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Berlin Press Coverage of Mayor Stobbe's Visit with You:
U.S. Mission Berlin reports that, with only one minor ex-
ception, all of West Berlin's dailies on Tuesday gave front
page headlines to Mayor Stobbe's meetlng with you. Major
'coverage was given to your:

—-—acceptance of the invitation to visit Berlin;
--reassurances of U.S. support for Berlin; and

--statement indicating that Stobbe has a direct line
to the White House in time of crisis.

Yesterday's press followed up with lengthy editorials re-
counting in favorable terms the highlights of Stobbe's talks
in washington. The mission notes that the extensive press
coverage of Stobbe's meeting with you capped three days
of extensive and positive reporting on his trip and it
appears that the visit has had all the positive psycholog-
ical and political impact that was intended.
_ ON-FILE NSC
RELEASE

State Speculates on Future South African Nuclear PJﬂi{ﬁ?CTK}NS

State speculates that South Africa will cancel or p.l..c.n

its plans for a nuclear explosion -- but probably not its
nuclear weapons program. South Africa may well feel it

is well served for the present by a position in which it

is only suspected of having nuclear weapons. Despite the
South African assurances, State believes the Kalahari instal-
lation was intended as an underground nuclear test site

and that South Africa has had an active nuclear weapons
program. It is possible that the South Africans have not
yet actually developed a testable device, thus enabling

them to claim that they "do not have" nuclear explosives.
But it seems unlikely that the South Africans would have
proceeded this far in preparing a test facility without
having such a device ready or nearly ready. The following
are some possibilities which might explain the South African
assurances: '
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--The South Africans may have decided to bow to inter-
national pressure, cancel their impending test, and
drop future nuclear weapon developmental efforts.
However, State feels it unlikely that international
pressures -- especially the preliminary type applied
so far -- would force abandonment of South Africa's
nuclear weapons program.

-—The South Africans fully intend to test as soon as
they are ready, not only for military reasons, but
to bolster internal morale and show the world that
South Africa is a power to be reckoned with. The
assurances would then be delaying tactics to keep
critics at bay until a test.

——-Pretoria will not make a decision on a future test
until it has a better sense of how strongly the U.S.
and its allies feel about the matter. It may have
concluded that the publicized discovery of the test
site will, meanwhile, have nearly as much favorable
political and military impact as an actual test. Any
existing or future devices can be secretly stockpiled,
and it will be difficult for South Africa's friends
-- or enemies -- to be certain whether or not South
Africa is a nuclear power. At the same time, the re-
cent South African assurances could not be proven
false. State believes this to be the most likely
possibility.

PLO and Resolution 242: The PLO appears to be making pro-
gress toward formulating a form of acceptance of Resolution
242 which meets the criteria the U.S. has suggested.

25X1

e moderates have persuaded
Arafat to make a statement that the PLO would accept Israel's
right to exist. Embassy Beirut reports that, in return

for Arafat's statement, the PLO wants the U.S. to agree
"privately" that it will make a public statement later which
would say that the.U.S. believes:

--the PLO represents the Palestinian people;

--the Palestinian people should live independently
in their homeland; and
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-—the PLO should participate in any negotiations of
a settlement which involve their fate and interests.

Ambassador Parker commented that Arafat will have great
difficulty getting his rank and file to accept this formula-
tion. If Arafat pursues the issue hard, State believes

he could get the PLO leadership to accept, at the cost of
strengthening the rejectionists.

South African Feeler on Intelligence Exchange: The mili-
tary intelligence director of the South African defense
forces, Brigadier Van der Westhuizen, has proposed to the
U.S. defense attache that Washington provide comprehensive
data on Angola's order of battle. The South Africans argue
that, with this information, they could accurately evaluate
the threat to Namibia and establish a basis for scaling
down their forces there. Westhuizen said the foreign af-
fairs ministry had not been consulted on this proposal,

a statement State is inclined to doubt. The Department
comments that the South Africans probably realize this pro-
posal is a non-starter, but took the opportunity to stress
again their fears of Cuban and Soviet intentions in southern
Africa.

Moscow Continues Comment on South Africa's Nuclear Potential:
Moscow radio in a domestic broadcast in Russian yesterday
continued to support the Soviet contention that South Africa
is seeking a nuclear capability: "The obvious secret assist-
ance of the Western powers in the development of South
Africa's nuclear research and nuclear industry has been
going on for some three decades. What is more, this co-
operation is an integral part of the efforts of the NATO
powers to create an immense military machine in South Africa
....the racists and their imperialist patrons have made
southern Africa one of the world's hotspots.”
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