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The National Security Archive in 2019 

The following statistics provide a performance index of the Archive’s work: 

 Freedom of Information and declassification requests filed – 1,760 

 Freedom of Information and declassification appeals filed – 137 

 Pages of U.S. government documents released as the result of Archive 

requests – 124,557 including headline-making documents underpinning 

the new Washington Post conclusion (12.9.19) “U.S. officials misled the 

public about the war in Afghanistan”; tens of thousands of pages of U.S. 

intelligence and defense records detailing the Argentina “dirty war” from 

1976 to 1983; multiple releases on U.S.-Iran relations from the 1979 

hostage crisis to the now-suspended nuclear deal of 2015; a State 

Department “dissent channel” cable proposing the ouster of Chile’s 

dictator Pinochet for his role in ordering the assassination of Orlando 

Letelier in 1976; a CIA “black site” cable authorized by now CIA 

director Gina Haspel that undercut prosecutors’ secrecy claims in a 

current Guantanamo trial; arms control records tracking nuclear weapons 

developments from the first Soviet test in 1949 to the expiration of the INF Treaty in 2019; records from the 

first “joint task force” on cybersecurity 20 years ago and from US Cyber Command targeting practices 

today; previously classified insider critiques of the “launch on warning” nuclear strategy and a step-by-step 

guide on how nuclear war would be fought. 

 Pages of declassified documents delivered to publisher  – 26, 598 in two 

reference collections: U.S. Nuclear Nonproliferation 2, Part I: From Atoms  for Peace to the NPT, 1954 

1968 (edited by William Burr); U.S. Policy toward Iran: From the Revolution to the Nuclear Accord, 1978 

2015 (edited by Malcolm Byrne). 

 FOIA Lawsuits: 3 new, 2 amicus briefs: CREW, National Security Archive, Society for Historians of 

American Foreign Relations v. Mike Pompeo and the Department of State (filed November 5, 2019) to 

enforce the Federal Records Act especially for foreign head-of-state conversations; CREW, National 

Security Archive, Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations v. Donald J. Trump, Executive 

Office of the President (filed May 7, 2019, 1:19-cv-01333) to enforce the Presidential Records Act for 

preservation of head-of-state conversations; National Security Archive v. Defense Intelligence Agency, 

(filed February 28, 2019, 1:19-cv-99529) to enforce the FOIA for documents related to the Able Archer 

nuclear war scare of 1983.  Also amicus briefs in the 11th Circuit against grand jury secrecy on historic 

records, and in the 9th Circuit against indefinite gag orders on Internet providers. 

 E-Books published by Archive staff and fellows – 36, bringing the Web site total to 691

 Archive e-books republished by H-Diplo, the 5,500-member global network of diplomatic historians: 16 

 Archive primary sources selected by Foreign Policy.com as Document of the Week: 4 

 Research requests to the Archive – 3,800; Visiting researchers at the Archive’s Smith Bagley Research 

Center – 262 

 Archive Web site usage – Sessions:  1,255,041; Users:  914,680; Page Views:  2,311,913 

 Posts by Archive staff on Unredacted blog – 44; Readers of Unredacted blog — 136,088 page views 

 Subscribers to the Archive’s e-mail alerts  – 13,200; Followers on the Archive Twitter feed – 18,200; 

Followers on the Archive Facebook page  – 10,739 

 Awards: Choice Magazine’s “Outstanding Academic Title 2018” (Digital National Security Archive) 

https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/dc.html?doc=5992983-National-Security-Archive-PRA-Complaint-as-Filed
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/dc.html?doc=5754455-National-Security-Archive-Doc-1-Complaint










News Stories Citing and Quoting the Archive in 2019 
 
 
“Navy letter shows military worried about unknown vulnerabilities in DJI drones” by 
Shannon Vavra, CYBERSCOOP 16 December 2019.  
 
“Afghanistan Papers: Overwhelmed by Opium” by Craig Whitlock, The Washington Post 
14 December 2019. 
 
Afghanistan Papers: Unguarded Nation” by Craig Whitlock, The Washington Post 13 
December 2019. 
 
“Afghanistan Papers: Consumed by Corruption” by Craig Whitlock, The Washington 
Post 12 December 2019. 
 
“Afghanistan Papers: Built to Fail” by Craig Whitlock, The Washington Post 11 
December 2019. 
 
“Afghanistan Papers: Stranded Without a Strategy” by Craig Whitlock, The Washington 
Post 10 December 2019. 
 
“Afghanistan Papers: At War With the Truth” by Craig Whitlock, The Washington Post 9 
December 2019. 
 
“Argentina Declassified: How secret US intelligence files provide the verdict of history 
on the repression of the ‘Dirty War’” by Peter Kornbluh, The Nation 2 December 2019. 
 
“Trapped in the Archives” by William Burr, Foreign Affairs 29 November 2019. 
 
“Turkey Has Long Had Nuclear Dreams” by Colum Lynch Foreign Policy 11 November 
2019. 
 
“Judge in Case of Qaeda Suspect Rules Prosecutors Distorted Evidence” The New York 
Times 9 November 2019 
 
“United Nations Condemns U.S. Embargo on Cuba” by Peter Kornbluh, Cigar 

Aficionado 8 November 2019. 

