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On December 22nd, Nunciature First Secretary. Kevin Mullen

stated at an informal meeting of local Embassy 'human
rights officers" that a senior army official had informed

the Nuncio that the SWd_b@mJ;grced to

‘ "take gare of' 15,000 persons in its ant--sabversion

campaign. o
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In late November during Brian Blood's fzrzw21l call on
Ministry of Interior Assistant Secretary for Internal
Security, Col. San Roman noted that he was preparing charts
showing that the number of disappearances repcrted to the
Ministry of Interior had declined dramatically. In mid-
December the FOWG desk officer Martin Saravia, made the
same observation. Martin stated that the Ministry of
Interior had received approximately;%hiﬂﬂ_reports of per-
sons who disappeared in 1976, about 1,500 such reports
for 1977 and only /sic/ 780 re orts'gf-afgippearances
through September, 1978." Martin stated that this was
concrete evidence of Argentina's improving performance in
the human rights area.
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NOTE: The FOWG desk officer's total of reported dis-
appearances from 1976 to November, 1978 is 4,780. This
total parallels the number reported to other organizations.
- For example, the Permanent Assembly has over 3,100 docu-
mented disappearance cases in which habeas corpus petitions
have been filed. Plus the Assembly has over 1,000 cases
in which reports have been made, but habeas corpus pro-
ceedings have not been pursued.
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