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Below are my sucestions that might be used as a basis for answering
the questions raised by the State Department re consequences of the
tests at the Facific Proving Ground.

Cuestion 2. "Does the Administering Authorily feel satisfied that
T there will be no long-run effects on the inhabitants,
either physical or psychological, from these enormously
destructive devices?®

It is expected that there will be no deleterious, long-run
effects on the physical well-being of the native inhabitants.
Tnis 1s based on good estimates of external radiation doses
as well as on the body burden of the ingested and/or inhaled
fission products.®

A
) T am not qualified to speak of psychological effects, except
= to point out that two poinls may be made:
(a) The natives were apparently satisfied with their
treatment and living conditions at Kwajalein and
with the announced plans to restock their islands.

vC(L

;ﬁ% g (b) Possibly their greatest uncertainty is (in their
wy BT minds) the uncertainty of return to their home
Y islands cespite reassurances.
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r your inforration I have made the following estimates based on
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2 Tt is to be remecbered that the body burden measured was at the
: iime of urine collection and with the possible exception of Pu,
will be significantly reduced in the ensuing months, while the

77 maximum permissible body burden is based on the concept that the
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Question l(b), “How much land was in any way damaged? What was ‘iﬁ;ré/
the extent and kind of damage?! )

Answer. There was no land damaged outside the test area.
fallout that occurred did not damage the land i e sense
that it could not be reinnabited or could notsbe used for
agricultural pursvits, Except for possibly the uninhebiled
northern islands of Tongelap Atoll, all of the islands
could be re-cntered safely in the near future by personnel
vno hed not pI'VJOhsly experienced significant rediation
expostres, Since the indigenous inhabitants have already
recelved some radiation exposure, it has been ceemed wise
not to allcew them to iciuzn until the activity has cdecayed
to an insignificant les The amount of activity in the
soil does not COnbilLULﬁ a hazard to the growth and edibil-

ily of plant life,
‘ér QLNVQA,J“K

Question li(c). "™ihat was the extent of sea area, 1nclha1ng Wagoons
T " and surrounding open sea, contaminated or otherwise
affected? Vhat were the effects? How lasting are
they? Will any arcas require cdecontanination? Is

there any way of doing this?h

Answer. The amcunt of activity in the Eixini and Eniwetok lagoons
would rmake it vmwise to eat fish from these waters without
nonitoring first, at least for the present. The activitly
in the other lagoons and in the open sea is so =wall that
no celelerious effects may be expected to the fish them-
selves nor will the edibility of the fish be impaired.

Mo sca areas need decontamination. Certain land areas
might be covered with an inactive material such as dirt,
but this procedure is not reconmended nor is it really
necessary since the activity on practically all of the
islands will be at a very low level in a few months.

7~bo+note continued from previous pagg/' amount of activity in the
body vill remain constant due to equilibrium conditions with intake
of activity. Also to be considered is the fact that the calculated
beta dose to the thyroid was about 200-500 reps.
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Cuestion L(d), "How many persons were injured? How many were
indigenous inhabitants? What steps were taken
to treat and otherwise assist them? Vhat is their
present condition?®

Sixty-four natives were evacuated from Rongelap, 18 from
Ailinginae, and 15l from Utirik. Of these, about Lo
natives from Rongelap showed beta radiation burns,
principally on their scalps and necks, leariy all of
these burns have healed lcaving no permancnt marks., Some
30 natives also suffered loss of hair in small patches
viich is expected to be followed by resrowlh of normal
hair,

A1l of the natives were lrmediately evacuated to Kwajalein,
fcre they were given a thorough medical examination includ-
ing blood counts. They have been kept under constant sur-
veillance by an Atomic Fnergy Commdssion-Depariment of
Defense team of medical experts. In addition to the best
of icdical care, the natives were well provided for in

of food, clothinz, shelicr, and recreaztion,

mere is every rezson to believe that the natives will not
stain any perranent radiation injury.

(0]

sticn 5{a). "Jas the lend area vwhich was desiroyed or rendecred

useless of any agricultural or economric value and,
if so, does the Administering Authority plan to
compensate the owners or users? How?!

Answer, ‘There was no land area outside of the Bikini and Eniwetok
Atolls that was destroyed or rendered useless of any agr1~
cultural or eccnomic value.

Questigniggg)L "To the extent that marine life (an important source
) of food) vias contaminated, has any compensation or
assistance to the inhabitants affected been under-
taken or planned?¥

finswer, The same answer applies here as to Question L(c),
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Second Section, Cuestion 5. "Did any notification include the
T TUN? Was any kind of UW approval deered necessary,
souzht, or obtained? Presuming there is a right
to clcse large danger areas of this kind, does
this right include the right to contaminate
internzticonal waters and marine life?%

t hicre except to point out that the con-
e walers onteide of e inmediate lagoon
i 1t in terms of health hazard,

Ansver. I have no couw
treanination of

}-
(@
Y
o)

DISTRIBUTION: cy 1A -~ addressee
2A -~ Col. KRorman Greenberg
3A - Dr, Dunning
hA - Piophwsics Branch,ReM
S,6,7TA - 32K Files