“New Lawsuit Alleges Illegal 'Shadow' Ukraine Diplomacy at Trump's Direction” 
by Jacqueline Thomsen, Law.com 5 November 2019.|  
 
“The United States Overthrew Iran’s Last Democratic Leader” by Raham Alvandi and 
Mark J. Gasiorowski, Foreign Policy 30 October 2019. 
 
“How the U.S. Found Out About Russia’s First Nuclear Test 70 Years Ago” by Colum 

Lynch, Foreign Policy 4 October 2019. 

https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/author/profile/Jacqueline-Thomsen/


“Justice Dept. assures judge White House won’t destroy records of Trump calls, 
meetings with foreign leaders” by Spencer S. Hsu, The Washington Post 2 October 2019. 

“A Judge Wants Assurances The Administration Won't Destroy Records About Trump's 
Calls With Foreign Leaders. The Justice Department Is Hesitating” by Zoe Tollman, 
Buzz Feed News 1 October 2019. 

“The American way of cyber warfare and the case of ISIS” by JD Work, Atlantic Council 
17 September 2019. 

“Cogs of War” by Anatoly Chernyaev, Harper’s Magazine 3 September 2019. 

“US stood by as Indonesia deployed militia in Timor Leste conflict: Declassified 

Documents” by Dian Septiari, The Jakarta Post 29 August 2019. 

“US Knew Indonesia intended to stop East Timorese independence ‘through terror and 

violence’” by Helen Davidson, The Guardian 28 August 2019. 

“Zarif advices Brian Hook to study National Security Archive on 1953 coup in Iran” 

Tehran Times 21 August 2019. 

“Transcript Shows That Kissinger Dreaded All-Out Israeli Victory in Yom Kippur War” 

by Colum Lynch, Foreign Policy 9 August 2019. 

“U.S. Researcher Highlights Importance of Cuba Travel Law” by Peter Kornbluh, Prensa 

Latina 2 August 2019. 

“Congress Finally Challenges the Cuba Travel Ban” by Peter Kornbluh, The Nation 1 

August 2019. 

“Guatemala Declares War on History” by Column Lynch, Foreign Poilcy 30 July 2019. 

“Document of the Week: Risk of Iranian Retaliation Has Long Spooked Gulf Allies” by 
Colum Lynch, Foreign Policy 21 June 2019. 
 
“A Vast Archive Exposed the Secret History of Kidnapping and Assassination in 
Guatemala.  Now It’s Under Threat.”  By Cora Currier, The Intercept 8 June 2019. 
 
“US documents expose details of 1976-1983 dictatorship’s grizzly crimes” Buenos Aires 
Times 31 May 2019. 
 
“Trump Wins Fight Over Messaging Apps Nixon ‘Could Only Dream Of’” by Andrew M 
Harris, Bloomberg 28 May 2019. 
 
“Document of the Week:  How JFK Tried to Stop Nuclear Proliferation” by Colum 
Lynch, Foreign Policy 24 May 2019. 
 
“The NSA knows its weapons may one day be used by its targets” by Shannon Vavra, 
CYBERSCOOP 14 May 2019. 



 
“One for the history books: A lawsuit demands that Mr. Trump comply with federal law 
on his records” Editorial, The Washington Post 13 May 2019. 
“Kennedy, Ben-Gurion and Dimona” by William Burr and Avner Cohen, Haaretz 3 May 
2019. 
 
“Declassified documents detail the evolution of CYBERCOM’s Cyber Mission Force” by 
Mary Lee, Politico 3 May 2019. 
 

“When in Doubt, Redact: The Mueller report is hardly the first time officials have gone 
heavy on the black pen” by Fred Kaplan, Slate 18 April 2019. 

 

 “Secrecy is subjective' when government censors redact documents” interview of Tom 
Blanton by PRI’s The World 17 April 2019. 
 
“Redaction nation: US history brims with partial deletions” by Hillel Italie, Associated 
Press 16 April 2019. 
 
“Secrets revealed as US government declassifies 5,600 new files on dictatorship” by 
Santiago del Carrill, Buenos Aires Times 13 April 2019. 
 
“Declassified U.S. Documents Reveal Details About Argentina’s Dictatorship” by 
Ernesto Londono, The New York Times 12 April 2019. 
 
“US completes release of records on Argentina’s dirty war” by Luis Alonso Lugo, 
Associated Press 11 April 2019. 
 
“Mad Libs, but for democracy: The timeless intrigue of redactions” by Dan Zak, The 
Washington Post 11 April 2019. 
 
“How to ensure we have a more open, accountable government Congress must 
strengthen the Freedom of Information Act” by Nate Jones, The Washington Post 3 
March 2019. 
 
“Taiwan's 20th Century Brush With a Nuclear Capability” The Diplomat 30 January 
2019. 
 
“Why Did Soviets Invade Afghanistan? Documents Offer History Lesson for Trump” by 
Peter Baker, The New York Times 29 January 2019. 
 
“No, the president can't destroy records. Here's why” interview of Tom Blanton on PRI’s 
The World 14 January 2019. 
 
 
 

https://thediplomat.com/2019/01/taiwans-20th-century-brush-with-a-nuclear-capability/



