVEY FOLLUWING UN EXTREMELY CONFIDENTIAL BASISH

,
b

~vu c‘é
. e

2, U.S IMTELLIGENCE INFOURMATION CONFIRMS THE EXISTeNGE
IN THE KALAMAKRI DESERYT, AS RECENTLY CLAIWED BY THE USSR,
OF A FACILITY AHAICH APPEARS TO MAYE MANY OF THE ESSENTIAL
EMARACTERISTICS OF AN UND*R&RUUND NUCLEAR TEST 81TE, Wk
_ ! y

‘;
~

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHOR!ZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
|

SRR R RN R RN R RN RN N R R AR RN RN NN N RN RN NN RN RN RN RN RN RRR RN RN

'NW#:51408 DocId:32604710




-

OING
Department of State ;?EQLEGGRAM

PAbt uz STATE 165278

ARE UNABLE TO CONCLUDE DEFINITIVELY THAT THIS FACILITY
1§ INDEED SUCH A SITE BUT ON THL BASIS OF DUR PREGENT
INFORMATION, wk BELIEVE THAT THE SOVIET ALLEGATIONS MUST
BE TAKEN WITH THE UTHMUST SERIOUSNESS. CGUN INFORMATION ~
DOES NOT SULGEST, HOWEVER, THAT AN ACTUAL TEST 18
IMMINENT o . :

Jdo THE U8, HAS APPROACHED ThHE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT

TO EXPRESS OUUR SERIOUS CONCERN AND TO REUQUEST CLARIFICA=
TION OF SOUTH AFRICAN INTEMTIUNS; THEIR INITIAL RESPUNSE
ASSERTED SIMPLY THAT SOUTH AFRICA'S NUCLEAR PROGRAM HAS”
DEVOTED SOLELY TU "PEACEFUL PURPUSES" =« A POSITION
KEMINISCENYT UF INDIA!S POSITIUN IN CONNECTION WITH ITS

1974 KNUCLEAR TEST. rnE UNDEKSTAND THAT BUTHA USED A SIMILAR
FORMULATIUN IN RESPUNDING TO YOUR DEMARCHME GN THIS UWUESTION,

4, WE ARE PLANNING FURTHER STEPS TD FOHESTALL AN ACTU
TEST AND TO InHIBIT A SOUTH AFRICAN WEAPONS PROGRAM, Al
Wlkb BE IN TUUCH WITH YUU FURTHER UN THIS MATTER &7
THE VERY LEAST, THIS WILL INVGLVE INFURMING THE SAb THAI
WE MAVE REASON, INDEPENDENT OF SOVIET ALLEGATIUNS, TO
QUESTION EARLIER ASSURANCES CONCERNING THE ﬁALAhneI
FACILITY, TmAT A NUCLEAR TEST OR MOVEMENT TOWARD A TEST
COULD MAVE GRAVE CONSEUUENCES FUR OUR BILATERAL RELATION=
SHIP, AND THAT SOUTH AFRICA WILL NAVE TO ORMUONSTRATE
UNEQUIVOCALLY THE NUNwEXPLOSIVES CHARACTER OF ITS NUGCLEAR
PROGRAM IN OROER TO AVOID POSSILILITY OF SERIOUS CON=
FRONTATION, '

Al
I

s IN THE MEANTIME, kE ARE CONCERNED THAT SOVIETS WHILE
PROBABLY GEMNUAINELY LUNCERNED ADUUT S0UTM AFRICAN INluq-
TIONS, wILL CONTINUE ATTERPT TQO EXPLOIT SITUATIUN FOR
POLITICAL PURPUOSES AT UNITED NATIUNS, AT UFCOMING LAGOS
SEGRET- 3 '
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CONFERENCE, AND ELSEWMERE, THEY MAVE PUBLICLY ACCUSED
THE US, NATU, AND ISRAEL OF CULPABILITY IN THIS MATTER,

6. WE ARE AWARE OF PUBLICITY DIRECTED TQ FRG'S PAST
RELATIONSHIP TO SUNTH AFRICA'S RESEARCH ON URANIUM ENe
RICKMENT, WE BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT TO AVOID PLAYING INTU
MANDS CF SUVIETS AND OTHER CRITICS ON THIS ISSUE, AND TO
TAKE WMATEVER STEPS MAY BE FUSSIBLE TU DISASSOCIATE
WESTERN SUPPLIEX NATIDNS FROM ANY CURRENT ASPECTS OF
SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM WHILUH WUOULD SUPFORT PHROPA®
GANDA EXPLOITATION, b '

7, BEYOND THIS, WE BELIEVE THAT THE MUCLEAR SUPPLI:RS
MAVE AN IMPUKTANT RESPONSIBILITY TO DO EVERYTHING PUSSIBLE
TC AVOID A NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE PRUGRAM IN SQUTH AFRICA, AND™
THAT OJR RESPUNSE TO THIS SITUATION WILL BE SEEN AS A
TEST OF THE EFFECTIVENESS COF SUPPLIER COOPERATION, K
EXPECT TG S5TAY iIN CLOSE TOUCH WITH YOU iIN uwEALING ALT
THE SQUTH AFRICAN PRUBLEM, ' '

X [T

Bs U,S. INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION AND CONCLUSIONS D1Se
CUSSED ABOYE, AND POLICY CONSIDcRATIONS FLOWING FROM IT,
ARE OF HIGHEST SENSITIVITY ANDO SHOULD BE CLOSELY HELD
WITHIN GOVERNMENT OF FRG, 3 :
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